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THE HONOUR ABLE R.J. SIMPSON MEETS EDUCATION LEADERS

Dear parents and community members,

It is with great pleasure that we welcome the Yellowknife Catholic Schools to this edition of our 
newsletter.

YCS is an outstanding Board of Education with a rich history of quality programming. We look forward to 
getting more articles from them to showcase the good things happening in their schools.

In addition, the Dehcho Divisional Education Council is pleased to announce some positive initiatives 
coming our way for September 2020. 

We are currently implementing our District-wide Literacy Intervention program and things are going 
quite well. We have wonderful staff doing their best to make a difference.

We are also in discussions with the Judo Association to implement a district-wide sports program, while 
at the same time pushing for District band and choir. We may even have these activities up and running 
before the end of June.

We trust these activities will keep our kids busy during and after school hours, and that they will have a 
positive impact on their physical and mental well-being. Our kids need to keep active.

We will give more information in the spring edition of our newsletter.

Mahsi Cho

P. Brulot, 
Superintendent, DDEC  
Voices of the North Project Manager
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YELLOWKNIFE (January 24, 2020) – Elected education leaders from across the Northwest Territories 
met this week for the first time with R. J. Simpson, Minister of Education, Culture and Employment, to 
discuss their joint work to further strengthen the territory’s Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12 education 
system.
Minister Simpson opened the meeting by expressing his pride in being named Minister of Education, 
Culture and Employment and his dedication to working in partnership with education bodies in the 
territory. He also reflected on the prominence that education holds for the new government, noting 
several priorities identified by the 19th Legislative Assembly that focus on education. The Minister said 
he is looking forward to hearing the many ideas the Board Chairs have as they work together for even 
greater improvements to student achievement across all grade levels.
Participants met to review current work and to plan for future initiatives. Participants included Chairs 
and Superintendents representing the territory’s Divisional Education Councils (DECs) and District 
Education Authorities (DEAs). A focal point for the day was the discussion of the NWT’s major Education 
Renewal and Innovation (ERI) initiative. Education leaders reviewed key successes to date, from Child 
and Youth Care Counselling to Residential School Awareness Training for teachers, and endorsed other 
promising initiatives underway or planned for ERI.
Student achievement continues to be a key focus for both the Department and education leaders, with 
existing and proposed programs and activities dedicated to improving student and teacher wellness, 
achieving educational equity for small communities, strengthening assessment and accountability, and 
improving the quality of curriculum.
Recognizing the unique needs of communities across the north, Minister Simpson reiterated his 
commitment to work collaboratively with other GNWT Departments, partners, and agencies to ensure 
the needs of children and youth are met across the education system. The Minister also committed to 
reviewing the education priorities presented to him by the education leaders.
Chairs of the Sahtú DEC and the Tłı̨chǫ Community Services Agency (TCSA) concluded the day’s business 
by sharing successes and challenges from their regions.
The next meeting of education leaders with Minister Simpson is scheduled for Wednesday, May 27, 2020.
Quotes

“Increasing student outcomes in the Northwest Territories to the same level as the rest of Canada is a 
key priority for the 19th Legislative Assembly, and one that is shared by our dedicated and passionate 
team of education leaders. I am pleased with our productive discussions today and look forward to 
continuing to work together with our education bodies to support NWT students on a journey toward 
improved wellness and academic success.”

– R. J. Simpson, Minister of Education, Culture and Employment
“We are pleased to welcome Minister Simpson to our table and we look forward to working closely with 
him on behalf of students, teachers and educational stakeholders. Collaborating across jurisdictions is 
essential to achieve success in our shared work.”

– Erin Currie, Chair of Yellowknife Catholic Schools and meeting host, on behalf of education leaders

Media Inquiries

Jacqueline McKinnon
Manager, Communications and Public Affairs
Education, Culture and Employment
jacqueline_mckinnon@gov.nt.ca
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YELLOWKNIFE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Welcome to Yellowknife Catholic Schools

Yellowknife Catholic Schools (YCS) is governed by a District 
Education Authority of seven trustees, who were elected in 
October 2018. This is a three-year term, with the next election 
scheduled in October 2021. The current DEA is chaired by Erin 
Currie and Steven Voytilla serves as vice-chair.

There are three schools in YCS: Weledeh Catholic School and 
École St. Joseph School serve students from junior kindergarten 
to grade 7 and École St. Patrick High School provides for those 
in grades 8 to 12. Career and technology classes are offered 
through the Kimberlite Career and Technology Centre (KCTC), 
which operates under the direction of École St. Patrick High 
School. In addition, Weledeh Catholic School is responsible for 
providing educational programming for students attending the 
Territorial Treatment Centre. Our schools are all very multi-
cultural, with families from all over the world, in addition to our 
local Indigenous population.

Our current goals are to:
• Foster inquiry and collaboration through the integration of 

technology and the development of 21st century classrooms.
• Provide rich literacy and numeracy instruction through 

collaborative and supportive programming.
• Develop spiritually and culturally rich global citizens with a 

sense of social justice and community awareness.

Todd Stewart, Principal, École St. Patrick High School; Jenny Reid, Principal, Weledeh Catholic School; Don Reid, Principal, École St. Joseph School;  
Simone Gessler, Superintendent; and Pat Sullivan, Assistant Superintendent.

To meet these goals, the YCS Leadership Team took a 
significant step in 2019-2020 to align professional development 
opportunities with collaborative team time, early dismissal and 
ECE sponsored SSI projects to streamline the focus on regional 
priorities, which will allow for increased time for staff learning 
and collaboration on specific areas of instruction.

In addition to the other changes at YCS, our community 
welcomed Simone Gessler as our new Superintendent this 
year. She previously served YCS for 21 years in many roles: 
Teacher, Assistant Principal, Principal and Associate Assistant 
Superintendent of Learning. In addition, last year she became a 
Google Certified Innovator (Innovator Academy in Copenhagen, 
Denmark). Above all, Simone is a passionate educator, who 
recognizes that education systems must change to prepare 
students for the future.

A glance at a YCS school calendar reveals a very vibrant school 
community. A wide variety of activities are ongoing, from sports 
and extracurricular events to celebrations related to culture 
and language. In recent years, there has also been a noticeable 
increase in the use of technology to enhance learning. A few of 
these special events are highlighted on the following pages.
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YELLOWKNIFE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Snoezelen Room
École St. Joseph School is excited 
to be the home of a brand new 
Snoezelen Room. The first of its kind 
in Yellowknife schools!

Snoezelen (pronounced “snoozlin”) is 
a multi-sensory philosophy of care in 
which sensory stimulation is used as a 
method of relaxation and redirection. 
Specifically designed for people with 
sensory impairments, autism or 
multiple disabilities, Snoezelen was 
developed to satisfy the perceptual 
needs of people.

The room at École St. Joseph School 
in Yellowknife is a specially designed 
room that provides a relaxing 
environment for students requiring 
support in multiple areas. It is a 
multi-sensory environment that offers 
a place for children to seek leisure in 
an unstructured and undemanding 
way, through the use of smell, touch, 
sound, colour and light. It involves 
a range of sensory stimuli and 
experiences to absorb, explore and 
control in an accessible environment.

Camp de neige
Yellowknife Catholic Schools have close to 400 students in French 
Immersion from kindergarten to grade 12. In March, we celebrate French 
Culture and the francophone weeks with one of our most popular and most 
favourite activities: “Camp de neige”.

Every year, École St. Joseph School’s French Immersion students from 
grades 4 to 7 and Weledeh Catholic School’s grade 7 late French Immersion 
students participate in a two-day camp at the Yellowknife Ski Club.

Camp de neige is a great opportunity for our students to speak French 
and have fun outside of school. During our two-day camp, students learn 
different winter sports like skiing and snowshoeing as well as culture and 
art activities. Among others, we also offer a winter survival clinic with our 
friends at the Department of National Defense. French Immersion students 
from École St. Patrick High School also join to help with the many different 
activities as well as serve as positive role models for our youth. 

To end our two-day camp on a sweet note, we offer a sugar shack snack for 
our students, our staff and our wonderful volunteers that help make this 
activity a most memorable one.
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YELLOWKNIFE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Nodı̨ Dechı̨ta Nàgedè: Wolves on the Land
Nature Programming at Weledeh Catholic School

YCS students participating in the Wolves on the Land program.

Weledeh Catholic School is proudly 
located on the traditional hunting 
lands of the Yellowknives Dene First 
Nation, on Chief Drygeese Territory 
in the Akaitcho Region. We have been 
piloting a nature program this year 
called “Nodı̨ Dechı̨ta Nàgedè”. This 
Wılìıdeh Yatı phrase translates to 
“Wolves on the Land”. Our program 
is named to connect Lupi the wolf, 
our mascot, to our land through 
the program’s learning and play 
experiences.

The goals are to deepen students’ 
connection to our land and the 
culture around us as well as 

encourage physical and mental 
well-being. Students take part 
in the program through learning 
opportunities based on inquiry 
that is most often related directly to 
outcomes and content in various 
subjects. Program facilitators 
and homeroom teachers provide 
opportunities to learn through hands-
on experiences, games, free-creation 
time, reflection, and by supporting 
safe risk-taking that is fundamental 
for healthy childhood development.

Weledeh’s nature program is founded 
upon the ideals of the Forest and 
Nature School educational approach. 

Land is at the centre of Indigenous 
ways of learning. Some of the values 
of Forest and Nature School proudly 
align with Indigenous principles of 
learning because of its land-based 
approach. The guiding principles 
of Weledeh’s Nodı̨ Dechı̨ta Nàgedè 
support child-directed learning and 
inquiry through regular and repeated 
access to a natural space, while 
building a connection to land and 
culture.

This program has been incredibly 
successful through the leadership of 
teacher Sonja Hunt, who is currently 
working on her Nature Practitioner 

Certification. Ms. Hunt’s passion, 
dedication and skill in infusing her 
classes with Wılìıdeh Yatı have been 
instrumental in making this approach 
meaningful for all our students. The 
students gain not only a stronger 
connection to the land on which they 
live, but also teamwork and problem-
solving skills that will serve them well 
beyond their school days.

For more information and to see 
some of the learning experiences our 
students have enjoyed, please check 
out our website at  
https://sites.google.com/ycs.nt.ca/
wolvesontheland/home
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YELLOWKNIFE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

TechSperts
Since 2017 a group of students 
with a passion for technology has 
been having a huge impact in the 
Yellowknife Catholic Schools (YCS) 
District. All students from grades 
5 to 12 have an opportunity to join 
the YCS TechSperts to become 
technology leaders in the schools.

They learn higher-level technology 
skills, become Google certified 
at levels 1 and 2, learn emergent 

technology skills and, most 
importantly, work with teachers and 
other students to support technology-
infused lessons, activities and 
projects.

The school-based TechSperts help out 
with daily technology tasks around 
the school by supporting classes 
involved with technology-infused 
lessons in different ways. Lessons 
in Virtual Reality (VR), Augmented 

Reality (AR), Robotics, coding and 
Google apps can all be supported by 
the TechSperts.

In addition to the school-based 
TechSperts, there is a YCS TechSpert 
team, consisting of students from all 
three schools. These students are truly 
technology leaders.

One of the amazing events that the 
District TechSperts offer is a district-

wide Student Summit! The Summit, 
which receives rave reviews, is offered 
to students from grades 5 to 11, and is 
run in a similar fashion to any teacher 
summit, with the exception that the 
sessions are run by students.

The student TechSperts are helping 
change the face of learning at YCS. 
Best of all, teachers now have one 
more reason to infuse technology into 
their classrooms.
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DEHCHO – SAMBA A K’E

Charles Tetcho Reopening

The renovations of Charles Tetcho 
School are finally over and the 
community of Sambaa K’e held a 
feast to celebrate the reopening. The 
new addition and the upgrade are 
much appreciated, and the students 
are truly enjoying their school. The 
renovations expanded over a span 
of two years and we are very grateful 
to the community and parents of 
Sambaa K’e for their patience and 
support.

Our event was attended by everyone 
in the community and the afternoon 
went extremely well!

We began with a prayer led by 
Yvonne, followed by speeches 
given by Chief Dolphus and Valerie 
Lamalice, our DEA chair. We invited 
our Elders to participate also – 
Edward spoke following the Chief’s 
speech and Mary cut the moose hide 
ribbon at the entrance to the school 
using special scissors that used to 
belong to an Elder who has passed 
on. The children participated by 
singing a song to close what was a 
very meaningful ceremony and then 
everyone enjoyed the feast that we 
had prepared for them. 

Elder Mary Deneron and Chief Dolphus Jumbo are cutting the ribbon.

Valerie Lamalice, DEA Chair speaking; Chief Dolphus to her right and Principal Fradley 
on the left.

Chief Dolphus Jumbo and Teacher Kathryn Scott at right, Valerie Lamalice and Principal 
Fradley at left, along with primary students performing. Chief Dolphus Jumbo at right, Elder Edward Jumbo at centre and Principal Fradley at left.
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DEHCHO – JEAN MARIE RIVER

New Support Assistant
We are pleased to welcome our 
new support assistant, Rhonda 
Grossetete, to Louie Norwegian 
School. Rhonda is a former student 
and grew up in Jean Marie River. 
She is very excited to be back in the 
school and working with the local 
children. Rhonda is energetic and 
upbeat. She already fits into our 
school culture so well and we are 
very excited to have her as part of 
our team. 

Christmas Baskets for Elders
The students at Louie Norwegian 
School prepared Christmas baskets 
for the Elders in Jean Marie River.

They worked hard to bake cookies 
and homemade buns as well as 
homemade Christmas cards. They 
also provided other snacks such as 
raisins, jam and tea.

The students delivered the baskets 
before starting their Christmas break. 
It was a nice way to wish the Elders a 
merry Christmas and a great start to 
the holiday!

Zayden, in grade 7, said the baskets 
were a nice way to show respect 
because, “our Elder won’t be here for 
long and they can’t do what they used 
to do.” 

Margaret, in grade 5, said, “It is 
also important to check in on our 
Elders to see how they are doing and 
sometimes keep them company.” 

Martin thought making and 
delivering the baskets was important 
because, “It is nice to share what we 
have and follow the Dene laws.”

Ideza, in grade 1, played a big role 
in the baking and really enjoyed 
learning new skills in the kitchen. 
She also took the lead in making the 
Christmas cards. 

Everyone played a role in making a 
thoughtful gift for the Elders of our 
community.

Ideza stirring her cookie batter.

The students decorating Christmas cookies. 

Martin Antoine Martin Antoine Zayden Kraus

We were honoured to have Richard Sanguez teach Zayden Kraus and Martin Antoine how to make moose callers. Thank you for sharing the knowledge!

Moose Calling
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DEHCHO – NAHANNI BUT TE

Charles Yohin School
Students from Charles Yohin School 
have been very actively learning in 
the classroom and in the community 
this year. Just recently they completed 
their science habitat projects and 
presented them proudly to family 
members at the most recent school-
community lunch. 

Incorporating the Dene Zhatie 
language into their project display 
boards was well received by 
community members. Students had 
worked closely with all their teachers 
in school and in the community while 
researching information about local 
animal habitats.

Keeping fit during the winter has been made easier because of the students’ 
enthusiasm for snowshoeing and skiing regularly. With the light increasing 
every day, they look forward again to participating with the Elders in the 
trapping and camping programs.

Keeping Fit

Holding projects from left to right are  
Ciara Konisenta-Vital, Brayden Matou, 
Faith Vital and Drake Matou-Yendo.
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DEHCHO – FORT SIMPSON

The Dope Experience
BY WILL MAGNO

During November 2019, Líídlı̨ ı̨ Kų́ę́ 
Regional High School was fortunate 
enough to have the Dope Experience 
Workshop presented to our junior 
high youth for a week-long period. 

On October 24, 2019, all staff at LKES met to go over and familiarize 
themselves with the new Fountas and Pinnell guided reading program. All 
staff had a chance to practice guiding each other through guided reading 
sessions. This ensured that everyone knew how to run the guided reading 
groups effectively. 

In January, we received the rest of the resources and can now run the 
program for all students from grades 1 to 6. This allows us to work with 
almost every student to improve their reading. 

Guided Reading at Líídlı̨ı̨  Kų́ę́  Elementary School

At LKES, we recognized the importance of students getting a good start on 
reading at an early age. To ensure this, both Mr. Leach and Mrs. Andrews-
Klein go into the grade 1 class to help Mr. Blaseg run his program every 
morning. This ensures that every student in grade 1 will get at least 20 to 30 
minutes of guided reading instruction per day. 

Elsewhere in the school, the program has already shown success as we have 
had some students increasing their reading by 5 and 6 levels. 

The Dope Experience utilized 
creativity in order to teach our junior 
high students about peer pressure, 
drugs, alcohol and healthy living. The 
Dope Experience brought with them 

a Fort McPherson tent, in which they 
set up inside of our library and then 
held sessions inside of it. 

The Dope Experience also engaged 
our youth with DJ booth equipment 

and other electronics. At the end of 
the program, the students created, 
edited and developed a mini video 
showcasing what they had learned 
that week. 



12 | Voices of the North – March 2020

DEHCHO – FORT SIMPSON

Northern Distance Learning
BY WILL MAGNO

At Líídlı̨ ı̨ Kų́ę́ Regional High School 
we have started our second year 
in the Northern Distance Learning 
(NDL) program. The program has 
become a great success at our 
school because it allows us to offer 
more options for our students. 

NDL is a program where students 
virtually connect through a live 
feed to the teacher broadcasting 
live from Inuvik. Everything the 
students do is online through a 
Moodle platform, in which they 
connect with the teacher and other 
students from across the territory. 

Each NDL student receives a 
laptop, provided by the program, 
which they use to complete their 
assignments, connect with the 
teacher via email, and to use and 
operate the Moodle platform. 

Currently, we have students 
enrolled in Math 20-1, ELA 20-1, 
Physics 30 and Bio 20!

Most of our students who are in 
the NDL program love it and are 
constantly trying to sign up for more 
NDL classes. 

Our NDL program would not be 
such a success if it were not for our 
awesome NDL coordinator, Isey. 

Isey is a volunteer who has helped the 
students along during their courses 
and has been with us at the school 
since the start of the NDL program.

The students appreciate Isey’s 
willingness to help as well as her up-
beat attitude, which helps to motivate 
our students.

If you are interested in the NDL 
program and would like more 
information, please come to the 
school. We would be glad to talk 
about your son or daughter’s options.

Kole Crook Fiddle Association Jamboree
Kole Crook Fiddle Association held 
its annual Jamboree at the Líídlı̨ ı̨ 
Kų́ę́ Elementary School January 17 
to 20. Over the three days, fiddlers of 
all ages and levels were able to build 
their skills and learn new skills. There 
were a total of 70 participants from 
various communities, including 28 
participants from Fort Simpson. This 
number of participants was largely 
due to the sponsorship received from 
LKFN and the Métis Association.

On Saturday evening, LKFN 
sponsored a feast for the camp 
participants, and Elders and 
community members were treated 

to a concert. Students were able 
to perform a few tunes for the 
appreciative audience members! 

The evening also included at jigging 
contest and some group dancing, 
with music provided by the teachers 
of the Jamboree.

Fiddlers demonstrated their skills at 
a concert on Sunday. There were lots 
of talented instructors and chaperons 
who worked tirelessly with the youth, 
and the final concert was amazing. 
Thank you to Kole Crook Fiddle 
Jamboree for supporting this amazing 
weekend.

Traditional  
Games  
Championship

On February 14 and 15, 2020, both Líídlı̨ ı̨ Kų́ę́ Elementary 
School and Líídlı̨ ı̨ Kų́ę́ Regional High School are sending 
a team to the Traditional Games Championship in 
Yellowknife. In all, we have 15 students, two chaperons 
and one coach (Mrs. Bernice Gargan) going to these 

championships. They have been training and practicing very hard, 
after school, in order to prepare for these games.

We wish our students the best of luck. Have fun!
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DEHCHO – FORT SIMPSON

Youth and Elder Project
BY WILL MAGNO

Some of our students at Líídlı̨ ı̨ Kų́ę́ 
Regional High School have been 
lucky enough to participate in a great 
opportunity to connect themselves 
with Elders. The Youth and Elder 
Project has allowed students to 
connect with some Elders in the 
community, while also learning the 
skills of filmmaking and editing. 

During the project, the students 
interviewed three Elders (Jonas 
Antoine, Nick Sibbeston and John 
Tsteso) in different locations, in 
which the Elders told stories about 
the changing climate, hunting and 
trapping as well as the history of 
Líídlı̨ ı̨ Kų́ę́ First Nations people. 

During the storytelling and the 
traditional teachings, the students 
were not only learning about 
traditional ways of knowing, but also 
learning how to incorporate creativity 
and artistic expression into their 
filming. 

For the students’ hard work and 
dedication to the program, they 
will receive two CTS credits, upon 
completion, related to the media and 
filming strands.

The students gained lots of knowledge 
and insight from the Elders and 
facilitators. 

The school would like to thank Líídlı̨ ı̨ 
Kų́ę́ First Nation, Reel Youth, Robert 
Firth, Mark Vonesch and the Elders 
for making this incredible program 
happen. 

Mahsi Cho!

Michael Bull Roberts: Stay on the Right Path
BY WILL MAGNO

On December 5, 2019, Mr. Michael 
Bull Roberts visited our school 
and presented his life story to our 
students. 

Michael Bull Roberts used to be 
an Edmonton “Drug Kingpin” 
who was in charge of a large crew 
running drugs all over Canada.

Mr. Roberts is travelling all over 
the Northwest Territories from 
community to community sharing 
his story of inspiration and how 
crime has affected his life. 

Mr. Roberts explained that during 
his infamous time as a drug lord he 
felt invincible and untouchable by 
the law. 

Mr. Roberts explained that the 
fame, the money, the cars and the 
women, ultimately, were not worth 
it in the end. 

Mr. Roberts explained to the students 
that after a near death experience 
related to his organized crime ring, 
enough was enough and he got out of 
the game forever. 

His main message to the students was 
that anyone can turn their life around 
and that he now lives a modest life 
trying to explain to youth that crime is 
not worth it. 

Mr. Roberts also spoke about his 
PTSD and how that has affected every 
aspect of his life, explaining that some 
days are better than others, but he 
finds a way to cope and get through 
each day. 

In the end, Mr. Roberts spoke about 
how he has written and published 
multiple books, which was something 
that he thought he would never be 
able to do. 

He shared with students that even if 
everyone is telling you that you can’t 
do something, if you put your mind to 
it, you can succeed. 

Thank you, Mr. Roberts, for sharing 
your inspiring story with our 
youth. They really enjoyed your 
presentation!
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DEHCHO – WRIGLEY

After School Traditional Cultural Lessons at  
Chief Julian Yendo School in Wrigley
Chief Julian Yendo School (CJYS) 
hosted a community Feed the Fire 
Ceremony last fall to welcome 
the start of a new school year. The 
ceremony was facilitated by Wrigley 
Elder Tim Lennie.

Mr. Lennie also teaches after school 
drumming three days per week to 
CJYS youth. Recently, in January, 
CJYS youth participated in an 
opening ceremony for an important 
community meeting where students 
proudly showcased their Dene 
drumming skills. 

CJYS youth also receives after 
school cultural beading and sewing 
workshops, facilitated by Hailey Peter, 
and they have created very impressive 
traditional works of art.

Students very much look forward to 
and greatly enjoy these traditional 
after school cultural lessons. Left to right: Students Ryden Boniface, Lenny Pellissey, Blake Boniface, Michael Pellissey and Elder Tim Lennie.

Caroline Pellissey (wearing glasses) with 
facilitator Hailey Peter.
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Leah Simba reading to her father, George. Raine Simba reading to her mother, Jennifer.

Kaedyn Simba reading to his mother, Jennifer.

Kyla Simba reading to her mother, Jennifer.

Presley Simba-Canadien reading to her mother, Terry.

Peyton Simba reading to his mother, Melaine.

DEHCHO – K AKISA L AKE

A Celebration of Reading in Kakisa
On January 27, in celebration of Family Literacy Day, the parents were invited 
to the school to read with the students. The parents came, read and listened to 
their children read.

The students loved that their parents wanted to hear them read and the parents 
were impressed that their children could read to them so well.



16 | Voices of the North – March 2020

DEHCHO – FORT LIARD

Everyone got Their Sweet Tooth Fix in Fort Liard
BY ADAM SCOTT

The Echo Dene School in Fort Liard 
had their annual cake walk fundraiser 
on Valentine’s Day, while the Grad 
Committee hosted a romantic dinner 
for two on Saturday, February 15. 

The intermediate and senior girls 
were busy slaving over hot ovens, 
baking and decorating over 20 trays 
of cupcakes and cakes, under the 
supervision of their teacher, Robin 
Westlake, for the annual cake walk 
held in the school gym the afternoon 
of Valentine’s Day. The community 
also came out in full force, donating 
additional cakes and cupcakes. 

Everyone’s hard work paid off, as the 
cake walk was a huge success, raising 
over $600 for the school. It was also a 
fun way to end the week. Even those 
that didn’t win a cake or cupcakes 
walked away with big smiles on their 
faces. 

The 2019-2020 graduating class also 
organized their second sitting of the 
Echo Dene School restaurant. The 
first dinner happened in December 
and was open to families. The grads 
served 18 people a traditional 
Christmas dinner, with turkey and all 

the fixings. Word of mouth of their 
professionalism and impeccable 
service, coupled with the delicious 
food, spread and 28 people came 
out for the roast beef dinner for 
Valentine’s Day. 

This time it was geared towards 
couples, and parents had the option 
to have their young children babysat 
by one of the grads. The children 
were kept busy with snacks, colouring 
supplies and a movie, so their parents 
could enjoy a nice peaceful and 
romantic meal, focusing only on each 
other. 

Both the Christmas dinner and 
Valentine’s Day dinner were prepared 
by the school’s secretary, Kathie 
McLeod, with help from her daughter, 
Shayla. 

It was originally thought that 
Valentine’s Day would be the final 
sitting of the restaurant for this school 
year, but there have already been 
requests to have another dinner night. 
If anyone has an occasion or menu 
request for another dinner night, the 
grad committee is taking requests 
through the Echo Dene School 
Facebook page. Jolan Kotchea serving dinner.

Wyatt McLeod-Gargan and Jolan Kotchea preparing dinner.

Teacher Robin Westlake and Elizabeth 
Nelson decorating cakes.

Elizabeth Nelson and Jayden Klondike.

Teacher Robin Westlake with students Hunter Klondike and Elizabeth Nelson.

Briann Nelson with a cake she decorated.

Zachary Berrault poses before another round of cake walk.

Elizabeth Nelson with a cake she decorated.
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Let’s see if you can balance a cup and still walk around. Serenity Perron is doing an amazing job in keeping the cup on her head. So are 
the rest of the kindergartners and grade 1 kids. 

Lauren Hutchison and Kyla Crocker from 
BOKS Canada in front of Deh Gàh School 
after a fantastic week of physical activities 
in the Dehcho Region. 

DEHCHO – FORT PROVIDENCE

BOKS is a free physical activity 
program designed to get kids active 
and establish a lifelong commitment 
to health and fitness. A great way 
to get our kids active in smaller 
communities with little equipment 
needed, but so many fun activities. 
A great online learning portal that 
can be accessed from anywhere and 
anyone. 

A lovely quote from Kyla Crocker 
the Regional Coordinator for BOKS, 
“From obstacles courses within the 
gym, lunging around the classroom, 
balancing red cups on our heads to 
dancing like no one was watching, 
we witnessed the positive impact 
physical activity can have. Many 
students during our visit said, ‘that 
was so much fun’ or ‘wow, I am 
tired’. Those are indicators that 
the work is not done, it is only the 
beginning! Here at BOKS we want to 
support communities to continue the 
programming to ensure the fun never 
stops and kids can move together to 
stay active. BOKS ROCKS!!”

Cross-country Olympian Sharon Firth
Organized by the GNWT and Municipal and Community Affairs (MACA), 
cross-country ski Olympian Sharon Firth visited Deh Gàh School for three 
days. What a fantastic time we had with Sharon, who competed in four 
Olympic Games, from 1972 to 1984. 

The tracks were ready before her arrival. Boots were numbered and named, 
sticks and skies were ready for all the students. It worked like a charm, 
getting the kids out on the baseball field where the fresh tracks where ready 
for some cross-country action. 

The focus was on grades 4 to 8, but the sessions during PE class were open 
for anyone that wanted to participate. We saw high school students as well 
as some grade 1 students come and try it out. Even the cold -30 degree 
temperatures and slight wind from the west did not stop anyone from going 
out and skiing. 

Dehcho Divisional Education Council Physical Literacy Coordinator 
Thorsten Gohl was excited about this and said, “We had a great time with 
Sharon and Anders. They have so much love for the sport and it showed 
when working with the kids. Most of them never wanted to leave and kept 
going. So much fun that we had teachers come out after school to do some 
more skiing with them. Fantastic! And a huge thank you to all the volunteers 
for helping to make this happen.”

Beautiful words shared by Sharon from her visit to Fort Providence: “It 
is always a pleasure to go to the communities and keep the legacy cross-
country skiing alive. Like we have always said, the “Gene Pool” is right in 
front of us. We have so much potential in our NWT Youth; we see it in the 

kids in Fort Providence – their eagerness, enthusiasm and fun spirit. They 
were naturally competitive with each other. Now, to teach them to commit 
and train and get into top physical condition. Technically, they ski well, just 
practice, practice and practice.”

The stars are aligned, and we are looking forward to Cross-country NWT 
visiting the community in February to stay on track with the success that 
Sharon put in place. 

Four-time Olympian Sharon Firth teaching Carter Sadowick the easiest way to hold the 
polls. 

We had so much fun working with 
Kyla and Lauren from BOKS. The 
teachers, support staff and students 
enjoyed learning new activities, great 
games and how to be more active, 
with little efforts. It is so important to 
stay fit and active for life. Both BOKS’ 
girls portray that in many ways.

Dehcho Divisional Education Council 
Physical Literacy Coordinator 
Thorsten Gohl can definitely agree 

with Kyla’s quote 100% and add, 
“Both Lauren and Kyla had such an 
amazing energy, never stopping, 
always smiling and getting our kids 
excited about staying fit and healthy. 
All schools in the Dehcho that we 
visited were welcoming us in.”

The next step is to help and support 
the BOKS ambassadors in the 
communities and, of course, finding 
more leaders. If you would like to 

learn more about BOKS, check out 
their website at https://bokskids.ca/  
and contact Thorsten for more 
information at tgohl@ddec.ca. 

Kyla will be back in the Northwest 
Territories, bringing more of 
that energy into our classrooms, 
gymnasiums and hallways. We are 
excited to see Kyla back in the near 
future!!!

BOKS ROCKS
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Dene and Northern Games

Storm ready for the practice in our beautiful arena.

We were lucky enough that Deb Storm 
from Hockey North came to Fort 
Providence to work with our students 
and the minor hockey association on 
some hockey skills. Originally from 
Canada, but living in Australia, Deb 
brought a huge variety of fun games, 
skills, tips and tricks to our hockey 
enthusiastic kids in the community. 
Deb worked with all our kids during 

Hockey NWT

the Physical Education classes and 
the minor hockey association in the 
afternoon/evening. 

“It is great bringing programs 
and professionals like Deb to our 
community and into the Dehcho 
Region. The smiles on the kids’ faces 
is priceless when supporters like 
Hockey North come and make a 

difference in our lives,” says Dehcho 
Divisional Education Council Physical 
Literacy Coordinator Thorsten Gohl.

Deb Storm, the Technical Director 
for Hockey North, had to add, “My 
experience in Fort Providence was 
great. The people were friendly, the 
setting in the community is beautiful, 
but most of all, the smiles on the kids’ 

faces said it all. They know how to 
have fun and were game to try new 
things. I look forward to coming back 
to work more with the kids as there is 
potential in each and every one!!!”

We are certain that Hockey North 
will be back in Fort Providence and 
will soon be reaching out to other 
communities in the Dehcho. 

While Caeleb Sapp is jumping over the rope, Phoenix Krutko, River Bonnetrouge, 
Karissa Sadowick and Skyla Sadowick are getting very excited about trying it out next. 
So much fun with the Aboriginal Sports Circle trying out the Dene and Northern games. 

Karissa Sadowick and Skyla Sadowick are having so much fun with trying out the Dene 
and Northern games. Cheyenne Lafferty from the Aboriginal Sport Circle is making sure 
that everything is going well.
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LITER ACY IN THE DEHCHO

Literacy in the Dehcho 
BY PATRICK PHILLIPS, ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT, DDEC 

As of November 2018, 65% of students 
from grades 1 to 9 in our District did 
not read at grade level. While these 
numbers were disturbing, we were 
committed to action. After reviewing 
several reading intervention 
programs, we decided to implement 
an evidence-based program called 
Fountas and Pinnell classroom. The 
program was quite expensive, so our 
next step was to obtain external funds. 

Our original Jordan Principle grant in 
April of 2019 allowed us to purchase 
a large portion of the Fountas and 
Pinell balanced literacy resources, 
including Guided Reading for grades 
1 and 2. The rationale for buying 
Guided Reading for grades 1 and 2 at 
the outset was that research told us 
any successful reading intervention 
targeted the early grades first. 

By October of 2019, each of our eight 
schools had received all grade 1 and 
2 Guided Reading resources and had 
begun implementing daily 60-minute 
literacy blocks. 

In November 2019, we received an 
additional grant and purchased 
the remaining Guided Resources 
for grades 3 to 6. By March 2020, 
all schools will have received these 
remaining resources. 

Once Guided Reading is being fully 
implemented in all our schools, we 
will begin to roll-out the remaining 
aspects of the balanced literacy 
program, including interactive read 
aloud, shared reading and word work. 
Literacy coaches will be brought in 
during May 2020 to assist with these 
implementations. The rationale 
for this sequential approach is that 
we did not want to overwhelm our 
teachers with too broad an initiative 
too early. 

Conversations, anecdotal records 
and ongoing benchmark assessments 
will continue to inform us as to the 
effectiveness of this initiative.

Lucas, Roman and Raiden with teacher Januza Kulasekaram.

Kianna and friends with teacher Danielle Meuse.

Zayden Kraus, grade 7.

Martin Antoine, grade 6.

Margaret Ireland, grade 5. Nathaniel Graham-Sanguez, grade 8.
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Non-violent Crisis Intervention Training for PSTs and Principals in the Dehcho
On January 28, Principals and 
Program Support Teachers (PSTs) 
participated in Non-violent Crisis 
Intervention (NVCI) training 
in Fort Simpson. NVCI training 
equips staff with skills, confidence 
and an effective framework to 
safely manage and prevent difficult 
behaviour. It focuses on using 
strategies to deescalate difficult 
behaviour in the staff and students 
we work with. Principals will now 
decide to offer this training to their 
school staff in the future.

Stephen Hamilton Rowan Memorial Scholarship Fund
Stephen Rowan will be remembered for his involvement in the village of Fort Simpson and for 
his dedication to the preservation of local history. He taught across the Northwest Territories, 
including Gamètì and Sambaa K’e. He became the Superintendent of Education in Behchokǫ̀  
and spent a year as superintendent in Fort Simpson before retiring in 1987. 

Rowan was an active volunteer in the village of Fort Simpson. He was a member of the Library 
Board and was involved in the Jack Rabbit Ski Club, the Boy Scouts, the Beautification Society 
and the Fort Simpson Fall Fair Committee. Rowan was also the founding and sustaining member 
of the Fort Simpson Historical Society. 

The Stephen Hamilton Rowan Memorial Scholarship Fund has been established to award 
$1,000 scholarships to NWT residents who attended a Dehcho school and are currently enrolled 
in a post-secondary program. The scholarship will be awarded annually on February 17, the 
anniversary of his passing. The number of scholarships awarded per year will be determined by 
the amount in the fund. 

Adapted from “Remembering a gentleman – Fort Simpson loses historian and avid community volunteer”, Roxanna Thompson, 
Northern News Services, published Thursday, February 28, 2013.

DEHCHO

The Scholarship committee will 
consider the applicants':

• Academic achievement

• Financial need

• Letter of recommendation 
from an individual or 
organization

• Statement of educational 
goals and career objectives

Superintendent: Philippe Brulot

Contact Info: 

Office: 867-695-7300

Fax : 867-695-7359 

Email: pbrulot@ddec.ca 


