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Muaz Hassan

Raj Hundal

Chief Lloyd Chicot in Kakisa

Chief Lloyd Chicot.

Currently, 300-400 people live in Kakisa. However, Kakisa has a very storied 
history. 

In an interview with Chief Lloyd Chicot, some of that history was revealed.

In 1934, missionaries started taking children from as far away as Dog Face 
lake to school in Fort Providence. Overall, around 2,000 people began to 
relocate from throughout the region and either settled in places like Fort 
Providence, Hay River, or Kakisa. Over time, these residents did a lot of 
trading with the Hudson’s Bay Company. 

Fish was one of the main commodities. Kakisa has a long-standing tradition 
of agriculture and fishing. Even today, the fishing is magnificent with the 
prime stock being pickerel. 

As with the globe overall, climate change is a major concern in Kakisa. 
Many of the creeks that traditionally froze during the winter months remain 
open. This makes travel for migratory animals difficult as well as winter 
exacerbating the conditions for hunting. 

Community leaders like Chief Chicot are currently working with the 
University of Waterloo to uncover what can be done to improve these 
climate issues.

•	 Traded with the Hudson Bay in Fort Providence 
•	 Concerns about climate change (hunting is being affected) Less ice makes 

it difficult too move around
•	 Working w university of Waterloo

The North is a very beautiful place 
where people tend to care for each 
other.

It might be the harsh climate that 
binds community members to one 
another, but the fact is that people 
really care.

It is also a unique place where one 
can make a difference and there are 
lots of opportunities to do so.

Mr. Muaz Hassan has been in Canada 
for the last 18 years. He is originally 
from Sudan and has worked all 
throughout Africa, Asia, and Europe 
for humanitarian agencies, including 
the UN.

His humanitarian work has given him 
a particular perspective of life and he 
has come to believe that every single 
one of us has a role to play if we want 
to build better communities. 

In 2010, Mr. Hussein chose to come 
to Fort Simpson with his business 
partner, Raj Hundal to open a small 
business and put down roots in the 
community.

Since then, Mr. Hassan has served 
on numerous local committees 
in an effort to support the overall 
community.

In 2020, Muaz and Raj expanded 
their business and moved to another 
location just across the street. That 
was yet another opportunity for them 
to show respect for the local language 
and culture as they decided to give 
their store a name in the local Dene 
Zathie language. The word stands for 
“togetherness”.

In the same year, they decided 
to refurbish their previous store 
building into a warming shelter to 
accommodate local citizens through 
the coldest months of winter.

The warming shelter will be open 
during night time hours and warm 
drinks will be provided by the Łíídlı̨ı̨ 
Kų́ę́ First Nations (LKFN). The LKFN 
will ultimately be responsible for 
running this program.

We would like to honor and thank 
Muaz and Raj for their commitment 
to the community.
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Purple Walk Against Child Abuse
BY ANGELA GRIFFIN

On Tuesday, October 27, 2020, Deh Gáh  
School participated in the national 
Purple Walk Against Child Abuse.

Staff and students gathered in the 
school parking lot at 1 pm. They 
were led through the hamlet by the 
Fort Providence RCMP detachment. 
Other community organizations like 
Aboriginal Head Start and the Hamlet 
Restorative Justice Society joined in 
the walk.

Students wore purple and carried 
purple posters protesting child abuse. 
After a walk that lasted until 2 pm, 
students were invited to the Zhahti 
Koe Friendship Centre for hotdogs 
and hot chocolate.

October is child abuse prevention 
month. This is important because 
many children grow up in homes 
where abuse goes unnoticed and/or 
unreported.

Children need to be heard. They need 
the adults around them to reach out 
to them and help. They need to talk to 
adults who care.

Dress Purple Day on Tuesday, 
October 27th was designed to bring 
attention to preventing child abuse 
by offering support and access to 
counselling and support groups in a 
way that is non-judgmental.

Some maltreatment and neglect of 
children often happens when families 
don’t have the resources for the basic 
necessities. Poverty, a lack of proper 
housing, financial stresses and a lack 
of access to nutritious food are the 
reality for many families. 

The less resources a family has, the 
more they feel distressed and the 
more likely it is that those families will 

Left to right, Health Worker Jazzy Lianza, CYCC Dafne Blanco, Grade 12 student, Shanita Landry, and Grade 3 student,  
Hailey Bonnetrouge.

Grade 5 students Hannah Gargan and Ashley Bond; behind, PST Sherry Langland. Deh Gáh Grade 6 student, Ian Landry.

Principal Griffin, Larry Copelowitz, Cole Landry and Joretta Elleze.Left to right: Deh Gáh SAs Charlene Bonnetrouge and Laura Sabourin, Peter Canadien. 

cope in ways that will invariably harm 
the children.

In the past, there’s been a tendency 
to blame families, but now we 
understand more about financial 
disparity and the intergenerational 
trauma that impacts Indigenous 
families. Not everybody is treated 
equally, and not everybody has the 
same opportunities.

It is our most vulnerable communities 
that are experiencing compounded 
isolation as their support systems 
cease to operate in the ways they did 
before Covid-19 struck.

Dress Purple Day tells our community 
that they are not alone, and that the 
village it takes to raise a child, is still 
here and ready to help.
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K-9 Unit Visit to Deh Gáh School Leaves Tails Wagging
BY ANGELA GRIFFIN

Deh Gáh students in Grade 2 and 3 and Grade 8 and 9 welcomed the RCMP 
K-9 unit into their classes on Friday, October 9th. RCMP Constable, Terence 
Dunphy, visited the classrooms with a black German Shepherd named Hoss. 
Students learned about the role dogs play in law enforcement. They also 
learned to treat animals humanely.

Dogs are sentient beings that deserve to be treated as part of the family. 
Children learned not to be cruel to animals and to respect a canine’s abilities 
in law enforcement or in the service of people who may be visually impaired 
or suffer from severe anxiety and depression. Studies have shown that schools 
that have canine units on campus have lower student suicide rates and lower 
dropout rates.

Police Service Dog Hoss is a 5-year old full profile German Shepherd. Hoss 
was born in Innisfail, Alberta as part of the RCMP Police Dog Training Centre’s 
breeding program, and began his work towards becoming a police dog when 

Left to right, RCMP Constable Terence Dunphy, Haily Bonnetrouge, Karissa Sadowick, 
Harlladon Kenny, Calin Landry, and (sitting)Gitta Causa with Hoss. 

Left to right RCMP Constable Terence Dunphy, Phoenix Krutko, Harlladon Kenny, Karissa 
Sadowick, Hailey Bonnetrouge, Calin Landry, and (sitting) Gitta Causa with Hoss. 

Deh Gáh Flips Over Judo
Judo visited Deh Gáh School during the week of October 26th to October 30th. Two time Olympian, Amy Cotton, stopped by Deh Gáh School for a second 
visit to teach the students of Deh Gáh School a few more stellar moves.

Judo literally means the ‘gentle way’. It is generally categorized as a modern Japanese martial art, which has since evolved into a combat and Olympic sport. 
The sport, created in 1882 by Jigoro Kano, is a physical, mental, and moral discipline.

Judo is another component of the DDEC vision for a holistic approach to education in the Dehcho. In an effort to educate the whole child – body, mind and 
spirit – the DDEC has hired Amy Cotton to bring her love and passion for the art of Judo to the students in the Dehcho.

Deh Gáh students have flipped for Judo!

By Angela Griffin

Amy Cotton and Grade 2 student,  
Karissa Sadowick toss a ball. Grade 3 
student, Gitta Causa sits and watches. 

Grade 3 student Gitta Causa pins Grade 3 
student, Harlladon Kenny.

Grade 2 and 3 left to right, Grade 2 
student, Karissa Sadowick; Grade 3 
student, Calin Landry; Grade 2 student, 
Phoenix Krutko; Grade 3 student, Gitta 
Causa; instructor Amy Cotton and Grade 3 
student, Harlladon Kenny. 

Grade 2 student, Phoenix Krutko 
in the foreground. Grade 2 student, 
Karissa Sadowick and instructor, Amy 
Cotton in the background with Grade 3 
student, Harlladon Kenny.

Constable Dunphy met Hoss at seven weeks of age. Hoss’ father worked as an 
RCMP Police Service Dog in the Northwest Territories between 2015 and 2018.

Hoss and Constable Dunphy have been working as a team together since 2017. 
They moved to Yellowknife in 2018 and respond to calls for service across the 
Northwest Territories. Hoss is trained to track and/or search for human scent, 
to detect drugs and firearms, for agility, obedience and criminal apprehension.

Constable Dunphy had chemicals on a cloth that he showed to the students 
before hiding the cloth in the room. The dog then entered the classroom and 
Office Dunphy put a special collar on the dog before commanding the dog to 
search the room for the cloth. The dog readily found what it was looking for. 
Constable Dunphy explained that when the police are searching for drugs, they 
use dogs for that. He also spoke to the students about the danger of drugs.

The children were fascinated by the visit. Maybe some of these Deh Gáh 
students will grow up to be a K-9 RCMP constables!
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Deh Gáh Celebrates Covid-Safe Halloween
BY ANGELA GRIFFIN SUPERINTENDENT BRULOT

Deh Gáh School celebrated 
Halloween on October 30th in fine 
Covid-19 fashion. The students 
loved seeing their teachers, SAs and 
principal all dressed as Minions.

The students returned after lunch 
in full costume. There was a Covid-
safe costume parade on ZOOM. The 
costume competition judges were 
DDEC Literacy Consultant, Pauline 
Gilmour; school counselor, Dafne 
Blanco; and ILE teacher, Theresa 
Bonnetrouge.

All classes watched the parade in 
their classroom bubbles via ZOOM. 
Each grade was awarded prizes for 
the best costumes. Every student also 
received an individually wrapped, 
Covid-safe treat bag from the Main 
Office.

The school Secretary, Sydney Rowe, 
celebrated her Halloween birthday a 
day early with a cake made by school 
SA, Bertha Landry, and received 
presents from a very grateful staff.

The secondary students carved 
pumpkins in Nimisha Bastedo’s class 
and baked pumpkin seeds into crispy 
pumpkin treats.

A scarily good time was had by all. 
Boo!

Avery Krutko, Kindergarten.

Dahtu Landry, Junior Kindergarten.

Skyla Sadowick. Kindergarten.

Zoey Landry, Kindergarten.

Halloween birthday Minion, Secretary Sydney Rowe.

High school students, Danita Minoza and 
Tyler Nadli carve pumpkins. Custodian Minion, Veronica Bonnetrouge and CYCC Minion, Dafne Blanco. 

Front row, left to right: SA Minion Laura Sabourin; SA Minion Belinda Sabourin; Minion 
Custodian, Veronica Bonnetrouge; Grade 6-7 Minion Teacher, Finno Celestin.

Middle row: Grade 2-3 Minon Teacher, Diana Granga; Grade 8-9 Minion Teacher, Kristen 
Machina; JK-1 Minion Teacher, Kathy Pellissey; PST Minion, Sherry Langland; Principal 
Minion Angela Griffin; ILE Minion Theresa Bonnetrouge; Grade 4-5 Minion Teacher, Sonia 
Minoza; CYCC Minion, Dafne Blanco and Unicorn Minion Pup, Acerina.

Back row, left to right: Secondary School Minion, Nimisha Bastedo; Literacy Consultant 
Minion, Pauline Gilmour; and Substitute Minion, Juan Carlos Sanchez Gonzalez.
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Shared Reading and Writing

Drawing inspired Deh Gáh students to write. What wonderful drawings 
and stories they created!

The youngest students at Deh Gáh are Readers and Authors! 

Kindergarten and Grade Ones learned to find basic sight words in a book 
the class created together. It all began with a Read Aloud of the book Polar 
Bear, Polar Bear, What do you Hear? by Bill Martin Jr. 

Next, students participated in shared writing to create a class story using 
the names of their classmates. 

After reading their new class story together, and finding all the new sight 
words, the children finally got to take a copy of their new book home to 
read to their families. 

Christmas at Deh Gáh

Stories from the grades 4/5 class – Gingerbread 
Village Drawing and Story Challenge 

The students first outlined the 
criteria: 5 houses, 4 gingerbread 
people, icicles, Christmas lights 
and a train set, and then they drew.

The written story also had to 
include these details. Both were 
reviewed by their classmates for 
evidence of the criteria.

A vote was held for the story that 
best met the criteria and a winner 
was chosen.

Your teachers are so proud of your 
work, Grade Four-Fives. We are 
also thankful to Sonia Minoza for 
her hard work!

Pauline Gilmour,  
Regional Literacy Coordinator

On Friday, December 18, Deh Gáh School celebrated Christmas 
as a school. 

Grade 8 and 9 teacher, Kristen Machina, used DEA money to 
buy presents for every child in the Hamlet. Deh Gáh staff met 
after school on Wednesday, December 16, 2020 to wrap the gifts 
as they learned Christmas phrases in Dene Zhatie. Kristen also 
invited Santa to stop by on Friday, December 18. Santa met with 
every child in the school and asked them what they wanted for 
Christmas. 

The secondary students were invited to meet with Canadian-
American music icon and songstress, Buffy Sainte-Marie over 
lunch through Connect North. Unfortunately, Ms. Sainte-Marie 
was ill, but Connect North still provided lunch for the students. 
They enjoyed a pizza lunch that was individually plated. 

DEA Trustee, Albertine Canadien and DEA Chair, Agnes 
Bonnetrouge, stopped by for a slice of pizza with staff along 
with Connect North’s Karalyn Menicoche and the Youth 
Centre’s Niroja Thiru and Brandon Thom.

Language teacher, Theresa Bonnetrouge, helped Santa deliver 
gifts to the homes of the children who were not at school. 

The school community was not permitted to come together for 
a school Christmas concert, but every class filmed a Christmas 
performance. The staff also filmed a humorous Christmas 
skit. Deh Gáh Secondary teacher, Nimisha Bastedo, edited the 
performances into a film and uploaded it in a YouTube link so 
families could enjoy seeing their children celebrate the season 
with their teachers and classmates. 

It was a joyous time for all, and a superb way to begin our 
Christmas as a school community!

Angela Griffin
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Christmas Chicken in the Dehcho
BY ANGELA GRIFFIN

Deh Gáh Grade 4/5 teacher, Sonia Minoza. 

L-R: Fort Providence residents, Kirk and 
Dorothy Minoza.

L-R: Captain’s Cabins’ resident, John 
Mikula and Fort Providence resident, 
Michael Squirrel. 

L-R: Fort Providence resident, Raymond Bonnetrouge, and Fort Providence DEA Board 
Member, Alphonsine Gargan.

On Saturday, December 19, 2020, 
frozen chicken was distributed to 
the people of Fort Providence as part 
of Food Banks Canada’s initiative to 
give a variety of protein-rich foods to 
northern communities. 

The people of Fort Providence arrived 
at the Snowshoe Inn between 2:30 
and 4 pm on Saturday, December 19, 
to receive free chicken.

Households of more than two people 
received a full case of chicken and 
households with one or two received 
half a case of frozen chicken. People 
from Behchokǫ̀ and Kakisa also 
travelled to Fort Providence to receive 
free chicken. 

Food security is an ongoing dilemma 
in northern communities. Residents 
are often in need of fresh produce and 
protein. The food products brought 
to the Dehcho by the Surplus Food 
Rescue Program and Food Banks 
Canada are without a market due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. These 
organizations redistribute the food 
where there’s a need, free of charge.

Communities throughout the country 
are receiving protein-rich foods 
through the Surplus Food Rescue 
Program and Food Banks Canada. 

Food Banks Canada worked with the 
principal of Deh Gáh School, Angela 
Griffin, to bring in the chicken to 

Fort Providence, but that initiative 
grew when Principal Griffin reached 
out to former Deh Gáh Principal, 
Lois Philipp, and the school and 
community librarian, Linda Croft. 
Lois Philipp and Linda Croft facilitate 
the Meals on Wheels program within 
the community. 

Lois Phillip, through her contacts, 
facilitated the delivery of 26 pallets of 
chicken, with 40 cases of chicken legs 
per pallet to 13 NWT communities 
including Jean Marie River, Fort 
Simpson, Wrigley, Fort Liard, Fort 
Resolution, Ndilo, Dettah, Sambaa K’e,  
Fort Providence, Kakisa, the 
Kátł’odeeche First Nation, Délı̨nę and 
Whatì. Manitoulin Trucking shipped 
it up free of charge. 

There is going to be another shipment 
in early January 2021. This time 
Atlantic salmon will make its way 
to the NWT, again courtesy of the 
Surplus Food Rescue Program and 
Food Banks Canada. 

Sandy MacPherson of Buffalo Airways 
contacted Principal Griffin on Friday, 
December 18 to offer free air freight 
to get the food to remote northern 
communities. 

It is going to be a Merry Christmas at 
dinner tables in the Dehcho. 

Mahsi cho, Surplus Food Rescue 
Program and Food Banks Canada!!! 

God bless us, everyone!
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Harvesting Medicine from the Land/Hunting Trip, 2020 
BY TERRY SAPP

Deh Gáh School was granted funding for Rites of Passage camps for male and 
female secondary students. The program was led by teacher Terry Sapp and 
Northern Loco Director, Jason Collard. 

Terry and Jason met in September to discuss creating two separate camping trips 
for the secondary school students. The female students would go on the land to 
gather medicinal plants to provide medicine for the elders. They made Labrador 
tea, spruce gum and red willow medicine. The males went moose hunting to 
provide meat for the local elders who can no longer go out on their own. 

Female secondary students, Joretta Elleze, Charlotte Landry and Danita 
Minoza, were accompanied by mentor Ruby Nadli and teachers, Terry Sapp 
and Annadette Bouvier. On Friday, October 2, they departed school at 2 pm for 
the locally owned camping area of T’elemia for the weekend. They travelled by 
boat along the MacKenzie River for 20 minutes. Once there, they dropped off 
their gear and proceeded to Ruby’s camp further down the river by boat to feed 
the fire. The girls were told that throughout the weekend they would gather 
traditional medicine from the land for the local elders. 

After eating a simple meal of soup and bannock, the group went into the bush 
and gathered some Labrador tea leaves and red willow branches. Annadette 
Bouvier brought some traditional food to share with everyone at the camp. 
She enlisted the help of the girls to pluck a duck and goose before their mentor 
helped the group singe the birds over the fire. 

The group had a male chaperone with them. Jason Causa carried a gun for 
protection against bears. The day before, he had gone hunting and bagged a 
moose. He shared this meat with the students. The girls helped prepare the 
moose meat for dinner. When evening came, the group used the boat and 
headed back to T’elemia to set their beds and rest for the next day. 

Morning came and with it the opportunity to travel again to Ruby’s camp. They 
shared the breakfast that Ruby provided for the group. After breakfast, they 
collected high bush cranberries and spruce gum with which to make medicine. 
After lunch, the girls prepped their own dry meat with the moose meat that had 
been provided for them and made themselves diced meat to take home. Ruby 
showed the girls how to make diced fish and told them what other parts are 
good to eat and how to cook it. 

As the day went on, Ruby helped the girls to make Labrador tea. They jarred the 
tea and stored it in a cool place. The girls had some free time before helping to 
prepare dinner. They took Ruby’s canoe on the creek near her cabin. The girls 
also fed the Whiskey Jacks that came close to them. 

The girls helped to prepare the moose stew and Ruby made bannock to go 
with it. They helped clean around the camp before sitting around the fire to 
share stories. The girls were asked how they liked being out at the camp for 
the weekend. They said that they enjoyed it. It was an opportunity for them to 
be quiet. Annadette asked Ruby when next she would be going to her camp. 
Annadette expressed an interest in accompanying Ruby again. She welcomed 
a weekend getaway and an opportunity to shut off her cell phone for the 
weekend. She enjoyed the wilderness. The group then returned to T’elima for 
the night. 

The last day of the trip came all too soon. During the morning, they packed up 
their belongings and set them aside before going to Ruby’s camp again. Terry, 
Annadette and Ruby prepped breakfast for the girls. Afterwards, Ruby showed 
the girls how to make the spruce gum drink and jarred more Labrador tea. 

Ruby presented each of the girls with a goodie bag to share with their families. 
There was dry meat that the girls had prepped, diced moose meat, dried fish, 
fish eggs and fish guts. Ruby also invited the girls to stop by her house in town 
for a bag of dry meat for themselves. 

The Canadian Rangers stopped by for tea, soup and bannock that the whole 
group prepped for lunch. After the visitors left, the students loaded the boats 
and headed back into town. 

The students have had many experiences of being on the land through school 
excursions, community gatherings or with family. They enjoyed the weekend of 
being on the land as a group. 

While the girls were at T’elemia, the boys went hunting. Deh Gáh Secondary 
School students, Tyrell Nadli, Riley McKay, Dean Squirrel and Luke 
Bonnetrouge, travelled by boat with their mentors Louie Lacorne, Justine 
Lacorne and Phillip Bonnetrouge to their main location of Axe Point. Along the 
way, they stopped to visit an elder and listened to his stories before continuing 
on their journey. Once at the campsite that their mentors had already set up 
the day before, they set their beds. Some of the students helped cook for the 
group. They noticed that there was a bear near the campsite. The young men 
looked for the bear with their mentors. They had an opportunity to shoot a gun. 

The following morning, the mentors prepped breakfast for the students. The 
students went to hunt for the bear again. After lunch, they travelled by boat to 
hunt for moose. They were reminded that the meat would be given to the elders 
who can no longer go on the land for themselves. 

On the last day, the weather was not calm. It was decided that it was not safe to 
travel back to town. They stayed at the site in a place safe from the waves, and 
pulled the boats from the river lest they would have floated away. 

The boys had a great experience. For a few of them, this was their first time 
going out on the land as part of a hunting party. Unfortunately, the boys did not 
have any luck getting a moose, but they enjoyed the weekend away and learned 
how to survive by living off the land. They also enjoyed the stories that they 
heard from their mentors. 

L-R: Danita Minoza, Charlotte Landry, 
Joretta Elleze preparing moose stew.

Jarred tea and medicines.
Back row: Jason Causa, Joretta Elleze, and Annadette Bouvier. Front row: Charlotte 
Landry, Skyla Sadowick, Danita Minoza, Ruby Nadli, Jean Causa.

Labrador Tea brewing.
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My local public health/health centre phone number: 

You can find your local public health phone number here:
https://www.hss.gov.nt.ca/en/hospitals-and-health-centres

COVID-19 information for students
Daily Symptom Screening Tool

Use this COVID-19 screening tool with your  
child every morning before going to school.

Does your child have ONE or more of the following symptoms?

Has your child travelled outside of the NWT, or had close contact with 
anyone who has travelled outside of the NWT in the past 14 days?

Has your child had close contact with anyone who is showing 
symptoms of COVID-19, is awaiting a COVID-19 test result, or has 
tested positive for COVID-19 in the past 14 days?

If the answer is YES to one or both questions above, please keep 
your child at home and contact public health for next steps. If the 
answer to both questions is NO, move to Step 2.

Updated: Nov. 17, 2020

1.

2.

If your child has ONE or more of these symptoms, please keep 
them at home and contact public health for next steps. If your 
child has none of these symptoms, move to Step 3.

3. Does your child have ANY of the following symptoms?

If your child has ONE of the following symptoms, please keep 
your child home for 24hrs. If the symptom improves within 
24hrs, they can go back to school. If the symptom does not 
get better or worsens, contact your local health care provider 
for next steps.

If your child has TWO or more of the following symptoms, 
please keep them at home and contact public health or your 
local health care provider for next steps.

Shortness of breath or 
difficulty breathing

New or worsening 
cough

Fever Loss of sense of taste 
or smell

Generally feeling unwell

Sore throat

Nausea or vomitting

Chills

Congestion or runny nose

Abdominal pain

Muscle aches

Headache

Skin changes or rashes

Fatigue or weakness

Diarrhea

Loss of appetite

Łíídlı̨ı̨ Kų́ę́ Regional High School 
Shop Class heard of a need in the 
community and worked quickly to 
help fill that need. 

Mr. Benoit has been volunteering at 
the Warming Centre in Fort Simpson 
and realized that they did not have 
bed frames there. 

Mr. Benoit took it upon himself with 
the help of the students in his High 
School Shop Class to build the bed 
frames for the Warming Centre. 

The shop class has built two bed 
frames and will deliver them once 
the mattresses arrive at the Warming 
Centre. 

In the near future the shop class will 
also be looking to create cabinet style 
lockers for the Warming Centre. 

I just wanted to give a big shout out 
and mahsi cho to Mr. Benoit and the 
students in his shop class, especially 
Hunter Clillie, Keegan Menacho, and 
Zach Tesou!

Shop Class Builds Beds for Village Warming Centre
BY V WILL MAGNO
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L-R: Cora Causa; Sommer Bonnetrouge; Sheena Bonnetrouge and Mackenzie Neyelle.

Table #1 Left to right: Deh Gáh Program Support Teacher, Sherry Langland; Deh Gáh 
teacher, Finno Celestin; Deh Gáh teacher, Juan Carlos Sanchez Gonzalez; and Fort 
Providence CYCC, Dafne Blanco. 

Table #2 Left to right: Deh Gáh SA and grandmother, Laura Sabourin; DEA Board Member, 
Evelyn Sabourin; DEA Board Member and DEA Fort Providence Trustee, Albertine 
Canadien; Hamlet Representative, Rowena Canadien; and DEA Chair, Joyce McLeod.

Table #3 (In the background) Left to right: NWT Commissioner, Margaret Thom; DEA 
Board member, Agnes Bonnetrouge; Former Deh Gáh Principal and Owner and Operator 
of Northern Loco, Lois Philipp. 

Table #4 (In the foreground) Left to right: Deh Gáh Got’ı̨ę First Nation Fort Providence 
Chief Joachim Bonnetrouge; Justice Representative and parent, Tina Gargan; and Youth 
Centre Sports Coordinator, Brandon Thom. 

Margaret Jumbo, Chief Dolphus Jumbo, Kaechoa Rocque-Jumbo 

Table #1 in foreground, left to right: Justice Representative and parent, Tina Gargan; 
Deh Gáh Got’ı̨ę First Nation Fort Providence Chief, Joachim Bonnetrouge; Youth Centre 
Coordinator, Niroja Thiru; and Youth Centre Sports and Recreation Coordinator, Brandon 
Thom.

Table #2 in background, left to right: Connect North Coordinator, Karalyn Menicoche; and 
Deh Gáh SA, Belinda Sabourin.

L-R: Chief Dolphus Jumbo, Kaechoa Rocque-Jumbo, Margaret Jumbo, Abigail Bourgion, 
Yvonne Jumbo, Shannon Jumbo, Nah’ehlee Rocque-Jumbo, Carielyn Jumbo, and 
Ts’ahlekea (Allie) Rocque-Jumbo. 

Margaret Jumbo, Chief Dolphus Jumbo, Kaechoa Rocque-Jumbo. 

Filling Up on Compassion to Erase Bullying in the Dehcho
BY ANGELA GRIFFIN

On Tuesday, November 3, 2020, 
stakeholders in the Dehcho came 
together for a meal and to participate 
in a discussion around bullying and 
the dangers of unfettered social 
media access led by Safer Schools 
Together (SST).  
https://saferschoolstogether.com.

Each of the schools in the Dehcho 
engaged in this timely and relevant 
conversation. Community leaders 
across the Dehcho, many of whom are 
also parents and grandparents within 
the respective communities, joined 

to partake in a Covid-safe, separately-
plated meal, and to listen to the SST 
presentation.

Bullying is a pervasive issue in every 
community; however, there are more 
positive things happening in each 
community than there are negative.

Those who came to the table on 
Tuesday night were there to fill up on 
compassion and empathy and stand 
stronger together against bullying 
and to educate themselves on some 
dangers that are linked to a youth’s 
unsupervised access to social media.

Erase Bullying Campaign in the Dehcho
Community Session on: Social Media Awareness, Digital Footprints, and Cyberbullying

On the evening of November 3, 2020, parents in our eight communities 
gathered to further discuss our ERASE bullying campaign. In attendance, 
were upwards of 100 parents and community members. Attendees were 
enthused and engaged with the subject matter.

The presentation focused on all things digital. Largely speaking, students 
have entered into their digital media lives. 

Present here is cell phone and video game use. They enter a world of social 
media and hyper-texting. Family rules, parental controls, and developing 
a family tech plan were outlined, as well as offering recommendations for 
monitoring a child’s digital life. 

Another key theme was that parents need to lead the charge as a digital 
role model and help their child develop a strong digital foundation while 
reminding them that their digital footprint needs to be a reflection of their 
real self.

Parents were informed of cyberbullying and cyber-exclusion, the dangers 
of anonymity, privacy, the sharing of intimate images, and how to avoid 
inappropriate websites.

Lastly, parents were informed about current trends around concerning apps.

All in all, it was an enjoyable and informative evening for those in 
attendance.
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A Christmas Treat
The students of Kakisa Lake and their teachers 
made and delivered Christmas cakes to each 
family in Kakisa. This has become a tradition 
for the last four years. The students were Santa’s 
elves and decorated their sled and delivered 
cakes to each house on December 18th.

Charles Yohin School has literally 
been “rocking” recently as students 
enthusiastically presented their 
science projects featuring the topic 
Rocks and Minerals. After more than 
a month of investigation, experiments 
and research, they were eager to share 
their findings. These included legends 
obtained on audio tapes provided by 
Elders talking about the origins of the 
local mountain formations.

Students were very engaged in their 
experiments throughout the process. 
They particularly enjoyed taking on 
the role of geologists complete with 
rock hammers, work gloves and safety 
goggles. Capping off the unit with 
the activation of their hand-crafted 
volcanoes was the ultimate. Now the 
students’ thoughts are already on 
Outer Space as we embark on the next 
science unit. Stay tuned! 

Rocking it out in Nahanni Butte
BY STEVE MACFADYEN

News from Kakisa Lake School
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L-R: Ruby Jumbo, Carielyn Jumbo, Valerie Lamalice, Margaret Jumbo.

Elsie Hardisty, chairperson and  
Lisa Moses, trustee.

L-R: Brenda Berreault, Janna Deneron 
and Sylvia Sassie.

L-R: Brenda Berreault, Janna Deneron and Sylvia Sassie.

The DEA Role and Responsibilities

We are very grateful to ECE for putting on a great online workshop.

Our representatives on the DEAs play a huge role. They share their 
knowledge of the communities, and they provide the support and guidance 
that is needed to run the school efficiently. A lot of our DEA members have 
been elected many times over.

It takes commitment and a willingness to make a difference.

This online training was a huge success with a total of 25 participants.
•	 Fort Providence – five participants
•	 Wrigley – three participants
•	 Sambaa K’e – six participants
•	 Jean Marie River – three participants
•	 Fort Liard – four participants
•	 Fort Simpson – four participants

Once again, a big thank you to ECE.
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Christmas Celebrations at Charles Tetcho School

Echo Dene School’s Annual Christmas 
Concert was different this year, but the 
end result was the same – we were able 
to spread Christmas cheer and create 
life-long memories for the community of 
Fort Liard to cherish for years to come.

With Covid-19 restrictions in place, 
teachers and students started to 
get creative, re-imagining how the 
Christmas Concert would look like.

The middle school and high school 
worked hard in early December, 

Echo Dene School’s Annual Christmas Concert!
sharing ideas and coming up with a 
background for the stage together. 
While the stage and backdrop were 
being put together, classes were 
working diligently on their class 
performances.

Amy Gatus, the District Music 
Coordinator for the Dehcho 
Divisional Education Council, spent 
hours preparing the students for their 
instrumental performances, while 
the teachers of Echo Dene School 

put together dance and instrumental 
performances, and poetry readings.

Once the stage and backdrop was 
put together, classes recorded their 
performances with their respective 
bubbles. Sometimes, it took up to four 
takes! 

Middle school students, Conrad 
Sassie, Kadence Norn, Zackery 
Berreault and Joseph Timbre, 
recorded each performance using 
school iPads, under the supervision 

of Program Support Teacher Nadine 
Downey-Chaulk. At times, there were 
up to five different devices recording 
the performance! We wanted 
community members to get a full 
experience with various angles.

Our emcees for the concert were high 
school students Briann Nelson and 
Jayden Klondike. The two had a lot 
of fun recording their performances, 
coming up with holiday-themed 
jokes. Their personalities really came 
out on the DVD!

To celebrate Christmas, students 
created a wide range of gifts 
for their parents and did an 
outstanding job performing at our 
Christmas Concert. 

Students in the 5-9 classroom 
made Jack Frost bath bombs, 
cherry chapstick, and honey and 
oat soap, salt dough ornaments 
and painted wooden pre-cut 
ornaments. The JK-4 classroom 
made snow globe inspired 
decorations, painted wooden 
ornaments and made salt dough 
ornaments among other items. 

Due to Covid-19, our Christmas 
concert had to be filmed but that 

did not put a damper on the events!

Students in the 5-9 class learned how 
to play Jingle Bells on their ukuleles. 
They learned how to square dance, 
and they even performed a reading of 
‘Twas the Night Before Christmas for 
their portion of the concert. 

In the JK-4 class, students performed 
an Elf Dance and wrote and presented 
what they would do if Santa got stuck 
in the chimney. 

The Christmas concert was well 
received and the parents enjoyed the 
wide range of student-made gifts.

It was a memorable Christmas at 
Charles Tetcho School!
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In the Spirit of Giving and Receiving in the Dehcho and the Sahtú
BY PRINCIPAL ANGELA GRIFFIN

“After a long year of Covid-19 physical 
distancing we came together as one to 
feed families for Christmas.” 

~ Angela Griffin

As a child, I remember my mother 
assembling Christmas baskets that 
were really more Christmas crates 
than baskets. At night, she had me 
leave them on the holiday decorated 
doorsteps of people living near 
us who were in need usually due 
to unemployment. I was to run 
away without being seen by the 
beneficiaries of that anonymous 
generosity. In those sizable 
boxes were frozen meats, canned 
vegetables, cereals, breads and sweets 
as well as wrapped and tagged gifts 
for any children living within the 
household. We were not rich, but we 
never went without food or presents 
at Christmas. My father always 
worked. We were blessed with good 
health and prosperity in this country, 
and needed to share our good fortune 
with others less fortunate especially at 
Christmas. 

I am the school principal of Deh Gáh 
Elementary and Secondary School 
in Fort Providence, NWT. In Fort 
Providence, there is historical trauma 
and poverty. As a community, Fort 
Providence has embarked upon 
implementing initiatives that will 
bring the children well ahead of 
the devastating learning curve that 
prevails in Indigenous communities 
all across northern Canada. One 
significant step in improving learning 
opportunities for the children here is 
addressing their nutrition. 

One of the most significant legacies 
of European colonization is 
entrenched poverty. This has served 
to exacerbate the psychiatric distress 
of First Nations and has led to a 
preponderance of diagnosable mental 
health problems such as chemical 
addictions and suicide. Extensive 
medical and psychological research 
has demonstrated the negative effects 
that poverty has on the physical, 
socio-economic, and cognitive well-
being of children. These include 
higher infant mortality rates, lower 
birth weights, heightened exposure 
to environmental toxins like lead, 
which can lead to decreased muscle 
and bone growth and development, 
damage to the nervous systems, 
kidney and hearing impairment, 
speech and language problems, 
developmental delays, and seizures. 
Poverty also means greater exposure 
to poor social conditions. 

In northern Indigenous communities 
across Canada good quality food 
and premium sources of protein are 
scarce and costly. This is the third 
northern, Indigenous community 
in which I have worked and lived 
since 2018. The other two were fly-in 
communities. Food costs are at a 
premium in northern Indigenous 
communities particularly with 
regards to the fly-in communities. The 
quality of food is often deplorable. A 
diet of processed food impacts the 
health and wellness of community 
members. It also negatively affects the 
cognitive development of the children 
and adversely impacts the children’s 
ability to learn. 

Community members prefer to hunt 
and fish; however, shifting climate 
patterns have adversely impacted 
the ability of community members 
to hunt as they once did or as 
they would like to. Thus, the need 
for quality, affordable sources of 
protein is at a premium in northern 
Indigenous communities. 

In late August, I received an email 
asking if communities were interested 
in receiving free meat. With the 
frenetic pace of the beginning of 
the school year, I did not respond 
immediately. Another inquiry came 
to me on September 29, 2020. Ori 
Wah-Shee, Senior Advisor of Anti-
Poverty, reached out regarding the 
opportunity to receive free meat for 
our community. On October 2, 2020, 
as principal of Deh Gáh School, I 
responded to this email and one 
from Ms. Lisa Sommers of Food 
Banks Canada. Her communication 
was marked urgent. She wrote that 
their organization was one of several 
organizations that applied for and 
received federal funding to distribute 
excess, high quality, frozen protein 
products (meats/fish) in northern 
communities through the Federal 
Government’s Surplus Food Recovery 
Program. 

Food that may otherwise go to waste 
during the ongoing pandemic was to 
be matched and distributed to local 
charities and nonprofits across the 
country, such as shelters, community 
groups and meal programs, to feed 
those Canadians who need it most. 
The acquired food – including 

produce, eggs, meat and seafood – 
 was made available through 
FoodRescue.ca, a digital platform 
and mobile app created by Second 
Harvest to connect community 
groups with food resources.

Ms. Sommers was reaching out 
to communities who faced food 
insecurity. Recipients could freeze 
these products for up to a year with 
proper cold storage. These products 
would be delivered frozen and would 
need to be kept frozen until used. 
She invited expressions of interest in 
receiving products like Yellowfin Sole, 
Atlantic Salmon fillets, frozen chicken 
thighs, and frozen chicken legs before 
noon on Wednesday, October 7, 2020.

The pallet size of these products would 
be on a standard 40”x 48” pallet and 
weigh approximately 1,500 lbs. These 
pallets could be double stacked in 
storage, provided that a forklift could 
be used to load and unload them. 

I calculated the school freezer storage 
space, and responded that evening 
after school. I explained that Deh Gáh 
School was a JK-12 school and had a 
student population of 103 students. 
I told Ms. Sommers that we emptied 
our fridges, freezers, food cupboards, 
and kitchen shelves during Covid-19 
to feed the community. I said that we 
had four huge freezers, each 66 cubic 
feet, that were currently empty. 

I told Ms. Sommers that we could 
take as many pallets as they could 
spare. I knew that the community 
would devour any amount of fish 
or chicken. 900 people live in Fort 

L-R: Deh Gáh Principal and Northern Loco owner, Lois Phillip; current Principal of Deh Gáh, Angela Griffin; and Fort Providence community librarian, Linda Croft.
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Providence and they are often in 
need of affordable meat, I explained. 
They love fish. The river would be 
frozen over soon and that would 
limit fishing. Climate Change had 
complicated the hunting of bison 
and caribou on traditional lands, I 
told her. We would be in Arctic frozen 
temperatures soon; thus, cold storage 
of any products sent to us would not 
be an issue. 

I assured Ms. Sommers that the only 
constraints would be not having 
enough for the people here, and 
thanked her for thinking of us. 

Lisa Sommers told me that I was the 
first one to respond to her email and 
said that they would be pleased to 
fill our freezers again. I was asked to 
advise how many pallets of frozen 
product we could put in our freezers. 
She offered to ship food to us in 
October, and again in December. 

I responded that we could take 10 
pallets. 

By October 27, Lisa wrote to me 
that though she had me down for 
10 pallets, she wondered if I could 
take 26 pallets. Another recipient 
who was going to take 10 pallets 
was out of space. She asked if any 
other community agencies in Fort 
Providence would be interested in 
receiving an additional 6 pallets. 

Lisa noticed that there was a river 
crossing that would have to freeze 
over before they could ship the food 
to us. The product was in BC and 
would be shipped to Yellowknife and 
then to Fort Providence.

As the amount of product grew, I 
immediately asked former Deh Gáh 
Principal and Northern Loco owner, 
Lois Philipp, and Fort Providence 
community librarian, Linda Croft, 
for assistance. Lois and Linda run 
the Meals on Wheels program for 

community elders and the Friendship 
Centre Food Bank within the 
community. 

Linda Croft emailed Lisa Sommers to 
coordinate the food donation to the 
community. Linda suggested that we 
distribute the food to neighbouring 
Indigenous communities that rely on 
land resources for subsistence. 

Linda Croft assured Lisa Sommers 
of Food Banks Canada that we could 
handle the extra pallets and could 
store the food outside in buildings or 
in sea cans over the winter months as 
we live in minus temperatures up to 6 
months of the year.

Through Lois Philipp, we also had 
access to a forklift and people to help 
unload the meat. Linda Croft said that 
we could arrange for people to meet 
the truck at the time of delivery and 
disperse some of it right away. The 
rest we would store and give out as 
needed. 

On November 10, 2020, Lois Philipp 
emailed Lisa Sommers and said that 
if Lisa wanted to ship as much as 
possible, we would work to have it 
distributed within the community 
and surrounding communities. Lois 
said that we could distribute an entire 
truckload. We would reach out to 
Ndilo, Dettah, Hay River Reserve, 
Fort Resolution, Fort Liard, Kakisa, 
Wrigley and Jean Marie River to 
offer them a pallet or two based on 
population. Lois Philipp told Lisa 
Sommers that we could get the food 
to 11 communities where there lived 
approximately 35,000 people, and 
suggested the following breakdown of 
distribution: 
•	 Hay River Reserve – 2 pallets
•	 Fort Resolution – 2 pallets
•	 Hay River – 2 pallets
•	 Behchokǫ̀ – 3 pallets
•	 Ndilo – 1 pallet
•	 Dettah – 1 pallet

•	 Fort Simpson – 2 pallets
•	 Yellowknife – 4 pallets
•	 Fort Liard – 2 pallets 
•	 Fort Smith – 2 pallets 
•	 Fort Providence – 6 pallets. 

Lois and Linda also offered to assist 
with shipping as both were well 
versed in options and offered to 
coordinate this. Greg Rowe of Rowe’s 
Construction donated his company’s 
time and resources to ship for us. 

Lois asked if they might send chicken 
rather than fish and the order was 
changed. The last piece was to wait 
to hear from Lisa Sommers regarding 
a delivery date. She contacted us 
during the last week of school before 
Christmas break to confirm that 
they would be in Fort Providence 
on December 18. The shipment was 
met by Lois Philipp and her team 
unpacked and stored the meat in the 
sea can next to the Fort Providence 
Snowshoe Inn. 

The chicken was distributed to the 
community between December 19 
and December 26. It felt incredibly 
joyful to give boxes of good quality 
chicken to grateful families. The 
smiles were wide on everyone’s face. 
They said, “Mahsi cho!” and “Merry 
Christmas!” It was a wonderful way 
to begin the school Christmas break. 
After a long year of Covid-19 physical 
distancing we came together as one 
to feed families for Christmas. The 
meat was dispersed throughout the 
Dehcho to grateful recipients. 

Sandy MacPherson of Buffalo Air 
contacted me on December 17. He 
had heard my interview with Cabin 
Radio and reached out to offer his 
services distributing food to the more 
remote communities. I asked Lisa if 
meat might be flown into the fly-in 
Indigenous communities in the Sahtú 
one of which was Colville Lake where 
I had lived and worked in 2019. 

During the last week before 
Christmas, Lisa Sommers worked 
tirelessly to coordinate with Sandy 
MacPherson of Buffalo Air and Kyle 
Newhook at Northwright Air to fly 
chicken to Colville Lake, Tulita and 
Délı̨nę. I reached out to my former 
friends and colleagues in the Sahtú to 
act as receivers in their communities. 
Classroom Assistant and parent, 
Georgina Oudzi agreed to receive the 
chicken and distribute it in Colville 
Lake; Program Support Teacher, 
Karen Christiansen, would receive 
and distribute product in Tulita; 
and Former Chief Negotiator for 
Délı̨nę Self-Government and Heavy 
Equipment Business Owner, Danny 
Gaudet, would receive and distribute 
the chicken in Délı̨nę. 

It was a Merry Christmas in the 
Dehcho and the Sahtú through the 
combined efforts of four women –  
three Ls (Lisa, Lois and Linda), 
and an A (Angela), as well as the 
donation of time and resources of 
Sandy MacPherson of Buffalo Air, 
Greg Rowe of Rowe’s Construction, 
Kyle Newhook of Northwright Air, 
Georgina Oudzi of Colville Lake, 
Karen Christiansen of Tuilt’a, and 
Danny Gaudet of Délı̨nę. 

Providing high quality protein to the 
inhabitants of northern Indigenous 
communities is a game changer in 
every way. As the educational leader 
of Fort Providence, providing meat to 
my students will help them to learn, 
develop and grow as they should and 
as they must. It also allowed them to 
have a more joyful Christmas with 
their families. 

Mahsi cho, Lisa Sommers, Food 
Banks Canada and Food Surplus 
Canada! Happy Christmas from the 
Dehcho and the Sahtú!

L-R: Fort Providence residents Shirley Gargan, Sophie Bonnetrouge and Deh Gáh 
Substitute SA, Elvira Lafferty.

Fort Providence resident, Fred Minoza.

L-R: Program Support Teacher, Sherry 
Langland and former Deh Gáh Principal 
and Northern Loco owner, Lois Phillip, 
in front of the pallets of frozen chicken in 
cases waiting for the next rush.
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Hello everyone, I would like to 
introduce myself as the new Acting 
Principal at Łíídlı̨ı̨ Kų́ę́ Regional High 
School. 

Ever since I could remember I 
have always wanted to become 
an educator. I have been blessed 
throughout my life of having great 
teachers and coaches who have 
helped me to become the person that 
I am today. 

Currently, this is my fifth year in 
the Dehcho, where I have really 
gained immense experience and 
opportunity. 

I am from Mississauga, Ontario, and 
I grew up playing sports my entire 
life. I truly believe that incorporating 
extra-curricular activities into the 
school environment plays a crucial 
role in student success. Important 
skills learned through sport such as 
discipline, strategy, patience and 
recall, really translate well into the 
classroom. 

I want students to be excited to come 
to school and my hope is that some of 
the new initiatives will translate into 
better attendance, reading/writing 
scores, and overall enjoyment of 
school.

Currently our main focuses at Łíídlı̨ı̨ 
Kų́ę́ Regional High School (LKRHS) 
are literacy, numeracy, Indigenizing 
Content, community outreach and 
improving extra-curricular activities.

Our literacy levels need improvement, 
which is why the Dehcho Divisional 
Education Council has implemented 
a new program by training staff and 
hiring a Literacy Coordinator for the 
Dehcho Region. 

At LKRHS we will be starting up a 
new program called the “6-Minute 

On January 13, 2021 students from Łíídlı̨ı̨ Kų́ę́ Regional High School went 
around the community helping Elders in need. Two groups of students went 
to multiple Elders’ houses to shovel driveways, walkways, decks, ramps, as 
well as helping out with stacking wood. 

The students really displayed two of the Dene Laws: Help each other, as well 
as being respectful of the Elders and everything around you. 

It was a great way for our students to reach out to the community and 
provide a helping hand where needed. 

Elder Appreciation Day at Łíídlı̨ı̨  Kų́ę́  Regional High School

Elder Appreciation Day.

I would like to thank Roslyn Firth at LKFN who was a great help to the school 
by coordinating with the Elders as well as Dahti Tsetso who helped arrange 
for the supplies and snacks for our students. 

Please stay tuned for more from Łíídlı̨ı̨ Kų́ę́ Regional High School 
Community Outreach!

Will Magno

New Acting Principal at Łíídlı̨ı̨  Kų́ę́  Regional High School
Reader”, which we believe will help fill 
in some of the gaps that our students 
may be experiencing.

In order to properly Indigenize 
Content we need partnerships with 
Elders, knowledge keepers, and the 
community. 

Currently, we are in the preliminary 
stages of creating a “Curriculum 
Revitalization Team”, where I 
envision some school staff engaging 
with leadership from: Dehcho First 
Nations, Łíídlı̨ı̨ Kų́ę́ First Nations, 
Métis Nation, Village of Fort Simpson, 
the DEA, Elders and community 
members to help develop a more 
holistic approach to learning. 

I would like to thank Grand Chief 
Gladys Norwegian for already 
expressing interest in the project.

The school will also be doing more 
community outreach similar to the 
Elder Appreciation Day in the near 
future so please stay tuned. 

On the extra-curricular front we are 
limited because of Covid-19 but we 
have been able to open our workout/
fitness room, hold basketball 

practices, and hold student council 

meetings. 

Likewise, if you have any questions 

or concerns about what is happening 

at LKRHS, please feel free to contact 

me at the school any time. I would 

also say please come in and see me as 

my door is always open, but because 

of Covid-19 we are trying our best to 

limit visitors to the school. That being 

said, if you would like a face-to-face 

meeting please call the school and we 

can definitely set something up.

I would also like to remind everyone 

that we are still in the midst of a 

global pandemic. Please continue to 

follow the OCPHO Guidelines such 

as social distancing, frequent hand 

washing, and the wearing of masks. 

We are all in this together so please 

reach out to anyone who you know 

may be in need.

Will Magno, Principal  

Łíídlı̨ı̨ Kų́ę́ Regional High School  

867-695-3320
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The Grades 2 and 3 children, 
including two staff members from 
Deh Gáh School, have registered in 
the Walk to Tuk community walking 
challenge, which runs from January 
1 to February 28, 2021. The name of 
our team is Deh Gáh Dezoa, which 
means Children by the River. The 
total kilometres from Fort Providence 
to Tuktoyaktuk is 1,658 km. So far, 
we have walked over 50 hours. Our 
goal for this challenge is to reach Tuk 
through being active by means of 
walking, snowshoeing, skiing, skating, 
singing and having fun, as well as 
possibly walking home from Tuk. 

Walking to Tuk
BY DIANA GARGAN, GRADE 2/3 TEACHER

L-R: Left to right, SA, Laura Sabourin; Calin Landry; Gitta Causa; Karissa Sadowick; Harlla Kenny-Andrew; Hailey Bonnetrouge; Phoenix Krutko; and Grade 2/3 Teacher, Diana Gargan.

L-R: SA, Laura Sabourin; Calin Landry; Gitta Causa; Karissa Sadowick; Harlla Kenny-Andrew; 
Hailey Bonnetrouge; Phoenix Krutko; and Grade 2/3 Teacher, Diana Gargan.L-R: Hailey Bonnetrouge and Gitta Causa.
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The staff at Łíídlı̨ı̨ Kų́ę́ Elementary School started 2021 off by working together to create a new Mission and 
Vision for the school on Monday, January the 4th. 

It was a very productive day with a lot of great discussions and collaboration among the staff and the DEA 
member, Julia Erasmus, who joined us. Many new, fresh and exciting ideas and recommendations came out of 
this day as well as our new Mission and Vision Statements. 

As of today, the new Mission and Vision statements are outlined below.

We will continue to fine-tune the wording of these Mission and Vision statements over the course of the next 
few weeks and then we will get them translated into Dene Zhatie. Once they have been completed, we will 
order signage and place them throughout the school for everyone to see every day. 

I’d like to take this time to commend the entire staff at LKES as well as our DEA member, Julia Erasmus, for 
being so dedicated and open to having these tough conversations.

New Year, New Start at LKES!!
Mission and Vision Statement

Vision 
To educate the whole child and nurture  

their mental, physical, emotional, spiritual, 
cultural, and academic health.

Mission
To provide a safe haven which nurtures  

the mental, physical, emotional, spiritual,  
cultural and academic potential of our elementary 

students, in partnership with all stakeholders  
i.e., parents/guardians, families,  

community members, etc.

DEHCHO
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Beautiful NWT
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The New Faces of LKES:
My name is Lyndsay Tuplin, my 
students call me Ms. Lynds. I started 
teaching grade 3/4 in September 2020 
at Łíídlı̨ı̨ Kų́ę́ Elementary School in 
Fort Simpson. I have been teaching 
in northern communities since 
2015, starting in the eastern arctic of 
Nunavut for three years and making 
my way west teaching in Ottawa, and 
up to Inuvik, NWT, and now here in 
Fort Simpson. 

I grew up in Prince Edward Island, 
attended the University of New 
Brunswick for my Bachelor of Arts, 

the University of Prince Edward 
Island for my Bachelor of Education 
and am now completing my Master’s 
Degree in Counselling Psychology. 
Before I was teaching I served as 
an artillery officer in the Canadian 
Armed Forces. However, my love of 
the north keeps me coming back! 
I have come to love all aspects of 
northern life especially sewing, 
and on the land activities. My over-
excitement for our first staff outdoor 
activities at LKES caused a quick 
unintentional swim in the Liard River. 

I love literacy and seeing students 
learn how to read and, because of 
this, I am also the Literacy Lead at 
LKES and I am excited for what this 
role will bring the students in Fort 
Simpson. It is my teaching philosophy 
that all students are able to learn, and 
in a way, to fall in love with learning 
as long as a little fun, imagination 
and determination are mixed in! I am 
happy to call Fort Simpson my new 
home with my partner, my cat and my 
new puppy! 

Lyndsay Tuplin: Grade 3/4 Teacher

My name is Megan Warr and I am the 
new Grade 2 teacher at Łíídlı̨ı̨ Kų́ę́ 
Elementary. I have been teaching 
here since November 2020 and I’m 
so grateful to be here. Fort Simpson 
is such a beautiful village with the 
most wonderful, welcoming citizens. 
My students keep me laughing and 
forever on my toes. 

I am originally from Peterborough, 
Ontario, and I completed my 
Bachelor of Education degree at the 
University of Ottawa. This has allowed 
me to teach from Kindergarten to 
Grade 6. I first began my teaching 

Megan Warr: Grade 2 Teacher
career in Qingdao, China; after 
that, I was in Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam. Both were highly rewarding 
experiences, as education often is. I 
cannot think of many other jobs that 
offer the spontaneity and inspiration 
that comes with teaching. There’s 
never a dull moment. I am so grateful 
for the surprises, the compassion, 
generosity, brilliance, and the hope 
that my students bring to every 
classroom. Each group of students 
I’ve taught has been magnificently 
diverse, but also shared these 
admirable qualities.

I love to seek out new information 
and learn new skills. I am, or aspire 
to be, a lifelong learner. My hope is 
that I can facilitate the growth of that 
passion to my students – to pique 
their curiosity, take ownership of 
their learning and acknowledge their 
learning styles, help them discover 
their interests, and promote their own 
individual strengths.

Interview with  
Miss Lyndsay Tuplin  
(Grade 3/4 Teacher)

Interviewed by:  
Taggacho Jose and NJ Marks  
(Grade 5 Students)

Where are you from?

P.E.I.

Do you like your job? 

Yes.

Why?	

I love to hang with cool kids.

Do you like your class?

Yes.

Why?

Because we are awesome!

Did you have a job before becoming a teacher?

Yes I did. I was in the army.

Are you married?

No, I’m not married.

Why did you move here?

I moved here to be with the love of my life, and I love this 
school.

Interview with  
Miss Megan Warr  
(Grade 2 Teacher)

Interviewed by:  
Taggacho Jose and NJ Marks  
(Grade 5 Students)

Where are you from?

Peterborough, Ontario.

Do you like your job? 

I love my job.

Why?	

Because I love everyone.

Do you like your class?

Yes, I love them, but sometimes they are crazy.

Did you have a job before becoming a teacher?

I did. I worked in a gym.

Are you married?

Nope.

Why did you move here?

I have never been this far North before, and I wanted to see 
more of Canada.
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Christmas Concert at LKES Recorded 
The Christmas Concert at LKES was recorded in the LKES library from 
December 15 to 17 this year because of Covid-19. Covid rules state that you 
are not allowed to sing in public and only 25 people are allowed to gather at 
one time. The concert was recorded and shared on Facebook and the LKES 
website.

The students in grade 5 sang “The 12 Days of Northern Christmas”, which 
they composed, in both English and Dene Zhatie. Grade 5 also played 
“Jolly Old Saint Nicholas” on the BoomWhackers with the help of the music 
teacher, Amy Gatus.

Mrs. Jose, the grade 5 teacher, said, “I really missed singing for the concert 
this year!” “The kids did well to adapt to a recorded concert.” “They drew all 
the pictures for the Twelve Days of Christmas.” Mr. Leader said, “The concert 
was nice with all the Covid rules but he really missed the singing and having 
all the community come to the school to watch. Hopefully all will be better 
for 2021.”

Parents and community members seemed to enjoy watching the concert 
online. 

Written by  
Peyton Lomen (Grade 5 student)

Same Faces – New Roles at LKES
Marty Leach: Full Time Principal

As of January 4, 2021, I am now the 
full-time principal of Łíídlı̨ı̨ Kų́ę́ 
Elementary School (LKES). While I 
have been the principal at LKES since 
September of 2019, I was splitting my 
time between both LKES and Łíídlı̨ı̨ 
Kų́ę́ Regional High School (LKRHS). 
This meant that I spent half of my day 
in each school. While I thoroughly 
enjoyed getting to know the students, 
staff and parents at each school, I am 
thrilled and excited to be able to focus 
my energy and time getting to know 
the staff, students and parents of 
LKES even better. 

At this time, I would like to share a 
little more about myself so that our 
school community knows who I am.

Firstly, I am in my 19th year as an 
educator and my 12th year as a 
principal.

I have worked in four different 
jurisdictions throughout my career: 
Alberta, Nunavut, Northwest 
Territories and England. Most of 
my career has been spent in Alberta 
where I spent 14 years as an educator. 
I spent an additional three and a 
half years in England, and one year 
in Nunavut, before coming to the 
Northwest Territories last year.

Everywhere I have worked and 
travelled has shaped who I am as 
a person and as an educator and I 
am better at both because of these 
experiences. 

As a child, I grew up in Watson Lake, 
Yukon, which is very similar to Fort 
Simpson in terms of geography and 
climate. Living in Fort Simpson 
reminds me very much of my 
childhood in Watson Lake, and I look 
forward to getting out and enjoying 
the beauty of this land. 

Over the past year and a half, I have 
been so busy with running both 
schools, especially in the middle of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, that I haven’t 
had the opportunities to get out on 
the land or to really meet and connect 
with people. I look forward to having 
the time now to do both things. 

My name is Catherine Blondin, and I 
have lived in Fort Simpson since I was 
ten years old. My roots stem from the 
Sahtú and I am a proud Sahtúotine.

I received my Bachelor of Arts in 
Native Studies and Bachelor of 
Education from the University of 
Alberta and have been teaching for 
ten years now. I am halfway through 
attaining my Master’s Degree in 
Education from the University of 
British Columbia.

My decision to become an educator 
stems from recognizing the need to 

Catherine Blondin: Program Support Teacher (PST)
have familiar faces in our northern 
schools to help strengthen our 
education system.

I have been an educator at Łíídlı̨ı̨ 
Kų́ę́ Elementary for five years now 
and couldn’t be happier. I have been 
privileged enough to teach so many 
children in our community and have 
made a home here at our school. 

The opportunity of the program 
support teacher position was 
presented to me and I gladly 
accepted. This will mean that I get to 
work in a different capacity within 

the school and follow some long-held 
passions of mine.

I will be sad to leave my classroom 
and will miss all the smiling faces I 
work with on a daily basis, but I am 
excited to be of support to all the 
students in the school as well as the 
teachers.

The relationships I have established 
with all my students will stay with me 
forever. 

My name is Katherine Mussenden 
and I’m excited to be joining the 
Łíídlı̨ı̨ Kų́ę́ Elementary School team, 
teaching the Junior Kindergarten and 
Kindergarten class.

I grew up in a quiet corner of 
Vancouver surrounded by nature that 
positively shaped my childhood.

From an early age, I could be found 
down at the local beach flipping over 
rocks in search of small crabs and 
slashing through giant mud puddles. 
Nature became very influential in my 
career choices.

In 2012, I graduated from the 
University of Guelph in Earth Surface 

Katherine Mussenden: JK/K Teacher
Sciences. Working as an Exploration 
Geologist, I made the eventual 
switch into Outdoor Education 
and spent several years working 
with both children and youth on 
various Environmental Stewardship 
projects and in Outdoor Recreational 
programs. 

In 2018, I got my Early Childhood 
Education diploma and then my 
Bachelor of Education shortly after.

I started my teaching career in Gjoa 
Haven, Nunavut as a Junior High 
Teacher where I fell in love with the 
north and northern living. 

I look forward to becoming part of 
the community here in Fort Simpson 
and having the opportunity to teach 
and learn from your children. I 
believe that respectful, caring bonds 
with children and their families are 
the vital foundation for a wonderful 
Junior Kindergarten and Kindergarten 
experience.

I seek to promote an excitement 
for learning by recognizing and 
responding to a child’s individual 
interests. Play is an essential means 
for learning and development that is 
supported and nurtured in a learning 
environment where children feel 
represented in every aspect.

DEHCHO
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Hampering Around with Acho Dene Koe First Nation
On Wednesday, December 16 and Thursday, December 17, 2020, Grade 
8/9 students from Echo Dene School volunteered their time with the Acho 
Dene Koe First Nations organizing and delivering Holiday Hampers to band 
members in Fort Liard, NT.

Joseph Timbre, Corbin Wilson, Zackery Berreault and Kadence Norn, along 
with Chief Gene Hope and school principal Ragu Kanagalingam, organized 
approximately 160 holiday hampers, filled with all the fixings for a holiday 
dinner. The task of putting together so many hampers took over 4 hours and 
delivery of the hampers took another day and a half, but the students kept their 
spirits high playing and singing along to Christmas music. As temperatures 
dipped into the mid -20s on both days, the students maintained their holiday 
spirits as they went door to door delivering the hampers.

The students loaded as many hampers as they could in Chief Hope’s and the 
ADKFN’s vehicles. The students split themselves into both vehicles. With Chief 
Hope and Principal Kanagalingam driving, the hampers, and holiday cheer, 
were delivered throughout the community.

“Edáadzenáa Gonozú! Merry Christmas!” the students shouted with excitement 
as community members opened their doors. Many community members were 
surprised the hampers were dropped off so early, but it was all due to the hard 
work of ADKFN and the Grade 8/9 students of Echo Dene School.

“I really liked spreading Christmas cheer to everyone,” said Joseph Timbre.

“I liked it when we were handing out the food to the good people of Fort Liard. 
I learned that it is important to give especially in the holidays,” said Zackery 
Berreault.

“It was very awesome and fun putting the hampers together. I would definitely 
like to do it again next year,” said Corbin Wilson.

“It was very cold that day, but it was worth it to see how happy everybody was!” 
said Kadence Norn.

Principal Kanagalingam hopes this will be the start of a new tradition, where 
students of Echo Dene School volunteer with the Acho Dene Koe First Nation 
every year preparing and delivering Holiday Hampers to the community 
members.

Echo Dene School Christmas Hampers
Due to Covid-19, Echo Dene School could not hold our Christmas Feast. 
Instead, the school decided to put together turkey holiday hampers for families 
who had children in the school. In total, over 50 hampers were put together, 
filled with all the fixings for a Holiday dinner.

Under the direction of Administrative Assistant Kathie McLeod, students in 
the grade 8/9 class, Kadence Norn, Corbin Wilson, Joseph Timbre and Zackery 
Berreault, helped put together and delivered the hampers in town.

“Edáadzenáa Gonozú! Merry Christmas!” the students greeted those who 
answered the doors.

Hopefully by winter 2021, we can host community feasts again! We really miss 
seeing all the friendly faces at our feasts and gatherings!

Fort Liard Christmas Bazaar
On Sunday, December 13, 2020, high school students Lorrissa Berreault and 
Damian Kotchea volunteered to oversee the Echo Dene School table at Fort 
Liard’s annual Christmas Bazaar.

Several bags of cleaned, gently used clothing were donated by the Dehcho 
Divisional Education Council. The students went through the bags, organizing 
the clothes by gender, size and season. The students made sure the table 
was kept clean and organized, folding and refolding articles of clothing as 
community members browsed. The students also answered any questions 
community members had, and assisted in looking for clothing.

“I enjoyed it a lot, meeting and talking to community members, I enjoyed helping 
the school and the community,” said Damian Kotchea.

At the end of the day, the students reorganized and bagged the remaining 
clothes to bring back to the school. Great job, Lorrissa and Damian!
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The students of Louie Norwegian School delivered Christmas treats to local 
elders on December 18 before school closed for Christmas break.  

Students delivering the Christmas presents despite the cold snowy weather.
Students pose with gifts outside the school. From left to right: Martin, Zayden, Gundea, 
Ideza, Aurora and Felix.

The gift bags prepared and ready to be delivered. Ideza, Aurora and Felix.

For the months of October and November 2020, students at LKES learned 
about moose and how to say moose in Dene Zhatie (Golo).

Class 5 worked on learning moose body parts in Dene Zhatie because they 
were learning about the human body in Science.

Ms Gargan said, “I like teaching Dene Zhatie because the residential school 
took away the culture!” Ms Gargan said, “I prefer to teach about moose/
golo rather than rabbit/gah because Mrs Gargan likes moose/golo better”. “I 
never shot a moose, but that is my goal to get my first moose”.

In the month of December 2020 and January 2021, LKES students will learn 
about rabbit, how to say rabbit in Dene Zhatie Gah. 

Keeping the Culture Alive!
LKES students learn Dene culture so it can stay alive!
By: Payton Bennett and Nailia Tsetso

Louie Norwegian School Delivers Christmas Treats
They prepared Christmas cards, made Christmas ornaments to add to the 
Christmas gifts of Christmas cookies and chocolates. 
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Stephen Hamilton Rowan Memorial Scholarship Fund
Stephen Rowan will be remembered for his involvement in the village of Fort Simpson and for 
his dedication to the preservation of local history. He taught across the Northwest Territories, 
including Gamètì and Sambaa K’e. He became the Superintendent of Education in Behchokǫ̀  
and spent a year as superintendent in Fort Simpson before retiring in 1987. 

Rowan was an active volunteer in the village of Fort Simpson. He was a member of the Library 
Board and was involved in the Jack Rabbit Ski Club, the Boy Scouts, the Beautification Society 
and the Fort Simpson Fall Fair Committee. Rowan was also the founding and sustaining member 
of the Fort Simpson Historical Society. 

The Stephen Hamilton Rowan Memorial Scholarship Fund has been established to award 
$1,000 scholarships to NWT residents who attended a Dehcho school and are currently enrolled 
in a post-secondary program. The scholarship will be awarded annually on February 17, the 
anniversary of his passing. The number of scholarships awarded per year will be determined by 
the amount in the fund. 

Adapted from “Remembering a gentleman – Fort Simpson loses historian and avid community volunteer”, Roxanna Thompson, 
Northern News Services, published Thursday, February 28, 2013.

The Scholarship committee will 
consider the applicants':

•	 Academic achievement

•	 Financial need

•	 Letter of recommendation 
from an individual or 
organization

•	 Statement of educational 
goals and career objectives

Superintendent: Philippe Brulot

Contact Info: 

Office: 867-695-7300

Fax : 867-695-7359 

Email: pbrulot@ddec.ca 

DEHCHO

In an effort to brighten the day of 
Elders and persons living in long 
term care facilities, especially 
during the Covid-19 pandemic, 
our students worked together 
to make friendship cards and 
bracelets to let them know there 
are people who care about them. 

In the photos Mr. Rick Howard of 
Barrie, Ontario proudly displays 
his bracelets and necklaces sent by 
the students of Kakisa Lake School. 
He plans to give each one away to 
his friends in that long term care 
home.

An Effort to Brighten Someone’s Day


