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TRIBUTE TO FORMER SUPERINTENDENT 

Nolan Swartzentruber
A WELL-LOVED EDUCATOR

Nolan Swartzentruber, former long- time educator and administrator in the North passed away 
peacefully on February 11, 2021 in Brantford, Ontario. He was 71 years old. His is survived by his wife 
Fanny, his daughter Shannon and grand-daughter Trinity.

Nolan leaves behind a legacy of devotion and love of family, a love of the North and its people, a desire to 
make things better for others and a love of helping those in need. Nolan has won numerous awards and 
achievements in education in the North but his impact on those around him will be sorely missed by all 
those who knew him.

Dear parents and community members,

We invite you to read our newspaper 
and appreciate all the good things 
happening in the Dehcho.

Over the past two years, the DDEC 
worked really hard to improve the 
quality of education and we are right 
on target with our vision.

So far, we were able to start a sports 
and music programs that bring life into 
our schools.  Our students are really into it and it 
bodes well for the future.

Soon, you will see Judo Tournaments in the 
Dehcho and our students will participate in meets 
across the country.  

We also purchased tens of thousands of dollars 
of music instruments and our children have the 
choice of what they can play.   

We will also start choirs in our communities as 
soon as Covid restrictions are lifted.

We truly have amazing Judo and Music teachers.   

We are also making huge headways with Literacy.  
We already spent over a million dollars to purchase 

the best resources, and we also hired 
specialists to support our school 
staff.

Covid slowed us down to some 
extent, but we expect to see a big 
improvement in our reading stats for 
the spring of 2022. We will keep you 
updated!

 The DDEC always keeps in mind our 
remote communities. Every single 

program that we initiate MUST benefit our smaller 
schools as well.

We want to reiterate once more that the Board 
office and all of our employees are here to serve 
the students. 

Everything that we do, every dollar that we spend 
must benefit our children.  

We are also very supportive of our Indigenous 
language and culture department because we 
want our students to feel at home in their schools 
and on their land.

The future is bright.

Renalyn Pascua Matte 
DDEC Chairperson

Food Banks Canada delivered Atlantic Salmon to the Dehcho in late February and early March 2021.

The program wherein indigenous communities in the NWT benefitted from receiving free chicken and fish is 
ending and massive quantities were to be distributed throughout Canada before the end of March 2021. Once 
again indigenous people in the Dehcho were grateful for that which they received from Food Banks Canada.
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BUILDING SKILLS  
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DEH GÁH SCHOOL
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We are very pleased to honor Mr. 
Michael Modeste, the recipient 
of the Stephen Hamilton Rowan 
Memorial Scholarship for school 
year 2020 – 2021.

Mr. Modeste demonstrated a lot of 
will power and focus, which makes 

him a very candidate.  He also had 
very strong letters of support.

Mr. Modeste is currently in the 
last year of a Master in Business 
Administration (MBA)  through 
the Athabasca University Faculty of 
Business.  

STEPHEN HAMILTON ROWAN
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

How do you address literacy rates 
in a region that is spread out over a 
large territory with remote schools 
in every corner? The Dehcho schools 
took on this task in the fall of 2020. 
Regional Literacy Coordinator, Pauline 
Gilmour, stated, “Our division wanted 
to enhance teacher capacity in every 
school to provide the best literacy 
programming for every student. Each 
school has designated a Literacy Lead 
teacher and we meet virtually for a 
Professional Learning Community 
every other week.  The Associate 
Superintendent, Patrick Philips, and 
myself cannot be more pleased. Our 
literacy lead teachers are committed 
and dedicated professionals.

The task of the Literacy Lead Team is 
to ensure our literacy programming 
is of the highest quality. We began 
by looking at our assessments and 
improving our data collection. Then 
teachers organized book rooms at every 
school for our new resources. Most 
importantly, our Literacy Lead teachers 
are completing extensive Literacy 
Intervention training and are currently 
supporting students as well as their 
colleagues in every Dehcho school. 

With COVID, meeting in person was 
not an option. This forced us to be 
creative in finding ways to share our 

knowledge and experiences and to 
learn together. We are all getting much 
more comfortable using technology to 
collaborate and support each other in 
our Professional Learning Community. 
It is exciting to see the results.

One of our Literacy Lead and 
Intervention teachers, Terry Sapp, who 
was born and raised in Fort Providence, 
recently graduated with a Bachelor’s 
of Education from the University of 
Victoria, and a certificate from the 
Languages Renewal Program. “Having 
this [Literacy Intervention training] 
...I found it so rewarding. I really see 
a lot of progress. I see them so happy 
and enjoying reading. It has helped 
me as a parent, too. I have 3 students 
at the school here… 2 of them… I 
thought they were struggling and I 
was worried. Sitting here today, I don’t 
think I need to be worried, because of 
all the things we are putting in place”. 
Terry’s colleague, Diana Gargan, also a 
Literacy Lead and Intervention teacher 
at Deh Gáh school says, “With Literacy 
Intervention, I can see where the 

students need to improve… I find them 
to be very excited about reading.”

The beginning of our literacy journey 
has been better than we could have 
imagined. Our team is looking forward 
to seeing the improvements in our 
students’ literacy levels, because we 
know a solid foundation in literacy 
can provide our students with endless 
possibilities for their futures.

LEADING LITERACY IN THE DEHCHO

Diana Gargan sharing the wisdom of 
Elders through Read-Aloud and Shared 
writing

Terry Sapp's LLI students are so proud of their success as readers
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Spanish Summer
Day Camp
The Dehcho Divisional Education Council, with support from 
Department of Municipal and Community Affairs is planning 
to run a two weeks summer Spanish  day camp once again 
in Fort Simpson.  

The camp is open the students from ages 6 to 12.

This will be the third time the summer camp will be run 
and the students who attended in the past enjoyed the 
opportunities to interact with other students in a relaxed 
summer day camp environment.

In doing Spanish activities, children learned basics of 
Spanish language and important social skills, healthy 
emotional development and more. Last summer, due to 
Covid-19 restrictions, the camp had to be cancelled so this 
years camp should be exciting and a welcomed return for 
the students of Fort Simpson.

The Coordinator of the project was Jasna Palis a qualified 
Early Childhood Educator II who is originally from South 
America and has been living in the Dehcho region for over 
ten years and is fluent in Spanish.

Her creativity, motivation and leadership ability allow her to 
interact with the students in solidarity to instill in them his 
passion for Spanish Knowledge.

There are more than 400 million native speakers of 
Spanish, making it second only to Chinese in terms of the 
most spoken language in the world. English is just behind 
Spanish, with approximately 360 million speakers. Spanish 
is the third most studied language in the world, after English 
and French. In addition to the 400 million native speakers, 
just under 9 million people around the world speak Spanish 
as a second language.

There are many benefits that learning  languages bring 
to children, as well as the confidence they will feel from 
learning .

Learning a foreign language opens doors in your future 
that would not open up any other way, and also opens the 
mind and makes people more tolerant. Bilingual or trilingual 
people have access to more resources, more people, more 
place. Knowing foreign languages can provide competitive 
advantages and also deepens a better understanding of 
humanity, of culture and enriches one's life. Thus, they will 
grow up to be successful members and contributors to a 
society.

Through dynamic and participatory classes, the program 
offered the student the opportunity to develop a basic 
knowledge of the language in a practical, spontaneous and 
fun way, all in the Rec Center facilities in Fort Simpson.

The children enjoyed the open space of the Rec Centre 
and enjoyed the recreation part of the day camp where 
there were games, Zumba dancing, sports and music.  The 
participating students enjoyed the recreational parts of the 
program a lot and also the 2nd week the plan is to include 
arts and crafts which the children found very enjoyable in 
the past. The camp also includes some outdoor events such 
as a trip to  the Campground where a family barbeque and 
games occurred. Due to the success of this year’s summer 
camp, we are planning to have another camp in July 2021. 

Register now by completing the attached registration 
form.
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recreation@vofs.ca 
 
UEGOS DE COMPETICIÓ 
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Nolan Swartzentruber, former long-
time educator and administrator in 
the North passed away peacefully on 
February 11, 2021 in Brantford, Ontario.  
He was 71 years old. His is survived by 
his wife Fanny, his daughter Shannon 
and grand-daughter Trinity.

Nolan and his wife Fanny moved from 
Ontario early 1970’s first to Frobisher 
Bay (Iqauluit) and then to Sanikiluaq 
on the Belcher Islands in Hudson’s 
Bay as a teaching couple.  For the 
several years they worked there they 
made an impact on the community 
and their spirit of service to the school 
and the community began at that 
early age in their careers.  At the time, 
Sanikiluaq had no communications 
with the outside work except for one 
radio station. There was no TV, no 
telephones, no email or internet  and 
they said they would receive only one 
visitor per year from the Department of 
Education based in Iqaluit.

After several years of teaching in 
Sanikiluaq, Nolan and Fanny moved 
again to Iqaluit, a much larger centre 
and a transportation and shipping hub 
for the Eastern Arctic.  Nolan started 
out as Classroom Teacher at Nakasuk 
Elementary School which was followed 

by a role as Vice Principal in the same 
school.  It was there that Nolan became 
Principal for the first time at Inuksuk 
High School.   It was during these years 
in Iqaluit that the Swartzentrubers 
made many friends and connections 
and sealed their love of the North, the 
outdoors and the great Arctic beauty.

In the early 1980’s, Nolan and Fanny 
transferred to the Dehcho region of 
the Northwest Territories and took 
the position of Principal at Thomas 
Simpson School, now know as Liidli 
K’ue Regional High School and Fanny 
was employed as a teacher at Bompas 
Elementary School.  It was during 
this period that Nolan shaped the 
lives and future of many students 
offering support and encouragement 
and working with students and 
families in the community for many 
years.    In 1990, Nolan left the role 
of Principal and assumed the role of 
Superintendent for the region.  He was 
the Superintendent that helped form 
the first School Board by the formation 
of the Dehcho Divisional Board of 
Education, the first elected school 
board in the Dehcho region.

For the next 20 years, until his 
retirement in 2010, Nolan and his team 
built the Dehcho Board of Education 
developing all the governance 
structures, policies and procedures that 
are still in effect to this day.  He was 
also involved in many key committees 
in the Northwest Territories including 
those involving curriculum, finance, 
education review committees, 
negotiations and many others. 

Some of the committees Nolan served 
on included the Department of 
Education Culture and Employment 
(ECE) Strategic Plan Steering 
Committee, ECE Teacher’s Training 
Steering Committee, ECE’s Finance 
Steering Committee, Principal 
Certification program  as well as 
President of the NWT Assocation of 
School Board Administrators.  He was 
invited to represent school boards at 
the negotiating table for the NWTTA 

Collective Bargaining negotiations. 
Those around him knew that if Nolan 
was involved in a committee, the results 
would always be fair and equitable.  He 
was eventually recognized by his peers 
and awarded the NWTSA distinguished 
service award.

Nolan was also very involved in the 
community supporting those in need 
and offering support at many levels.    
He provided listening support to all 
those who needed it, would comfort 
those in grief, would support those 
in need.  He organized a Meals on 
Wheels program in Fort Simpson and 
mobilized the Dehcho Education 
staff to volunteer to deliver meals in 
the community to those unable to get 
out during lunch hours. The Dehcho 
Education team organized a breakfast 
every year for the entire community 
of Fort Simpson at Dehcho Hall in 
celebration of Education Week every 
February. His love of music brought 
him to form a small group of singers 
and musicians that visited the Fort 
Simpson Long Term Care home to sing 
songs of inspiration and entertain the 
elders every Monday evening. 

 He organized movie nights in the 
community during the Lent season and 
his involvement with the local Calvary 
Church was very strong.  For a time, 
Nolan voluntarily assumed the role 
of Pastor for several years preparing 
powerful, inspiring sermons and 
services always with a message of hope 
and inspiration for anyone suffering or 
in pain.  The pews of the church quickly 
went from nearly empty to so full that 
if you didn’t come early, you wouldn’t 
get a seat.

He also had other hobbies and 
interests during his years in the north 
including fishing with his friends on 
the Mackenzie River or out at Moose 
River, going on caribou hunting trips 

with his friends in Yellowknife as well 
as his love of stain glass artwork and 
fine woodwork art.  Many people and 
places in the community still to this 
day have pieces of his amazing artwork 
on display. Nolan would spend hours 
in his basement creating amazing 
stained glass pieces.  And in Nolan’s 
smokehouse, he would prepare the 
most amazing smoked pickerel fillets 
that everyone would enjoy.

Nolan always gave selflessly to others.  
Anyone in need or an ear to listen 
to, or in need of words of inspiration 
or prayer, Nolan would be there.  He 
would sit with those who were dying 
and hold their hand offer support to 
those in grief.

After retirement, Nolan and Fanny 
chose to leave the north to be near his 
daughter and her family.  His love for 
his family even exceeded his love of 
helping others.  His years of retirement 
were spent with Fanny enjoying every 
moment they possibly could with 
their precious grand daughter Trinity.  
They enjoyed the past few summers 
travelling around the province of 
Ontario in their motorhome with their 
granddaughter visiting campgrounds 
and attending youth summer camps 
with Trinity.  

Trinity was the joy of Nolan and 
Fanny’s life.  Every moment with Trinity 
was a moment to be cherished and a 
blessing to them both.

Nolan leaves behind a legacy of 
devotion and love of family, a love of 
the North and its people, a desire to 
make things better for others and a 
love of helping those in need.  Nolan 
has won numerous awards and 
achievements in education in the North 
but his impact on those around him 
will be sorely missed by all those who 
knew him.

TRIBUTE TO FORMER SUPERINTENDENT 

Nolan Swartzentruber
A WELL-LOVED EDUCATOR
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FORT PROVIDENCE

The high school students in Fort 
Providence participated in a 
photography mentorship program 
throughout the fall term. The Magenta 
Foundation’s Flash Forward Incubator 
Program aims to empower young 
photographers from across the country 
by facilitating photography workshops, 
providing individual feedback on 
students’ work, and hosting a national 
photo gallery. We 
are very grateful 

to Tyra Moses, Founder and CEO of 
Dene Media, for connecting us with 
the program and for sharing some of 
her own work and expertise with the 
students throughout the term.

The students experimented with 
lighting and composition as they 
explored the theme of Still Life. At 
the end of the program, students 
submitted a final photo to the Magenta 

Foundation’s National Gallery. The 
students also wrote an artist statement 
that will go alongside their work in 
the online gallery. Here is a sample 
of the students’ 
photos and artist 
statements. Again, 
we would like 
to say máhsi to 
Tyra Moses and 
the Magenta 
Foundation for 

providing this amazing opportunity.

DEH GÁH PHOTOGRAPHS GO NATIONAL
THE HIGH SCHOOL’S PARTICIPATION IN THE MAGENTA FOUNDATION’S FLASH FORWARD INCUBATOR PROGRAM

My name is 
Kathleen and 
I’m from Fort 
Providence, 
Northwest 
Territories.

My favourite thing 
to do is make 
moccasins with 
my Grandma. She 
taught me how to 
make moccasins 
for myself and 
I’m so grateful for her help and the way she taught me how to bead and make 
uppers. I love spending time with her. We talk and sometimes we listen to 
music. To me, this photo captures those special moments we have together.

My name is Joretta and I’m from Fort Providence, Northwest Territories.

I chose to take this photo because it kind or reminds me of being out at camp, 
where you have a bonfire with friends and family. I imagine everyone all together 
having a good time, telling scary stories or telling stories from the past.

Hello, my name is 
Charlotte Landry 
and I’m from Fort 
Providence NT. 

I enjoy playing 
hockey, and also 
listening to music. 
The kind of music I listen to is straight hip hop/R&B. I chose this photo because it 
reminds me of my family, as you know my family is everything to me. This photo 
reminds me that my family is always with me and that they’re counting on me. 
And plus the photo itself is so calming. The technique I used was waiting until the 
sun went down a bit so it could hit the tree to make it dark. I would like viewers to 
leave with a warm heart and inspiration from my photo.

My name is 
Dean. I am 
Dene and half 
Mohawk and 
I’m from Fort 
Providence, 
NT.

I like to take 
photos a lot 
because it is a 
way to express 
yourself.  I 
chose this 
photo because 
I like the 
setting and the lighting effects. The other reason I chose this photo is the connection 
to the land. Fort Providence is strongly connected to the land and creator.

Hi my name is 
Dawson and 
I’m from Fort 
Providence NWT. 

I love to be on the 
land whenever 
I’m not busy and 
I mostly like to 
skidoo around in 
the winter. I like 
taking pictures of 
the land because 
it makes you 
feel like you’re 
there. I chose this 
picture because 
it’s the river by my 

hometown (Kakisa Lake). It’s a nice calming picture of the river, and I like how 
the trees kind of frame the picture on the sides as well.

I’m Ethan 
Canadien and 
I am from Fort 
Providence 
NWT. 

I like to make 
music and I’m 
a young DJ 
artist.  I also 
like to play 
basketball and 
video games. 
I think it’s nice to take pictures when it’s a snowy day and when the sun is going 
down or rising. It’s nice and all, once you get the right photo of it. That’s how I 
think of mine. I believe it should be the viewer’s choice to look at the photo and 
decide for themselves how it makes them feel.
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FORT PROVIDENCE

“Connection is the energy that is created 
between people when they feel seen, 
heard and valued - when they can give 
and receive without judgement.”  
Brené Brown

We have the absolute privilege of 
spending our days with your children. 
We know that they are your everything. 
They are your world. 

As educators, we know that we 
must prioritize connections and 
relationships. We want the best for 
every child in our school. We want 

great things for each student - your 
child, your everything. 

This DNA project rests upon the idea 
that successful learning environments 
are all about the choices we make 
as educators, and that we need to 
question our methods and try new 
approaches for learners who aren’t 
ready…yet! A DNA wall within a school 
is a great way of building relationships 
with our students. We come to know 
their dreams, needs and abilities, and 
we can then base their experience in 

our classrooms around this information 
because we know that every student is 
a success story waiting to be told. 

Here are the questions teachers asked 
their students:

Dreams: What do you wonder about? 
What do you hope to learn this year? 
Where do you want to go in your life?

Needs: How can I help you? How can I 
be a better teacher for you?

Abilities: What are you amazing at?

The answers are incredibly valuable 
in deciding where we need to go with 
these children on their unique learning 
journeys.

When we began this year together at 
Deh Gáh, I asked teachers to create 
a DNA card for every student in the 
school. I wanted a visual representation 
of each child’s DNA. We needed it as a 
reminder to us of what was important 
in our classes each day. We wanted 
to send a strong message to anyone 
who entered our school. We wanted 
the DNA Wall to show the children 
that they are what matters most in our 
school. 

Deh Gáh’s DNA Wall is one of the first 
things that you see when you walk 
into our school. It invites people to 

get to know our students’ DNA. The 
pictures are taken at the beginning of 
the school year as a reminder of growth 
throughout the year. The teachers were 
asked to do a DNA card of themselves 
when they were at the age of the 
students they teach so their students 
can see that their teachers were once 
their age and also had dreams, needs 
and abilities.  Their teachers still have 
dreams, needs and abilities just as they 
do.  

DNA inventories have changed 
our focus, energy and connection 
with our learners. This precious 
information and the ways it is used 
in the classroom allows us to value 
their dreams, examine their needs 
without judgement, and to focus on 
their abilities and the gifts they can 
share with others. It allows them to feel 
comfortable and cared for so that they 
can learn effectively. It provides a sense 
of being heard, loved and wanted in our 
classrooms and in our school. It builds 
a classroom and school culture that is 
inclusive and sends the message that 
they are someone’s everything and that 
it is our privilege that we get to spend 
our days with them and share their 
dreams with them.

D.N.A (Dreams, Needs, Abilities) Inventories and Their Power 
in the Classroom
BY: PRINCIPAL ANGELA GRIFFIN
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FORT PROVIDENCE

The staff of Deh Gáh Elementary and 
Secondary School celebrated one 
another and the students on Valentine’s 
Day. Each staff member signed a 
compliment sheet for one another 
stating what we like and respect about 
one another. We did the same for every 

student. We celebrated one another by 
writing down what we admire in one 
another. We posted them around the 
school to remind everyone why they 
are special and all the reasons they are 
appreciated.

This Is What We Love About Deh Gáh Staff and Students
PRINCIPAL ANGELA GRIFFIN
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Food Banks Canada delivered Atlantic 
Salmon to the Dehcho in late February 
and early March 2021.                                            

The program wherein indigenous 
communities in the NWT benefitted 
from receiving free chicken and fish is 
ending and massive quantities were 
to be distributed throughout Canada 
before the end of March 2021. Once 
again indigenous people in the Dehcho 
were grateful for that which they 
received from Food Banks Canada.

Greg Rowe of Rowe Trucking delivered 
20 pallets throughout the Dehcho. Each 
pallet contained 60 cases of salmon, 
and each case held 6 large salmon 
fillets. Greg Rowe once again donated 
his time and resources to feed the 
people of the Dehcho. 

Fort Providence received 4 pallets; 
Fort Liard received 2 pallets; Fort 
Resolution received 3 pallets; Fort 
Simpson received 2 pallets; Hay River 
Reserve received 4 pallets; Jean Marie, 
Kakisa, Sambaa K’e and Wrigley each 
received 1 pallet; Betcheko received 2 
pallets; Dettah received  2 pallets; and 
Yellowknife Dene received 2 pallets. 
Fort Good Hope in the Sahtu received 2 
pallets courtesy of Air Tindi. Manitoulin 
Trucking delivered Atlantic salmon to 
Letselk’e. 

Principal Griffin provided Salmon 
recipes for all who wanted one. 

Indigenous people in the Northwest 
Territories thank Food Banks Canada 
once again for its generosity. The long 
winter was made more manageable 
by this outreach program. People are 
grateful for free protein in an area 
where such food is often unaffordable 
for the vast majority of residents. 

Mahsicho Food Banks Canada!

 

Deh Gáh Elementary and Secondary 
School received $10,000 from Indigo 
Books. Teachers  purchased the first 
installment of books between January 
and March 2021. The children received 
the first books in early March 2021. 

The students took the books on the 

land, read books in class, and received 
books for a birthday present. 

Deh Gáh Elementary and Secondary 
School is working hard to improve 
its literacy rates. There have been 
improvements this term and more 
improvements are expected before the 

end of June 2021. 

Deh Gáh Elementary and Secondary 
School thanks Indigo Books for its gift 
of literacy. We love books!!! We love 
reading!!!

The Dehcho Swimming in Atlantic Salmon Courtesy of Food Banks Canada
BY: PRINCIPAL ANGELA GRIFFIN 

Deh Gáh Elementary and Secondary School Loves Books!!!
BY: PRINCIPAL ANGELA GRIFFIN 

Colin Causa and Ariel Lesage Councillor Shirley Gargan

Ron Nash

Harold Bonnetrouge

Caeleb Sapp

Kiera Kenny – Andrews and Sommer Bonnetroug

Salmon Handout

Sheena Bonnetrouge

Lois Philipp, Ron Nash Elder Sam 
Elleze and principal Griffin
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On Tuesday, February 16th, 2021, 
Deh Gáh Elementary and Secondary 
School celebrated Fat Tuesday or 
Shrove Tuesday by making pancakes 
for staff and students. Veronica 
Bonnetrouge, Nimisha Bastedo and 
Terry Sapp came in early to make 
pancakes for the staff and students of 
the school. The cooks  followed Covid 

protocol in the kitchen and when 
handing out the separately plated 
food to staff and students. 

Students filled up on pancake 
goodness before beginning classes for 
the day. 

Thank you Veronica, Nimisha and 
Terry!

Since February 2021, with funding from 
MACA’s After School Physical Activity 
Program and Resiliency grant, students 
Grade 6 and over are enjoying evening 
activities within their community of 
For Providence. Three times a week, 
from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM, a variety of 
different activities are offered to the 
local youth within the familiar walls 
of their school’s computer lab. On 
Mondays, these students from Deh 
Gáh School practice their drawing and 
storytelling skills in a comic book club.

Creators are encouraged to make short 
stories to build small successes, and to 
realize progress and a sense of personal 
achievement. One is encouraged to 
build a book with his or her short 
stories. Allowing students to also relax, 
the Comic Book Club creates a safe 
space to share ideas and concepts. 
When the students are asked questions 
about their tale, it first displays 
interest for what they are doing, and 
simultaneously encourages them to 
write with brevity and clarity. Some just 
like to be there to draw, and that is fine 

too. It is an inventive time that really 
belongs to them. 

On Wednesdays, the students learn 
how to play chess and then challenge 
each other to a match. Chess is a fun, 
strategic game that cunningly teaches 
critical thinking skills. Like a puzzle, 
chess involves problem-solving, 
abstract reasoning, pattern recognition 
and patience. It also requires 
participants to make use of their 
strategic and creative thinking skills. 
Chess teaches self-regulation under 
pressure, and sportsmanship. 

Unfortunately, Covid restrictions 
require that no more than 12 students 
participate together in the computer 
lab at one time; however, during the 
same 6 PM to 8 PM time slot, the 
gymnasium is open for those who do 
not have a place in one of these clubs 
or those who have not yet developed an 
interest in either of the clubs. 

When the first hour is done, 
participants from the clubs are asked 
to put away what they are doing or 

to finish their current game and join 
the other students in the gym. A 
basketball elimination game is the 
go-to activity that seems to be enjoyed 
widely and wildly in the moment by 
most. Volleyball is also often played in 
a circle, and other cooperative games 
such as the famous Grandpa Ball or 

the legendary Pompom. Grandpa Ball 
is kickball. It has very similar rules to 
baseball; however, you kick a soccer 
ball rather than hit a baseball with 
a bat. As for the legendary Pompom 
game, you will have to ask the children 
to explain it to you!

From March 16th – March 21st, a group 
of us went to on a Youth Retreat. First, 
we spent 3 days in Yellowknife. We 
stayed in an Air B&B together, which 
was really fun because we got to hang 
out with kids we don’t usually hang out 
with. We went to YK to make movies. 
Before we went on the trip, we got 
cameras to take pictures of things we 
love about our community and things 
we didn’t like. Our movies were about 
ourselves, the community, and the 
problems in Fort Providence. 

Making the movies was amazing 
because we could see what we could 
do. But it was a little hard because we 
didn’t know what to talk about. Then, 
when we asked for help and had some 
time alone to work out our thoughts 
and ideas, it turned out well. 

When we weren’t making movies, we 
went bowling, went to the movies, went 
shopping, saw the Ice Castle, and hung 
out in the Air B&B. One of our favourite 
parts was playing hide and seek in the 
house together at night! 

On the last day, we watched each 
other’s finished movies. We were 

nervous to share at first, but it was 
comforting to know we were watching 
everyone’s and sharing that experience 
together. Everyone’s movies were so 
inspirational, and it was cool to see that 
our ideas and opinions were different. 

After YK we went out on the land to 
T’elemia Healing Lodge for 3 days. 
It was so fun to have the chance for 
us older kids to connect some more. 
We loved going out and learning how 
to use the ice auger to measure how 
deep the ice was. We went on lots of 
skidoo rides and made our own bonfire 
at night. We also really loved playing 
mafia together in the cabin! 

Thank you to Niroja and everyone 
who helped at camp (both Sheldons, 
Geraldine, Rocky, Gogo and anyone 
else!). 

We can’t wait to go on more trips like 
this! 

Deh Gáh Elementary and Secondary 
School kick off Lent by celebrating  
Fat Tuesday or Shrove Tuesday
BY: PRINCIPAL ANGELA GRIFFIN 

Building Skills and Resiliency in the Evening at Deh Gáh School
BY FINNO CELESTIN

March Youth Retreats
BY: SHEENA BONNETROUGE AND OLIVIA MATTO 

Nimisha Bastedo, Veronnica Bonnetrouge, and Terry Sapp

From left to right: Ian Landry, Colton Landry, Kevin Canadien, Jeffrey Simba, 
Kiera Kenny-Andrew, Riley MacKay, and Sommer Bonnetrouge.

Sharon Causa Sheena Bonnetrouge and Olivia Matto



12 | Voices of the North – February 2021

FORT PROVIDENCE

Since early February 2021, Northern 
Loco has been running the school 
lunch program out of the Youth Centre 
in partnership with The Wellness 
Centre and Deh Gáh School. Since 
commencing operations, the lunch 
program is averaging 10 youth and 
serving a variety of healthy food 
options that always include at least 1 
serving of vegetables and fresh fruit.  

Meals are ready for the youth at noon 
each day from Monday to Friday. On 

top of providing healthy nutritious 
meals on a daily basis, the Youth Centre 
provides a safe space for youth to go at 
lunch and an option for healthy and 
safe activities in the recreation area and 
support for school work in the study 
area. These programs will run until the 
end of the school year.

For more questions about the program 
or to get involved please contact Jason 
Collard at jason@northernloco.ca

When students are given the ability 
to learn in a practical, hands-on 
environment, they are engaged, 
stimulated and want to learn as much 
as possible. The student’s appetite for 
learning increases and they are more 
willing to listen and pay attention if 
they have a more practical or ‘real 
world’ task to complete. The Junior 
High class at Deh Gáh Elementary and 
Secondary School in Fort Providence, 
recently put what they learned during 
the geometry unit to good use with 

hands-on learning projects. 

Students utilized the snow and 
the warmer weather to spray paint 
different angles using a giant compass. 
“It was cold, but it was fun,” said 
one student of going outside to do 
math, “it wasn’t just a worksheet or 
practicing with the plastic compass. It 
was something different.” 

They also created a jigsaw of learning 
on a large sheet on paper, switching 
between each other’s drawings and 

working together to calculate the 
perimeter and area of shapes using 
rulers and calculators. Each student 
was required to draw five shapes, then 
rotated through the other shapes, 
naming and finding the perimeter and 
area of another student’s shapes. 

Students were also able to use their 
knowledge of angles and distance to 
build catapults to see who could get 
the most marshmallows into their cup 
of hot chocolate, make sushi rolls, 

measure circumference, and create 
characters out of wood using the 
various geometry and measurements 
skills they learned. 

The projects demonstrated to students 
the real-life applications of math 
in answer to that age old question, 
“When am I ever going to use this?” 
They know now that they use math 
every day in life and will continue to 
use math in some capacity every day 
for the rest of their lives. 

Serving Hot Lunch to Deh Gáh Students
BY JASON COLLARD

Math in Real Life
BY: KRISTEN MACHINA, GRADE 8/9 TEACHER DEH GÁH SCHOOL

Food First

Front row: Left to right: Ian Landry, James Labrecque, Karissa Sadowick, 
Harrlladon Kenny-Andrew.

Back row: Jerry Sabourin, Jarrell Constant, Sheena Labrecque, and Kiera Kenny-
Andrew.

Deh Gah Junior High students reading on the land.

Front couch: Ian Landry, James Labrecque, Jarrell Constant

Back tables: Left to right: Kiera Kenny-Andrew, Sheena Labrecque, Karissa 
Sadowick, Harrlladon Kenny-Andrew

Junior high students and staff growing Poet Tree by writing acrostic poems and 
haikus.



 Voices of the North – February 2021 | 13

FORT PROVIDENCE

Students from Deh Gáh School in 
Kindergarten to Grade three, including 
two teachers, two Support Assistants 
and two local traditional hunters have 
been out on the land from March 1st 
to the 5th and between March 22nd to 
26th, 2021. 

Students began their exploration on 
the land through praying and feeding 
the fire and land with tobacco. While 
on the land, students were involved 
in various activities including daily 
morning circle to say our Dene prayer, 
discuss camp safety rules, respect, 
expectations, the day schedule, and to 
do their daily Read Aloud and Guided 
Reading activities. 

Students also participated in setting 
up camp, gathering spruce boughs and 

wood, telling stories, exploring units 
on the rabbit, fish, weather, beaver and 
trapping. Finally, in keeping with the 
Dene Laws, the children helped one 
another, and they helped local elders 
by providing them with chopped wood. 

While at camp, the children counted 
their steps toward the Walk to Tuk 
Challenge. Our Deh Gáh Dezoa made it 
to Tuk and won a team prize of $1,000. 

Grade 2 and 3 Are Learning on the Land in a Spring Camp
BY: DIANA GARGAN

Caribou on the fire

Hailey Bonnetrouge, Phoenix Krutko, teacher Kathy Pellissey with student Zoey 
Landry and teacher Diana Gargan

Calin Landry feeds the fire

Calin Landry, Hailey Bonnetrouge, and Karissa Sadowick

Laura Sabourin

Elvira Bonnetrouge
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It is Monday, 3:15 PM. Students leave 
their classrooms and head to the 
newly created counselling space. The 
students are excited and I am thrilled to 
welcome them. Today we will explore 
various art materials for our Art Making 
Monday. Everyone is welcome, and 
the students will pour in leaving a 
colourful array of snow boots, winter 
jackets, gloves, tucks, and backpacks 
in the small foyer of our “little brown 
portable”, before rushing into the space. 

As an Expressive Arts Therapist, I 
use all art modalities as vehicles 
for exploration and transformation 
for individual and group work. 
This includes dance, theatre, visual 
arts, music, sound, storytelling, 
etc. Expressive Arts is a powerful 
practice in which individuals and 
communities find it easier to engage in 
deep explorations through the use of 
symbols, images and movement. They 
discover a safe path to transformation 
and healing. Indigenous communities 
from around the world have used art 
expression since time immemorial 
as a vehicle for transformation. It is 
in this way that I apply the concept of 
reclaiming their intrinsic capacity for 
creative expression.

Soon after joining the school staff as the 
new Child and Youth Care Counsellor 
in September, 2020, it became clear 
that I needed a much bigger space to 
embark upon my sessions with the 
students. Also, attracted by all the art 
materials, basic music instruments, 
sensory toys and the two newest 
members - a pair of chubby, inquisitive 
goldfish (to be named in the future 
through a draw) - the students began to 
rush to my space as soon as the school 
day was over. It became apparent that 
they not only enjoyed our time together 
as a group, but that establishing 
an after-school program would be 
beneficial for the student population. 
This is how our school program came 
to life. In collaboration with Principal 
Griffin and a number of amazingly keen 
students who helped me recondition 
and decorate the unused portable, we 
created a safe space that I hope is not 
only a larger, welcoming counselling 
space for children and youth alike, 
but that in time, will become a true 
wellness hub for the community.  

As I established the after-school 
program at Deh Gáh, I conducted a 
survey among the school population 
to figure out what they wanted to see 
happen in the space. Using this data 
as my guiding force, I launched the 
After School Resiliency Program at 
Deh Gáh in February 2021 consisting 
of Art Making Mondays, Chill & Well-
being Wednesdays, and Dance, Video & 
Theatre Thursdays. 

Art Making Mondays supports the 
children and youth in exploring their 
creativity. Creativity development 
through arts and crafts supports 
us in becoming problem-solvers, 
helps us connect with our peers and 

community, helps us self-express, 
become self-aware and release stress. 
Chill & Well-being Wednesdays, is 
our time to explore psycho-education 
topics such as Positive Thinking Skills, 
Anger Management, People Skills, 
Bullying, and occasionally Yoga as 
tools for self-regulation. Finally, Dance, 
Video & Theatre Thursdays, is when 
we develop skills in photography and 
video, and engage in both free and 
structured physical activities. 

As I explain to each of the students, 
this is their space, especially created 
with them in mind. This means I want 
them to feel at home here. Art-making, 
psycho-education, etc., are all okay, 
but so is just wanting to come in and 
find a respite from the school day or 
from a complex situation at home. I 
aspire to create a space wherein true 
connection can be experienced on the 
students’ own terms. In this way, the 
sessions are constantly transforming, 
always adapting to who is in the room 
and the particular needs of the students 
present. 

Ultimately, the purpose of this Deh 
Gáh After-School Program is the 
nurturing of resilience among children 
and youth. Resilience refers to one’s 
ability to “bounce back” from difficult 
experiences. It is also the ability to 
know how to handle stressful situations 
effectively. By learning how to handle 
difficult experiences, we develop 
confidence, which is the belief in one’s 
own abilities. Children gain confidence 
by being able to demonstrate their 
competence in real situations, and 
I use art as a “laboratory” to explore 
ways to gain confidence. As previously 
mentioned, it is essential to identify 

each individual’s strengths, so they 
develop a sense of competence and 
contribution. This is how they can 
learn the ways they enrich the world 
by simply being in it with their unique 
set of abilities. Finally, the art-school 
sessions nurture connection, a key 
aspect of developing resilience. We 
know that those individuals with 
close ties to friends, family, and their 
community are likely to have a stronger 
sense of safety and belonging that 
sustains them throughout their lifetime.

The newly reconditioned brown 
portable is now brimming with life. 
Children listen to music or play 
music and sing their favourite songs 
in unison, while exploring acrylic 
paint mixed with various textures and 
applied with brushes, fingers and any 
other tool at their disposal. This may 

include elbows and toes. Snacks are 
provided during the sessions before 
hands are immersed in paint!

A student asked me, “Can I feed 
[cheddar-baked] goldfish to the 
goldfish in the tank?”

Hum…I don’t think so.

“It’ll make them really confused!” I 
answered. “We don’t want a case of 
identity crisis in the room, do we?”

It is the cultural identity and personal 
well-being of the indigenous students 
at Deh Gáh that is nurtured and 
enhanced within this after-school 
resiliency program. 

Thank you to the NTHSSA and DDEC 
for your support in helping the Deh 
Gáh After-School Program become a 
reality.

MAKING ART, BEFRIENDING GOLDFISH AND SINGING SONGS AFTER SCHOOL
BY DAFNE BLANCO-SARLAY, CHILD AND YOUTH CARE COUNSELLOR, DEH GÁH SCHOOL

FORT PROVIDENCE
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My name is Diana George, and I 
will be the new Regional Inclusive 
Schooling Coordinator (RISC) for the 
Dehcho Region. I am very excited and 
grateful to have this opportunity to 
continue to be an Inclusion champion 
and advocate for the needs of our 
students within the Dehcho. I am also 
very grateful to be able to learn my 
new role alongside our current RISC, 
Nancy Noseworthy, who has dedicated 
over twenty years towards Inclusive 
schooling in the Dehcho and from 
whom I am gaining so much valuable 

knowledge and experience. 

I have always been passionate about 
Inclusion and strongly believe that each 
one of our student’s success relies on 
a strength-based approach where we 
meet the diverse needs of our students 
and remove barriers to learning. 

This is my sixth year working in the 
Dehcho and over the years I have 
enjoyed building relationships with 
our students and families and learning 
about the unique and wonderful 
aspects of being a part of a northern 
community. I grew up in southern 

Ontario and over the years, I have 
lived in different parts of Canada, but 
I have always felt most at home when 
I am working with children and youth.  
I have worked in Education now for 
twelve years and I have gained so many 
exciting and amazing experiences that I 
feel very fortunate to be a part of. I look 
forward to my new role and I especially 
look forward to meeting and working 
with more community members of the 
Dehcho region. 

Mahsi

Diana

In June, I will be leaving the Dehcho 
Divisional Education Council as 
the Regional Inclusive Schooling 
Consultant.  My family and I will be 
moving to Calgary where I will finish 
up my Master’s in School and Applied 
Child Psychology. After 23 years 
living and working in the Dehcho, 
this was a difficult decision for me.  

I have loved working as a teacher, 
program support teacher, principal, 
and my current role as an advocate for 
inclusion in our schools.  I have been 
afforded the opportunity to work in all 
eight Dehcho communities and have 
made some wonderful, long-lasting 
friendships with many families.  From 
the bottom of my heart, I want to 

thank everyone for the opportunity 
to live and work in the beautiful 
Dehcho.  It truly has been an amazing 
experience and I am sad to leave.  

The Dehcho Divisional Education 
Council has hired Diana George as 
the new Regional Inclusive Schooling 
Consultant. I am leaving knowing that 
the future of Inclusive Schooling in the 

Dehcho is in good hands.  Her passion 
and knowledge in the area of inclusion 
will be a great asset to the Dehcho 
Team. 

With sincere gratitude, thank-you 
Dehcho!

Nancy Noseworthy

Chief Julian Yendo School students 
have long awaited the arrival of spring 
and it has finally arrived In Wrigley!

Students are very excited to participate 
in spring outdoor activities. They 
enjoy being creative and using their 
imaginations to create snow spiders 
and snowmen.

HELLO EVERYONE

THANK-YOU DEHCHO!

SPRING HAS FINALLY ARRIVED IN WRIGLEY!

The Wrigley DEA hosted 
and sponsored a meal 
and small gathering to 
recognize the many years 
of dedicated service of 
Dene Zhatie Teacher 
Charlotte Canadian. 
Charlotte taught at Chief 
Julian Yendo school in 
Wrigley for 35 years and 
she retired this year. 
Students and staff miss 
Charlotte. We all are very 
appreciative of her service 
and we wish her a happy 
well deserved relaxing 
retirement.

(L to R) Principal Blair Sellars, Charlotte Canadien, 
and Teacher Leona Sellars

(L to R) Callen Clillie, Bennett Pellissey, 
and Michael Pellissey

(L to R) Friend Maria Williams, Custodian Mary Clille, SA Sarah Lennie, Charlotte 
Canadian, and DEA Chairperson Elsie Hardisty.



16 | Voices of the North – February 2021

NUTRITION MONTH IN KAKISA

KAKISA LAKE SCHOOL

This year, on January 27th, because 
of Covid, Kakisa Lake School held it’s 
annual Family Literacy Day outside.  
Even though it was freezing cold all of 
the parents arrived warmly dressed 

and participated in the fun with their 
children.  In keeping with the theme 
“Travel the World Together” we were 
learning about Nepal and Mount 
Everest.  With the help of Patrick, our 

snowplow operator, we built our own 
Mount Everest.   Signs were made and 
flags were raised.  Parents and children 
spent quality time sliding and having 
fun together.  We warmed ourselves 

around the fire, had hot chocolate, and 
took home a lunch of hot soup and 
sandwiches, as well as books to read 
together at home.

Part of our school programming 
in Kakisa includes healthy eating.  
During our study of healthy foods 
and Canada’s Food Guide as part of 
Nutrition Month in March – thanks 
to Mrs. M. , the students in Kakisa 
were treated to a wonderful display 
of healthy fruits and vegetables.   
Students got to see, smell, touch and 
taste some of the foods they have not 
experienced before.  We had a great 
class on the importance of eating 
healthy foods.

FAMILY LITERACY DAY IN KAKISA LAKE

NAHANNI BUTE

DROP THE POP IN NAHANNI BUTE
Students at Charles Yohin School have 
been busy this term with a special part 
of their Drop the Pop project. Planting 
seeds, tending to the plants daily, and 
harvesting fresh bunches of leaves 
were highlights of the project. Searches 
on the internet for information on 
the benefits of drinking healthy 
beverages contributed to the student’s 
background knowledge. While 
comparing a variety of beverages, 
students got to see how much sugar 
was in one cup of each beverage. The 
final outcome was a refreshing surprise! 
Students discovered that there were 
zero grams of sugar in one cup of 
mint water. More students chose to 
drink mint water rather than drink the 
alternate sugary drinks. Students were 
excited to share their mint plants with 
Elders of the community.

Students from Left to right: Drake Matou-Yendo, Ciara 
Konisenta-Vital, Brayden Matou

Violet Tesou receives a mint plant from Ciara Konisenta-
Vital
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TRAPPING IN FORT LIARD
The week of March 15 to the 19, 2021, 
all students from Junior Kindergarten 
to Grade 12 took part in dog-sledding 
and trapping demonstrations. Echo 
Dene School was able to secure funding 
from the Take a Kid Trapping Program 
offered through the Government of the 
Northwest Territories’ Environment 
and Natural Resources (ENR) division. 
The students were excited with the 
opportunity to ride on the dog-sleds, 
play with the dogs, learn from local 
trappers and hunters, and have fun on 
the ski hill.

The students went with their respective 
classroom bubbles to spend the day 
at the community ski hill. Students 
were excited to be transferred to and 
from the ski hill via dog sleds. Some 
of the older students even had the 
opportunity to drive the dog sleds 
themselves! Students arrived at the ski 
hill to be greeted with a roaring fire 
outside and a fire going in the cabin. 
High school students volunteered to 
chop wood, gather kindling, start and 

maintain the fire, make hot chocolate, 
and cook hot dogs and burgers for the 
younger children.

Local trappers, Derwin and Dufford 
Kotchea, Darcy Klondike, and Jimmy 
Deneron from ENR spent a few hours 
leading trapping demonstrations. The 
children were excited to see familiar 
faces with them sharing traditional 
knowledge, asking lots of questions. 
Thank you Derwin, Dufford, Darcy 
and Jimmy for spending time with the 
children! We hope the community 
connections continue in the future!

In between learning about trapping, 
the eating delicious food, and dog-
sledding, students enjoyed sliding 
down the ski hill. At the end of the 
day, there were quite a few happy 
and exhausted faces! Thank you ENR 
and the Dehcho Divisional Education 
Council for providing the funds for our 
children to take part in such a fun and 
rewarding learning experience!

Local trappers Derwin and Dufford showing the grade 
4/5/6 class how to set up traps.

Scott chopping wood for the fire.

JK/K students Racquelle, Sam and Lexie playing with 
the dogs.

Jonalizza and Ila enjoying the snow.

Jadyn cooking lunch.

Local trapper Darcy gathering items for his trapping 
demonstration for the middle-school class.

Levi and Sadika excited to be sliding down the hill. Aiden warming up by the fire.

Jimmy Deneron demonstrating to the grade 1/2/3 class how to set up a ‘quick kill 
trap’ to catch small rodents like weasels or martens.

Harlie and Destiny taking a quick break.

The grade 4/5/6 class arriving to the camp site via dog sleds.
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HEALTHY HABITS

100 DAYS OF FUN AND LEARNING

Students from Echo Dene School took 
part in Drop the Pop this year, trying 
their best to drink 4-8 cups of water 
daily, and consume healthy alternatives 
like smoothies and milk, instead of 
sugary drinks like soda and fruit juices.

High school student Briann created 
the school’s Drop the Pop poster, 
researching the benefits of drinking 
water and the impacts of consuming 
sugary drinks and snacks. Briann 
went through the school recyclables 
to find different drinks students were 
consuming, and measured the amount 
of sugar in specific cans by examining 
the nutrition label.

Briann, with assistance from Principal 
Ragu, presented the findings to 
classes. Students were well informed 
already as to the benefits of drinking 
water as opposed to sugary drinks. 
New information was provided, and 
common myths were tackled.

Benefits of drinking water:

• Keeps your skin looking good

• Puts you in a good mood and 
makes you look younger

• Helps you maintain a healthy 
weight

• Helps you kidneys, bowels, bones, 
brain, lungs, blood and eyes

Side effects of soda:

• Weakens bones and rots teeth

• Full of chemicals like:

 ■ Aspartame (in diet sodas) breaks 
into methanol and formaldehyde

 ■ Caramel colour

 ■ High fructose corn syrup 
increases fat, cholesterol and 
triglycerides

 ■ Potassium benzoate

 ■ Food dyes impair brain function 
and is linked to hyperactive 
behaviour, difficulty focusing

The students also took part in a 
demonstration on how soda effects our 
teeth. Boiled eggs were each put in a 
cup of soda and water. The next day, 
students tried to brush the stains off 
the egg with soda using a toothbrush 
and paste. Students realized how hard 
it is to remove stains, and drinking 
water and regularly brushing teeth 
are needed to maintain good dental 
hygiene.

Thank you to the Government of 
Northwest Territories’ Health and 
Social Services for providing the 
funding to help promote healthy living 
and making good choices!

The first 100 days of any school year 
is always exciting, a day to celebrate 
– especially in the younger classes. It 
marks 100 days of learning and having 
fun in a school setting.

On February 25th, the Grade 1/2/3 
class celebrated our 100th day of 
school. Since the beginning of the 
school year, we have been keeping 
track of the number of days we have 
been in school together. As the day got 
closer, we got more and more excited. 
For our class the 100th day of school 
not only signifies the number of days 
we have been in school but it is an 
opportunity to reflect on how far we 
have come academically and how we 
changed and grown together.

Our 100th day was filled with fun 
activities and lots of self-reflection. Our 
activities included making crafts with 
the number 100, making our own 100th 
day crowns, making necklaces using 
100 beads and decorating our own 
100th day socks. 

We also wrote about what we would 
do when we are 100 years old. Bailey 
said she “would play and watch her 
grandkids.” Raiden and Lucas said they 
“would play lots of chess.” Dakota said 
he would “go ski-dooing.” Ben and 
Cooper said they would “have white 
hair and possibly be bald!”

It was a day full of fun and lots of 
excitement!

Grade 1/2/3 students learn about the benefits of drinking water

Students are excited to celebrate their 100th day of school this year.

Grade 1/2/3 students learn about the benefits of drinking water

Students beading a necklace using 100 beads. It was a great counting exercise!Students created personalized 100 days of school socks to wear and remember the 
day forever!
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VALENTINE’S DAY CAKE WALK
This year, Echo Dene School’s annual 
Valentine’s Day Cake Walk fundraiser 
looked a lot different this year than 
in years past. Due to the COVID-19 
restrictions, we could not invite 
the community to take part in our 
fundraiser.

Instead, the District Education 
Authority donated the supplies to bake 
cakes and cupcakes. School staff spent 
the earlier part of the week baking 
cakes and cupcakes at the school. 
Students spent time decorating their 
baked goods to enter in a school wide 
contest. Pictures of student creations 
were uploaded to FaceBook, where 
community members voted on their 
favourite creations.

Our winners for the cake decorating 
contest were:

 1. Mia

 2. Zackery

 3. Briann

Even though we were unable to 
fundraise this year, the students had a 
lot of fun showcasing their creativity, 
and everyone went home with 
beautifully decorated, and delicious 
baked goods.

Congrats to our cake decorating 
winners, and everyone who 
participated! Thank you to the Fort 
Liard DEA for donating the supplies, 
and for the community for voting and 
for the ongoing support for the school 
and students!

Loveena is excited to give out her 
Valentine’s card!

1st place winner of our cake-decorating 
contest, submitted by Mia.

Bailey is proud of her Valentine’s card!

3rd place winner of our cake-
decorating contest, submitted by 
Briann.

William, Bailey and Paige are really focused on their 
cupcakes!

RJ had a great time making his 
Valentine’s card!

McKenna and Loveena are getting started on decorating!

William is proud of his Valentine’s 
card! 

2nd place winner of our cake-
decorating contest, submitted by 
Zackery.
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I am happy to inform everyone that 
we have a brand new camera system 
installed at LKRHS. I would like to 
personally thank Mr. Johnny Sibbeston 
for helping with the ordering and 
installation of the new cameras. This 
has been an upgrade in the making for 
a while now and I very pleased that we 
have a more safe and secure building! 
I would also like to thank The Dehcho 
Divisional Education Council for 
supporting this project and allowing 
me to get it off the ground and up and 
running quite quickly. The camera 
system is very high quality and the 
staff and students at LKRHS have really 
appreciated the new system.

During our spring break on March 
8 – 12, 2021, staff and students of 
Łíídli̧i̧ Kúȩ Regional High School had 
taken part in the Take a Kid Trapping 
Program. This program is funded by 
Environment Natural Resources every 
year.

On the first day we travelled by skidoo 
on Elder John Tsetso’s trapline to Cli 
Lake. This included staff Sharon Allen, 
volunteer Jim Williams and students; 
Ethan Norwegian, Hunter Clille, Sahtle 
Tsetso. We spent the first day travelling 
and opening the ice for ice fishing.

Quote: 

“I liked the ice fishing because I haven’t 
done that before. Elder John Tsetso 
knows everything about the land.”  
Hunter Clille

“I have never gone to Little Doctor Lake 
or Cli Lake before.” 
Ethan Norwegian

In the next few days students set up a 
McPherson tent, set snares, and caught 
and prepared fish. For some it was their 
first time participating in ice fishing 
and preparing the fish. In the evenings 
we would spend time visiting and 
telling stories. 

When I became Principal of LKRHS 
I really wanted to follow the ECE 
mandate of helping to Indigenize the 
school. Currently, we are in the process 
of gearing up for our first Curriculum 
Revitalization Team Meeting, which 
will be happening on one of the 
days (TBD) the week of May 10 – 14, 
2021. I envision myself, some staff 
members as well as the Grand Chief, 
Chief, some DEA Members, and some 
community members coming together 
to brainstorm how we can Indigenize 
our curricular content. Because of the 
Covid-19 Pandemic it has been really 

hard to have Elders and/or visitors 
into the school. Since we cannot have 
Elders in the school I am really hoping 
that through this collaboration with 
local leaders we can make LKRHS a 
more welcoming place for our students 
by creating more culturally appropriate 
and relevant programming! If you are 
interested in joining the Curriculum 
Revitalization Team please call LKRHS 
and we will add you to the next Team 
Meeting. I am really excited to partner 
with the local leaders on this project 
and hope it sets up the foundation for 
future collaboration!

I am the Principal of Liidlii Kue 
Regional High School in Fort 
Simpson and I asking on all Dehcho 
Community Leaders if you have any 
extra Community Flags that you can 
donate to our school. I am trying to 
get all of the flags from the Dehcho 
Region because we have students 
from all of the communities attending 
our school. I envision hanging all of 
the flags from the rafters in front foyer 
so we can proudly represent all of our 
communities that our students come 
from!

Please call LKRHS (867-695-3320) if 
you are able to donate a flag or know 
of someone who can! 

Mahsi!

Left to right: Hunter Clille, Jim Williams, Ethan Norwegian  and John Tsetso and 
Bottom of photo: Sharon Allen

Ethan Norwegian Sahtle Tsetso

NEW CAMERAS AT LKRHS
BY: WILL MAGNO

TAKE A KID TRAPPING PROGRAM 
BY: SHARON ALLEN

CURRICULUM REVITALIZATION TEAM MEETING
BY: WILL MAGNO

CALLING ALL DEHCHO COMMUNITIES
BY: WILL MAGNO
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As part of our ILE Goals and Action 
Plan we have started to rejuvenate 
our front foyer by adding in a new 
cultural space. Once complete we will 
have a new area where students and 
staff can hang out which will be much 
more culturally relevant. We initially 
envisioned setting up a McPherson 
Tent in the front foyer but it didn’t 
end up fitting. However, thanks to the 
expertise of Raymond and two students 
(Hunter and Keegan) they were able to 
create a similar structure out of limited 
materials! The project is still under 
construction and once complete will 
look amazing. We envision using this 
area for an in house Elder who can 
come in and have a spot where he/she 
engages with our students. Of course 
this cannot happen until the Covid-19 
Pandemic is over but we are still really 
excited about this new foyer! Thank you to Raymond Horassi, Keegan Menacho and Hunter Clillie

NEW FRONT FOYER REJUVENATION
BY: WILL MAGNO

On Thursday, April 1st, the grade 1 
students were getting ready for Easter 
by creating some very colourful and 
unique designs to use while decorating 
their Easter eggs (see picture).  When 
they returned to school after lunch 
the students and their teacher, Mr. 
Seth, were surprised to out that they 
had a lunchtime visit from the Easter 
Bunny.  The Easter Bunny had left the 
class a note (see picture) stating that 

he had hidden many chocolate eggs in 
the class for the students to find.  The 
students immediately started to hunt 
for these hidden chocolate eggs.  Mr. 
Seth was a little annoyed about this 
unannounced visit since it changed 
the afternoon schedule somewhat, but 
he was pleased to see that the students 
really enjoyed it.  

The students and Mr. Seth were quite 
perplexed, though, by how the Easter 

Bunny was able to 
sneak into the school 
unnoticed.  Some of 
the students went to 
ask the custodian, 
Miss Karla, if she had 
seen the Easter Bunny 
but she had not 
noticed anyone else 
in the building over 
lunchtime.  Clearly 
the Easter Bunny is 
very sneaky!

At the end of the day, 
the students had 

some colourful 
eggs to take 
home as 
well as the 
chocolate 
eggs that 
the Easter 
Bunny left 
for them.  

GRADE 1 EASTER FUN AT LKES
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This year LKES has received a total of 
just under $17, 500 from three separate 
technology grants: Best Buy (just under 
$10,000), Canada Post ($5000), and 
Enbridge ($2500).  These Grants are 
targeted to increase the technology at 
our school, which will enhance and 
assist our students learning while 
giving them technology skills that 
they will need to be successful in our 
rapidly changing world of technology.  
The money from the Best Buy Grant 
was used to purchase five 65-inch 
interactive TVs which have arrived 
at the school and will be set up in 
five of our classrooms in the coming 

weeks.  Once these interactive TVs are 
installed, teachers will receive training 
on how to use them effectively and 
properly and to enhance teaching and 
learning.  

The second phase of our technology 
upgrade will be to purchase 
chromebooks for each of these 
classrooms.  These chromebooks will 
be able to interact with the TVs as well 
as allow our students extra supports 
for writing, reading, and learning.  We 
want to give our students the chance to 
learn how to use technology as a tool in 
a more and more technological world. 

On Friday, April 9th our grade 5 and 6 
classes had the opportunity to go to the 
Rec. Centre to learn all about the sport 
of Ringette.  The students learned about 
the history of the sport of Ringette, the 
equipment used and most importantly, 
the rules: "keep your stick low, listen 
and have fun.” From there it went 
straight to stick handling and running 
around the gym with holding the stick 
in two hands and moving the ring 
along. Then some passing between two 
students and shooting at the net. At the 
end there was a fun game of Ringette, 

where the team had to do three passes 
before scoring. Each participant also 
received a lovely gift bag from the 
National Sport Organization. 

“It was a wonderful experience seeing 
these students participate in our 
sessions. Giving their all, listening 
and learning the sport. We had a great 
time.” Thorsten Gohl, Physical Literacy 
Coordinator Dehcho

We would like to thank the Rec. Centre 
and Thorsten Gohl for introducing our 
students to this great sport.

At LKES the students and staff “Drop 
the Pop” almost daily, as we hardly 
ever have “Pop” in the school.  Our 
students and parents are very good 
about not drinking pop during the 
school day.   However, for this year 

we have still planned to promote 
the Drop the Pop program.  We gave 
every student a water bottle with our 
school logo on them.  We also placed 
microwaves in every classroom so 
that students can enjoy popcorn and 

other healthy snacks or hot breakfasts/ 
lunches during the school day without 
missing out on their education.  To 
celebrate our annual “Drop the Pop” 
day, each class received a Fruit and 
Veggie Platter to enjoy for going the 

day without pop or other high sugar 
juices.

Great job staying healthy and hydrated 
LKES staff and students!!

“TECH”ING UP AT LKES

RINGETTE SKILLS AND DRILLS AT LKES

DROP THE POP AT LKES    
Charlie Antoine Taggacho Jose

Leanne Jose (Teacher) 

Peyton Lomen

NJ Marks

Grade 5 Class

Faith Vital
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“ Our traditional knowledge is recorded 
in the stories of our ancestors since time 
immemorial. In this book, you will read 
our oral history and traditions that are our 
Dene parables, used to guide ourselves 
and our People.” — Dene National Chief 
Norman Yakeleya

“ To think what our ancestors have seen in 
one lifetime.... It is staggering. I hear so 
much power in these pages. I also feel it. 
I am grateful to everyone involved in this 
project because it is a life’s work honouring 
the witnessing of so much change in so 
little time. We will have to celebrate this 
book and the DVD that accompanies it 
forever.”  
  — Richard Van Camp 

UPCOMING, UpRoute Winter Special Edition 2021 Indigenous Spirit of Nature Series

For media contact:
Lorene Shyba | 403 818-4808 | lorene.shyba@durvile.com

For orders contact: 
University of Toronto Press (UTP)
Ph (416) 667-7791/ (800) 565-9523

UPROUTE Imprint of Durvile Publications 

HIS028000/Indigenous History 
SPECIAL EDITION PRINTING with new content
6” x 9” | 272 pages |100 b/w photographs & artwork
Contains DVD of film We Remember, Remastered
ISBN: 978-1-988824-63-5;  
978-1-988824-56-7 (e-pub); 978-1-988824-37-6 (audio)
Price: $39.95 in Canada, $32.50 in US 
Release date, SPECIAL EDITION March 21, 2021

We Remember the Coming of the White Man 
chronicles the history of the Sahtú (Mountain 
Dene) and Gwinch’in People in the extraordinary 
time of the early 20th century. This 2021 Special 
Edition of the book recognizes the anniversary of 

the signing of Treaty 11, which is greatly controversial due to the emotional 
and economic fallout for the People. The remastered film “We Remember,” 
is included with the book, on DVD and as digital Vimeo links.
      As well as poignant essays on Treaty 11, the book includes transcripts 
of oral histories by Elders. They talk about the early days of fur trading 
and guns; the flu pandemic; and dismay about the way oil and uranium 
discoveries and pipelines were handled on their land. A new section of 
stories is included as well — stories by Leanne Goose, Antoine Mountain, 
Raymond Yakeleya, and George Blondin. 

Durvile and UpRoute gratefully acknowledge funding from Government of Canada  
through the Canada Book Fund and the Alberta Government through the Alberta Media Fund.

WE REMEMBER 
THE COMING OF THE WHITE MAN
Edited by Sarah Stewart and Raymond Yakeleya 

Foreword by Walter Blondin | Art by Antoine Mountain

SPECIAL 2021 EDITION, RECOGNIZING THE  
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SIGNING OF TREATY 11

Special Edition

Artists, Authors, Elders

Editors: Sarah Stewart & Raymond Yakeleya 
Foreword : Walter Blondin, 

Elders:  Elizabeth Yakeleya, Sarah Simon, Mary Wilson, 
 Joe Blondin, John Blondin, Isadore Yukon, Johnny Kaye, 

 Jim Edwards Sittichinli, Peter Thompson, Andrew Kunnizzi

Storytellers and Authors:  Colette Poitras, Leanne Goose,  
George Blondin, Raymond Yakeleya, Antoine Mountain

Artists:  Antoine Mountain, Ruth Schefter, Deborah Desmarais

As authors, editors, and publishers, we dedicate this book to  
Northern writers and storytellers. As a collective, we are donating  

publication royalties to establish a prize for emerging  
Indigenous writers and storytellers in the North.

Mahsi , Marsi, Quiunnini

Lorene Shyba, Raymond Yakeleya, Sarah Stewart, 
Walter Blondin, Colette Poitras, Leanne Goose,  

& Antoine Mountain

ZOOM LAUNCH, SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 2021, 2:00PM
Hosted by Audreys Books, EDMONTON

REGISTER AT AUDREYS.CA (CLICK ON EVENTS)

YELLOWKNIFE NWT: Prince of Wales Museum 
Saturday, September 4, 2:00 pm (to be confirmed)

FORT PROVIDENCE: Sept. 6, Location and time to be confirmed

FORT SIMPSON: Sept. 8, Location and time to be confirmed

NORMAN WELLS: Sept. 10, Location and time to be confirmed

INUVIK: Sept. 12, Location and time to be confirmed

Updates as they happen at DURVILE.COM

request your fine company for
READINGS, FILM SCREENING & Q&A of

We Remember, Special Treaty 11 Anniversary Edition
n  n  n

S P E C I A L  E D I T I O N
In Recognition of the 100th Anniversary of Treaty 11

B O O K  T O U R  2 0 2 1
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Sarah Stewart, Editor  
Sarah Stewart is a teacher, researcher, editor and writer. She, 
with Esther Tennenhouse, created the Let’s go hunting, Let’s go 
fishing, Let’s go trapping activity books for Northern children. 

Raymond Yakeleya, Editor/Filmmaker  
Raymond  Yakeleya is proud that his film, TV, and book work is 
used to educate future generations about the Dene People and 
other First Nations in a way that respects all cultures.

Walter Blondin.  
Walter Blondin is a pilot, hunter, and trapper who worked his 
entire life in the energy industry.  He loves his land and people 
and cares deeply for the spirituality, principals, and values of the 
Sahtù Dene.  

Colette Poitras  
Colette Poitras is Red River Métis and Chair of the Canadian 
Federation of Library Associations Indigenous Matters 
Committee. She believes libraries have a duty to preserve and 
revitalize Indigenous languages.

We Remember the Coming of the White Man, Special Edition
 is the fifth book in Durvile and UpRoute Book’s 

 “Spirit of Nature” series. Series editor, Raymond Yakeleya

Authors Authors

Sarah 
Stewart

Raymond 
Yakeleya

Walter  
Blondin

Colette
Poitras

George
Blondin

Leanne
Goose

Antoine 
Mountain

George Blondin  
The late George Blondin was a writer,  a wilderness guide, a miner, and 
trapper. His books include  When the World was New and Yamoria,  
the Lawmaker.

Leanne Goose 
Leanne Goose is a singer-songwriter, musician, producer, and storyteller, 
born in Inuvik. She is from the Lennie/Menacho/Goose families which 
extend from the Arctic Coast through the Mackenzie Valley. 

Antoine Mountain.  
Artist, writer, and scholar Antoine Mountain is originally from Radilih Koe/
Fort Good Hope.  He is author of From Bear Rock Mountain: The Life and 
Times of a Dene Residential School Survivor.
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