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MESSAGE FROM THE ML A
MLA SHANE THOMPSON 

It is with great pleasure and honour that I have 
the opportunity to be included in the first 
edition of the newspaper. I am very impressed 
with this project.

I will be excited to share the news of the 
newspaper with my colleagues as we sit 
down for the 18th Legislative Assembly from 
October 10 to November 1. 

Please watch for the next edition of the  
MLA’s newsletter, coming out in the middle  
of December.

Again, thank you for allowing me to share 
my thoughts, and I wish the youth the best 
moving forward as they see where this project 
will take them.

I am excited to read the new edition, and I 
look forward to reading many more. 

It is encouraging to see the youth 
participate together; it is especially 
exciting to see the ambition of the youth 
to try new things. As many of you know, 
before my work as a MLA, I was heavily 
involved with the youth throughout 
all the communities in the Northwest 
Territories. Each and every one of them 
continues to prove their resilience and 
passion to have their voice heard.
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OF THE NORTH

LOUIE NORWEGIAN SCHOOL

Getting Rink Ready
BY ZAYDEN KRAUS

The students of Louie Norwegian School in Jean Marie River are shown sweeping the ice rink next 
to their school. They have helped to get the rink ready for winter by removing the weeds growing up 
through the concrete and sweeping off the dirt. It is going to be fun and the students are going to be 
excited this winter. It is going to be fun for me and the students.

Have a good winter!
Students in picture: Ideza Clille, Martin Antoine,  
Zayden Kraus, Gundea Clille, and Hayden Kraus.

SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE

I hope you will enjoy the first edition 
of our newspaper. It will get better 
with time, be patient with us.

We want to celebrate this beautiful 
land and give our students an 
opportunity to appreciate and share 
their culture. We have other ideas in 
mind with this newspaper: We have 
a partnership in place with News/
North and we will send the most 
motivated students to Yellowknife for 
real training with their journalists. We 
intend to credit the students’ work in 
their English classes and/or through 
CTS courses. We are also exploring 
the possibility of tying this initiative to 
a degree in Journalism using the dual 
credit principle.

More important yet, this initiative 
is about showing our children their 
true potential. We want to empower 
them as they go through the process 
of running a newspaper and acquire 
entrepreneurship skills. Again, it will 
take us some time to fine-tune this 
project, so please be patient.

This project is meant to teach our 
students how they can use their 
writing skills to express their 
opinion in a critical, yet respectful 
way. It is an opportunity to nurture 
their critical thinking skills. At 
the same time, we hope to make 
education relevant as our students 
will learn about interviewing 
people and writing articles.

P. BRULOT 

We are inviting all the schools in 
the NWT to send articles to share 
the good things happening in their 
communities. In return, we will send 
you free copies of the newspaper.

Mahsi Cho,

P. Brulot
Superintendent and Project Manager
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DEHCHO LITERACY INITIATIVES 

New Literacy Init iatives in the DDEC
BY PATRICK 
PHILLIPS,  
LITERACY 
COORDINATOR, 
DEHCHO 
DIVISIONAL 
EDUCATION 
COUNCIL (DDEC)

Increasingly, recent research shows 
that the best predictor of future 
academic achievement and overall 
success in life is one’s reading 
ability. Ritchie and Bates (2013) 
demonstrated a strong correlation 
between reading skills at age seven 
and future job success. In fact, 
reading achievement at age seven was 
linked to social class achievement 
some 35 years later. Mar et al. (2008) 

revealed that students who are 
proficient readers of fiction are better 
able to understand people, empathize 
with them, and are more fully able to 
understand their point of view.

In light of these findings, I am very 
proud to be a part of some very 
exciting literacy initiatives in the 
DDEC. Our first initiative is designed 
to directly support teachers and 
Student Support Assistants (SSAs) 
as they instruct literacy. To this end, 
we are providing in-services on 
evidenced-based resources such 
as Reading Power (Gear, 2015) and 
6+1 Writing Traits (Culham, 2003). 
Reading Power is designed to improve 
reading comprehension by teaching 
students the strategies of connecting, 
questioning, visualizing, inferring, 

and transforming. 6+1 Writing Traits 
provides strategies for young writers 
in the areas of ideas, organization, 
voice, word choice, sentence fluency, 
and conventions. District educators 
will also be given online subscriptions 
to Daily CAFÉ, which is a website 
designed to improve reading 
accuracy, fluency, and expanded 
vocabulary. Providing direct support 
to teachers and SSAs is the best way to 
improve student performance.

Another exciting initiative of ours 
is our partnership with OverDrive. 
OverDrive is the world’s leading 
digital platform for libraries and 
schools. This partnership will allow 
us to put over 40,000 ebooks and 
audiobooks in the hands of our 
students, at home and at school. 

Ezhunı Zaa 2018
 Language Class – Dene K’ęę Goghagonetę

Edaıdzę Edaıdzę  Ndah Tanı̨ dzę  T’áá Tanı̨ dzę Tanı̨ dzę  Ndah Łudıdzę Edaıdzę  T’áá

1

Dene K’ęę Goghagonetę

2 3

4 5

Word of the week: Golo

6 7 8

Dene K’ęę Goghagonetę

9 10

11 12

Word of the week: K ’o

13 14 15

Dene K’ęę Goghagonetę

16 17

18 19

Word of the week: Zháh

20 21 22

Dene K’ęę Goghagonetę

23 24

25 26

Word of the week:  
Zháh mehchıe

27 28 29

Dene K’ęę Goghagonetę

30

Dene K’ęę Goghagonetę : Sharon Allen
Tanidze Ndah – Łaudıı sadze – 7:00 p.m. at TSS Library

Through initiatives like these, it is our 
firm commitment to improve student 
decoding, comprehension, and 
writing in the DDEC.
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Appointment  Not ice
Lorene Shyba, publisher at 
Durvile Publications is pleased 
to announce the appointment of 
Raymond Yakeleya as consulting 
editor, Indigenous content.

Raymond Yakeleya is a Dene 
film director and book author, 
originally from Tulita in the 
Northwest Territories, now 
residing in Edmonton, Alberta. 
His award-winning documentary 
films, including We Remember 

Raymond Yakeleya and his book  
“The Tree by the Woodpile and  

Other Dene Spirit of Nature Tales”

for CBC and The Last Mooseskin 
Boat with NFB, have screened at 
festivals around the world. Raymond 
authored The Tree by the Woodpile 
and Other Dene Spirit of Nature Tales 
for UpRoute Books’ Spirit of Nature 
Series, UpRoute being Durvile’s 
imprint for art, poetry, and youth 
literature. Raymond is overseeing 
development of other Spirit of Nature 
titles and also reviews Durvile and 
UpRoute manuscripts for Indigenous 
content and equitable representation.

Says Yakeleya, “Canada’s Indigenous 
people need to have a voice in 
mainstream media in order to tell  
our people’s stories, our way.”

For further information about 
Raymond and his publications, visit 
durvile.com or contact Lorene Shyba 
at Lorene.shyba@durvile.com
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ECHO DENE SCHOOL

Dallas Sassie 
is a student from Echo Dene School in Fort 
Liard, Northwest Territories. He’s lived in 
Fort Liard most of his life. He is 18 years old 
and in Grade 12. He is looking forward to 
graduating in June 2019. His hobbies include 
soccer, snowboarding, and going into the 
bush. His goals are to graduate from high 
school and head off to college or university.  
He would love to travel to Europe and South America.

Jolan Kotchea 
was born in Fort Nelson, BC, but has lived 
in Fort Liard, NWT, his whole life. He is 
16 years old and plans to graduate at the 
end of the 2019/2020 school year. His 
hobbies are playing soccer, video games, 
and eating. Jolan is a bit of a class clown, 
always telling jokes. Jolan is also a babysitter 
extraordinaire, and is trusted within the community.  
After graduation, Jolan plans to study law.

Hailey Sassie 
was born in Fort Nelson, BC, but has lived 
in Fort Liard, NWT, her whole life. Hailey 
is 15 years old, but turns 16 on October 22, 
2018. She is currently in Grade 11 and plans 
to travel around Canada visiting friends 
and family after she graduates. Then, she 
wants to go to Greece and swim with the 
dolphins, then travel to Cuba. Afterwards, she plans to go to college. 
Her hobbies are snowboarding in the winter and playing volleyball. 
She used to be part of the Fort Liard Dolphin’s swim team. Hailey is a 
bit of a homebody and enjoys staying home chatting with her parents 
and watching TV.

Dennis Bertrand fillets white fish during the week-long event.

cook traditional food for lunch that 
was made for the whole community. 
Meals were made fresh every day. The 
menu consisted of moose stew, rabbit 
stew, fried moose meat, fried rabbit 
meat, wild chicken, and bannock. 
Bannock was made fresh many times 
throughout the day due to the high 
demand for it.

The students got to participate in 
a handful of activities, including 
skinning rabbits and chickens.  
They also got to work on their filleting 
skills with some northern pike and 
pickerel. Another activity was the 
fleshing of the moose hide, which 
is part of the process to creating a 
beautifully tanned hide. This hide 
will then be used for the creation 
of moccasins, mukluks, and other 
Indigenous regalia.

This was a great experience for 
community members and students, 
and it always has been. Let’s just hope 
next year is bigger and better.

BY DYLAN STEEVES 
(GRADE 12 STUDENT) 

Keeping our culture alive – one of 
the many ways to do so is what Echo 
Dene School did in Fort Liard, NWT. 
Here, staff, students, and community 
members hold a culture camp every 
year for one week in the month 
of September. During the culture 
camp, instructors introduce the 
students and community members 
to traditional ways of preparing 
wildlife for cooking, and preparing 
the hides of wildlife for things 
such as moccasins. Moccasins are 
the traditional footwear used by 
Indigenous people of this area, and 
many other areas, over thousands  
of years. 

Every day during this week, the 
students, a class at a time, got to 
experience these rich traditions. Each 
day started with the lighting of the 
fire. This fire would then be used to 

Keeping Tradition Alive

A Staple of Canada’s  
First Nations
BY DALLAS SASSIE  
(GRADE 12 STUDENT)

September 17 to 21, 2018, was 
culture camp week at Echo Dene 
School in Fort Liard. Students from 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 got to 
participate in traditional activities. My 
favourite part of the week was making 
bannock. Bannock is so great, it is my 
most favourite treat of the day. In fact, 
it’s one of the most favourite treats of 
the day for us Aboriginals. 

Bannock came to us after Europeans 
showed up to the land and showed 
us new ways to live. They brought 
things like flour, baking soda, sugar, 
and so on. But afterward, the disease 
they brought with them affected all 
the First Nations’ people. People from 

all the tribes got sick and many died. 
Later, it started to get better as the 
Aboriginals from villages started to 
build immunity to the diseases and 
got over it. Between the diseases and 
life on reservations it was hard for the 
First Nations’ people to survive.

We were able to live by cooking 
bannock. It was one of the only foods 
that kept us alive while we searched for 
other food. We passed on the teaching 
of the making of bannock in our own 
way, like bannock on a stick. Through 
generations, bannock has been with 
us for a very long time and in a good 
way. Even now, there are still people 
making bannock for their family and 
friends or for people that have never 
eaten bannock before. We also have 
culture camps to show the kids, adults, 
and elders how to make bannock.  
We also learn how to gut a fish or skin 
a moose hide so our rich traditions  
will continue to live on through us.

Culture Camp in Fort Liard
BY HAILEY SASSIE  
(GRADE 11 STUDENT)

On September 17 to 21 in Fort Liard, 
just outside the school, there was 
a culture camp. The whole school 
participated in the culture camp.

Corrine Sassie, the Dene Yahti 
teacher, organized the culture camp 
outside the school. School students 
learned how to skin animals, and 
how to cook bannock and soup. 
Students learned how to skin rabbit 
and moose, scale fish, and pluck 
chickens. The Dene Yahti teacher 
said that, “We need to learn how 
to use these skills so then we 
could pass them on and keep our 
traditions alive.” 

Michel Sassie donated a moose 
hide and John Klondike donated 
fish to the culture camp. 

One of the people who participated 
commented that, “Rabbit and 
moose hide can come in handy 
because, after you skin it, you 
can make moccasins, gloves, and 
clothing. Well, you can use the 
hides (moose) for anything.” She 
also said that there is a very special 
part of the moose’s leg that can be 
used in skinning the moose called 
‘Anenothe’.

Students loved the culture camp. It 
was a time where they could learn 
more deeply about rich traditions 
like skinning moose, plucking 
chickens, and scaling fish.
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Traditional Food at Culture Camp

ECHO DENE SCHOOL

A member of the community teaching kids about fish

Bannock being prepared daily at the culture camp.

Keeping Traditions Alive
BY HOLLY FANTASQUE  
(GRADE 12 STUDENT)

In Fort Liard, we’ve just experienced 
our annual culture camp at Echo 
Dene School. Culture camp is 
something the school does once a 
year so kids can watch, learn, and 
try to use skills used by generations 
before us. It’s for kids from 
Kindergarten through Grade 12 to 
watch and learn from teachers in 
our community; to learn about our 
traditions and have them passed on. 
At culture camp, they show us the 
importance of our culture, the Dene 
culture, as it’s slowly dying in the 
modern age.

The school has been doing culture 
camp as long as I’ve been in school, 
at least ten years. Culture camp is 
important because it focuses on 
practices that our elders and people 
used when they used to live on the 
land. It is also very important because 
we learn skills like how to scale fish, 
make bannock, pluck chickens, skin 
rabbits, and fleshing moose hides, 

BY LEONA BERREAULT  
(GRADE 12 STUDENT)

Corrine Sassie, the Language and 
Culture teacher at Echo Dene 
School in Fort Liard, organized 
traditional activities, lunches, 
and teachings for students and 
community members during the 
annual culture camp. The camp 
was held every day from 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. during the week of 
September 17 to 21. 

To have culture camp for the kids 
in the school and for community 
members is very important 
because it provided the elders an 
opportunity to share traditional 
stories with the kids and teach 
them to speak in their language. 
This helps keep the tradition alive. 
Enjoying traditional food with 
people is important since food 
brings people together.

The moose stew seemed to be the 
most popular food at the camp. 
There was moose, fish, bush 
chicken, and bannock available 
to all. Grace and Freda Berreault 

which takes all day. They teach us 
these skills because they need to be 
passed on to our kids and grandkids. 
This will help ensure that our culture 
stays alive and continues into the  
next generations.

It’s doesn’t matter if you’re in 
Kindergarten or Grade 12, it’s good 
for all of us to learn about our culture 
and let it grow. It’s good for all of 
us because our people had to fight 
to be here, enduring the impact 
of residential schools. Residential 
schools took a huge part of our 
culture away as they tried to take  
the Indian out of the child and 
wipe out our culture for good. After 
everything, our people fought back 
and are living on today trying to  
re-establish our culture.

They do culture camp for a week so 
we can learn skills and traditions, 
and so they can be passed on later in 
life to the generations after us. Our 
culture and people are always going 
to be important and we should be 
proud of who we are.

cooked the lunches. They made 
moose stew, rabbit stew, chicken 
soup, fish, and there was fresh 
bannock every day. 

Grace Berreault said, “I liked 
seeing the people come together 
cooking traditional food: wild 
chicken, moose, rabbit, and 
fish. None of the meat was store 
bought.” Asked if she would cook 
again in the upcoming years, Grace 
said, “Yes, I will, anytime.”

The non-local teachers got to 
experience the traditional foods 
for the first time because you can’t 
get this kind of food in restaurants. 
Non-Indigenous people in the 
community got to try the food and 
fleshing bone. My teacher, Adam, 
who been here for only two weeks, 
tried the fleshing bone much to the 
laughter from the young children 
there who had more experience 
with it. They were taught from their 
parents how to do it and were very 
good at it. 

The whole community is looking 
forward to the one next year.

Dylan Steeves 
was born in Fort Nelson, BC, and lived 
there for the first four years of his life. He 
then moved to Fort Liard, NWT, where he 
has lived since. Dylan is very ambitious 
and started his first job at the age of 14 as 
a lifeguard, and since then, has worked 
at three other jobs. One of these jobs was 
as a maintenance person for the Northwest Territories Housing 
Corporation. He is looking to graduate this year and work towards 
an undergraduate degree in criminology at VIU. His hobbies include 
quadding, small game hunting, and video games.

Holly Fantasque 
is from Echo Dene School in Fort Liard, 
Northwest Territories. She has lived here 
her whole life. Holly is 17 and in Grade 12. 
She will be graduating from Echo Dene 
School in June 2019. Her hobbies are soccer, 
snowboarding, and reading. Holly aspires to 
a career in journalism. She wants to go away 
to college and then return to work in the north as a journalist,  
covering the stories that matter to northerners. 

Leona Berreault 
was born in Fort Liard, NWT. She has lived 
in Fort Liard her whole life. She is too busy 
for many hobbies because she works full-
time at the Hamlet and the Northern Store. 
Her only day off is on Saturday. She is also 
attending school and will complete her 
graduation requirements at the end of the 
current semester. Leona loves her family and she has plans to go to 
college next fall for the educational assistant program in Grande Prairie.
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THOMAS SIMPSON SCHOOL

High School Staff Cultural Orientation 2018, Fort Simpson

Home Economics 
Thanksgiving Feast

With the assistance of Betty and Tanya Hardisty, staff were all able to make 
beaver mitts. This took two full days at the start of the school year. The staff all 
learned patience and how much work goes into making a pair of mittens. They 
have gained an appreciation for all the work that goes into making local crafts. 
The results are mitts for the winter.

On Friday, October 5, students in senior high Home Economics class prepared 
a Thanksgiving feast for everyone. With assistance from the baking club, junior 
high students, and some staff members, everything came together. The food 
was delicious.
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THOMAS SIMPSON SCHOOL

Fort Simpson Schools 
Opening Fire Feeding 
Ceremony 2018

Simpson Monopoly  Tag Challenge Game

Led by Gilbert and Mary Jane Cazon, staff and students from both schools 
welcomed in the new school year with a Fire Feeding Ceremony. Youth 
drummers helped out and everyone greeted each other. Have a great school year.

BY THE LITERACY 10 CLASS:  
DAMIAN ISAIAH,  
TAMARA LENNIE, 
ANGEL MOSES,  
MAVERICK SIMBA-CANADIEN,  
SADEE GUINN,  
STARR LAFFERTY, AND  
JOSHUA CAZON

The students created 
a Monopoly Game on 
the community of Fort 
Simpson for the weekly  
Tag Challenge.

The Tag Challenge happened on 
Tuesday, October 2, in the TSS gym. 
There were half a dozen students 
participating in the game, and the gym 
was filled with cheers and excitement.

The Literacy 10 class had been 
creating a Simpson Monopoly game 
for the Thomas Simpson weekly Tag 
Challenge. We drew on large pieces 
of paper with Simpson business 
names on them, such as Unity and 
Northern. Each business name had a 
unique design, colour, and sketch on 
the cards. Some business names that 
were included in the game we did not 
know had existed. 

The game had started late, so we 
didn’t have much time to finish. Also, 
we were not able to get other students 
from their tags to play along. Overall, 
this was a fun Tag Challenge for the 
students who had participated. 
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EDUCATION RENEWAL

Territorial Goals/Priorities:
Education Renewal and Innovation Framework 

Directions for Change

Enhancing and 
suppor ting 
the school -
community 
relationship

Increasing flexibility 
within the system 
(structures, time 
frames…)

Make learning 
personal – 
Increasing student 
ownership/
engagement 
through choice and 
autonomy 

Integrating 
interdepartmental 
and community 
services within 
schools

Focusing on educator 
retention, professional 
development and quality 
of life

Embedding local 
culture, language, 
history, and natural 
environment into 
student learning 
in order to make it 
more relevant and 
meaningful

Increasing learner 
outcomes by meeting 
the needs of all parts 
of the student – 
social, emotional, 
spiritual, intellectual, 
and physical

Creating an 
NWT Student 
Assessment 
and System 
Accountability 
Framework

Focusing on 
early years (0-5) 
programming

Language and Culture 
Embedding local culture, language, history,  

and natural environment into student learning.

100% of the key culture 
experiences will be 
connected directly 
to our Languages 
Curriculum and the 
resource guide.

Elders in the 
classrooms and 
community events.

Dehcho schools  
provide key weekly 
cultural activities.

Relevant Programming

Take a kid trapping  
+ Take a kid hunting.

Seasonal on-the-land 
camps.

Permanent camp at 
Willow Lake near 
Fort Providence.

Traditional Activities

Memorandum of 
Understanding with 
Historica Canada.

Classroom topics and 
exercises.

Dene Kede used in 
Dehcho schools as 
a guiding tool while 
providing and planning 
these experiences.

Curriculum Support

Making education 
relevant by providing 
real work experience. 

Celebrating languages 
and culture.

Newspaper Project

Immersion from JK-3 + 
classes 4-9 at Deh Gah 
School.

Classes through core 
programming in our 
schools JK-9.

Grade 12 at Echo Dene 
School.

All Language Teachers 
will attend DDEC and 
EC&C in-service and 
training workshops.

Dene Zhatie

Moving Forward Together 
A few years ago, the Department of Education, Culture and Employment 
came up with a wonderful vision.

It was a direction for change called ‘Education Renewal’.

This vision was about making changes that would improve the quality  
of education in the North. 

The Dehcho Divisional Education Council is going to show you what  
we are currently discussing to improve the system and make sure that 

our students get the best education possible.

That being said, improving a system can only be done if we all work 
together with the government, the Nation, the parents and students,  
and the NWTTA and UNW membership. We will do this with the 
guidance of our Elders, Council, and local DEAs.

Mahsi
P. Brulot
Superintendent

This is what is happening in the  
Dehcho Divisional Education Council:
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Curriculum

The whole process will  take a couple of years. Once it is done, any 
teacher will  be able to access a year plan for whatever subjec t and 
whatever grade s/he is teaching. This will  provide the necessar y 
suppor t that some teachers need.

The Whole Child 
Increasing learner outcomes by meeting the needs 

of all parts of the students – social, emotional, 
spiritual, intellectual, and physical.

Physical Needs
We are 
currently 
negotiating 
with the 
NW T Judo 
Association to 
implement a 
Judo program 
in the Dehcho.

Emotional Needs
We will  tr y to 
strengthen our music 
program and are 
currently pilot ing a 
projec t where music 
is used to engage 
students with complex 
needs (healing  
through music).

Spiritual Needs
Our Language and 
Culture team is 
doing wonder ful 
work to ensure that 
Dene Kede values 
are ref lec ted in our 
daily practice. We 
also invite elders 
into our schools.

MISSION STATEMENT
The Dehcho Divisional Education Council will provide  

quality education based on the cultures of its students  
in partnerships with the communities they serve.

Inclusion 
Increasing flexibility within the system.

This is what is happening in the Dehcho Divisional Education Council:

Some of our children have very complex needs and  
they are as precious to us as any other student.

Our system must be flexible!

We must give these children an opportunity  
to become the best they can be. 

We are in the process of s tudying computer programs in the areas  
of L iteracy, Numeracy, Autism, and Speech Therapy. We are going to  
train our Suppor t Assistants because they are on the front l ine. They  

are working with our children on a daily basis and have the power  
to make a dif ference. If  we train our Suppor t Assistants (SAs),  

they will  be bet ter equipped to help our teachers and students.

A trades program will  allow us  
to of fer more choices to students.

We will  work with our par tners to  
enhance community relationships.

We believe that some of our students will  be  
more engaged and take more ownership for  

their learning once they have greater choice.

Trades 

Enhancing 
and supporting 

the school-
community 

relationship

Increasing 
interdepartmental 

and community service 
within schools

Making 
learning personal – 

Increasing student ownership/
engagement through choice  

and autonomy

Increasing 
flexibility 
within the 

system

TRADES

We are involving our partners to explore the  
possibility of starting a trades program in our district.

This is what is happening in the  
Dehcho Divisional Education Council:

We will:

Identif y the outcomes that 
students must absolutely 

master to succeed for  
each grade level and  

for each subjec t .

Make sure that Dene Kede is ref lec ted 
throughout all  year plans in all  subjec t areas.

Apply the concept-based 
philosophy that is currently 

being implemented in 
Alber ta.

Prepare a year plan for each 
subject at each grade level.

Prepare lesson plans specif ic  
 to these outcomes.

This is what we are considering to engage in a comprehensive 
curriculum review that will allow for more accountability:

Accountability means that we teach the curriculum,  
improve the system, and thereby, heighten student 

performance. For this to happen, we need to  
provide the necessary supports to our teachers.

What is our most pressing challenge?

Some of our teachers teach mult i - grade classes and have to cover  
all  subjec t areas. Imagine being in a remote community and having 
to teach all  s tudents in Grades 5 to 9. Ever y day, you have to  
prepare Math, English, Social Studies, and other courses for f ive 
dif ferent grade levels.  As you can imagine, the challenge can  
be over whelming.

We are going to provide suppor t by under taking a comprehensive 
curr iculum review. We will  take our three best teachers in each 
subject area and will  review the curr iculum.

Better opportunities 
for our students  

with complex needs.
Better support for our 

teachers as well.

Good programs 
and updated 
technologies.

Well-trained 
Support 

Assistants.
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BUSH CAMP

A Day at Deh Gah 
Bush Camp
BY DREW ANN WAKE

Theresa Bonnetrouge looked at me 
dubiously, not sure whether I – a 
woman in her 70s, dressed in city 
clothes – would be up to the rigours 
of a chilly fall day at a bush camp near 
Fort Providence. 

Theresa and three colleagues – 
Edith Squirrel, Laura Sabourin, and 
Diana Gargan – were there to teach 
traditional Dene skills to more than 
a dozen small children. All their 
conversations would be in the Dene 
Zhatie language.

I was there, with camera man 
Jonathan Antoine, to help students 
shoot a short documentary film 
about the life of a Fort Simpson elder, 
Michel Landry, who was born more 
than a century ago.

But first, we had to learn how Theresa 
and her colleagues are building a 
bridge between traditional Dene 
teaching and the modern education 
system.

“When we were young, our parents 
demonstrated what to do in front of 
us, without telling us: ‘Sit down and 
learn,’ ” explained Diana Gargan. “We 
were visual learners. We watched our 
Mom and we picked it up.”

The Dene educators are now 
employing the lessons of their 
childhood to encourage the students 
at Deh Gah school’s bush camp.

“At first, we bring a fish and they say: 
‘Ooooh, I don’t want to touch it.’ They 
stand back and watch,” says Theresa. 
“But then, after a while, they’ll say: 
‘Let me try.’ Eventually, somewhere 
down the road, they will say: ‘It’s my 
turn.’ ”

I could see that this participatory 
approach was working. All around 
us, children of six and seven were 
carrying fire wood and helping to 
pitch the tents. Once the spruce 
boughs were laid on the floor, the 
children crawled into the tent for 
songs and stories in Dene Zhatie.

By afternoon, Jonathan was adding 
his skills to the mix. He encouraged 
the children to explore the basics of 
shooting video – setting up the tripod 
and learning how to focus the camera.

Once the children became 
comfortable with the technology, he 
encouraged them to shoot scenes to 
illustrate the stories that elder Michel 
Landry told about life a century 
ago. The students filmed the golden 
tamaracks, leaves fluttering from the 
birches, and fish sputtering on the 
open fire. 

At the end of the afternoon, as a line 
of children snaked up the hill toward 
home, Jonathan summed up our day: 
“Great kids, superb environment and 
amazing teachers.”

Theresa Bonnetrouge, who was our guide at the bush camp.
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SOCIAL AWARENESS

Sharon Allen, Community Leader 
for local Mothers Against Drinking 
and Driving, Fort Simpson, 
attended the 2018 National 
Leadership Conference on 
September 28 to 30, 2018, as part 
of her ongoing training to continue 
to gain knowledge to help support 
victims of impaired driving.

MADD’s mission is to stop 
impaired driving and to support 
victims of this violent crime. 
This year’s theme focused on 
supporting Victims/Survivors of 
impaired driving. 

This year, there was emphasis 
on supporting people who are 
grieving, taking care of yourself, 
helping victims prepare an impact 
statement, creating a MADD 
support group in your community, 
and supporting victims through 
corrections and parole. Also, 
learning about Criminal Law vs. 
Civil Law, supporting people with 
brain injuries, and the justice 
system and impaired driving cases: 
What victims and survivors need 
to know. All materials are available 
through your local  
MADD Community Leader.

 

MADD Fort Simpson

If anyone wishes to learn more about MADD, or to join 
and become a volunteer, please feel free to contact 
Sharon Allen by email, maddinthenwt2008@live.com,  
or by phone, 867-695-3351. www.madd.ca

Bullying 
Awareness
BY DALLAS SASSIE AND  
HOLLY FANTASQUE  
(GRADE 12 STUDENTS,  
ECHO DENE SCHOOL)

How does bullying affect people? 
Well, it affects people, teenagers, 
and kids in many different ways. 
Depression, isolation, mental 
health problems, and the sense of 

never being good enough are all 
consequences of being bullied.

Bullying can happen anywhere, 
at any time, in any community. 
Bullying is far too common within 
schools, whether it’s elementary 
or high school. It’s even common 
amongst adults. It affects everyone 
one way or another and it also takes 
a big toll on life as well. Bullying can 
lead to a variety of things like self-
harm, dropping out of school, and 
can even lead to suicide.

“I wanted to be alone all the time 
because I felt like no one liked me,” 
one victim expressed.  

As the victim continued, they said 
it gave them problems as a teen 
in high school, like the feeling of 
no one liking them and not being 
enough for anything. Some schools 
are trying to stop bullying from 
happening by using different anti-
bullying programs.

At Echo Dene School, we use a 
program call WITS. This program 
was developed in 1993 by a principal 
named Judi Stevenson in Esquimalt, 
BC. WITS stands for: W – Walk away, 
I – Ignore, T – Talk it out, and S – 
Seek help. This program is designed 
to help victims of bullying deal with 

it and to give them strategies to deal 
with the bullies. It empowers the 
victims to deal with the bullying  
and to overcome the struggle. 

Have you ever thought of the person 
you are bullying? What they may 
be going through at the moment? 
Or, have you thought of what 
catastrophic thing may be going on 
in their lives? So, the next time you 
think you’re just teasing or picking 
on someone, think of the impact 
you’re having on them. Because, 
from the victim’s perspective,  
‘You’re kicking them while they’re 
already down.’



12 | Voices of the North – October 2018

CANADA.CA

Help a child succeed by planning for their education  
after high school.

Open a Registered Education Savings Plan (RESP) and the Government of Canada can help you save  
for a child’s post-secondary education.

Registered Education Savings Plan
An RESP is a savings account registered by the Government of Canada. 
Anyone can open an RESP to save for a child’s education after high school.

With an RESP, the child could receive:

• the Canada Learning Bond; 

• the Canada Education Savings Grant; and 

• provincial education savings incentives.

Canada Learning Bond
The Canada Learning Bond is money that the Government of Canada 
adds to an RESP for eligible children from low‑income families born 
in 2004 or later.

The Canada Learning Bond provides an initial payment of $500 into an 
RESP, as well as additional payments of $100 for each year of eligibility, 
up to age 15, up to a maximum of $2,000.

No personal contributions are required to receive the Canada Learning 
Bond for a child.

Canada Education Savings Grant
The Canada Education Savings Grant provides 20% on the first 
$2,500 in annual personal contributions to an RESP, for a maximum 
of $500 per year. Children from middle‑ and low‑income families 
may be eligible for an additional 10% or 20%, respectively, on the 
first $500 in annual personal contributions. The lifetime maximum 
(including additional amounts) is $7,200.

Later, the child can use the education savings incentives to pay 
for full‑time or part‑time studies in:

• an apprenticeship program

• CEGEP

• college

• trade school or

• university

How to open an RESP and request the Canada 
Learning Bond for an eligible child

• You and the child need a Social Insurance Number (SIN) 
to open an RESP. For more information, go to Canada.ca/
social‑insurance‑number or call 1‑800‑622‑6232.

• Make an appointment with a participating RESP promoter. 
For a complete list of organizations that offer RESPs, go to: canada.
ca/list‑resp‑promoters.

• Bring the SINs for you and your child to an RESP promoter and say: 
“I want to open a Registered Education Savings Plan (RESP) and 
request the Canada Learning Bond and the Canada Education Savings 
Grant for my child.”

Choose the RESP that is right for you
You can open an RESP at a participating  organization, such as a bank, credit 
union, or group plan dealer. These organizations are called “RESP promoters.”

An RESP promoter can help you choose the type of RESP that is right for you.

IT PAYS TO 
PLAN FOR 
A CHILD’S 
EDUCATION

LC-112-08-18E

CANADA RESP
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There are two types of RESPs:

• Family plans – for saving for more than one child in the same family.

• Individual plans (which include group plans) – for saving for a single child.

° Group plans – a collection of individual RESPs administered for 
a group of beneficiaries born in the same year.

Take the time to learn the terms and conditions of the plan you choose.

Choosing an RESP promoter
Choose an RESP promoter that best suits your needs.

Ask the promoter:

uu Do you offer the Canada Learning Bond and the Canada  
Education Savings Grant?

uu  Is there a provincial education savings incentive available?

uu  What types of RESPs do you offer (family or individual, 
including group)?

uu  Do I have to pay fees for:

• opening an RESP?

• withdrawing money from an RESP?

• managing my RESP?

• services and commissions?

uu What will happen if I can no longer make regular payments into the 
RESP? (Remember, for the child to receive the Canada Learning Bond 
you do not need to contribute any money into the RESP.)

uu What will happen if the child does not continue education 
after high school?

uu If I have to close my RESP account early, will I:

• have to pay fees or penalties?

• get back the money that I contributed to the plan?

• be able to transfer the money to another type of RESP?

For more information

  Visit canada.ca/education‑savings
 Visit canada.ca/social‑insurance‑number
 Visit canada.ca/list‑resp‑promoters

  Call 1 800 O‑Canada (1‑800‑622‑6232)

 TTY 1‑800‑926‑9105

  Visit a Service Canada Centre near you.

Canada Revenue Agency

Individual income tax enquiries: 1‑800‑959‑8281  
or visit: canada.ca/en/revenue‑agency

Financial Consumer Agency of Canada

1‑866‑461‑3222 

canada.ca/en/financial‑consumer‑agency

This publication is available for download at 
canada.ca/publicentre‑ESDC.

It is also available upon request in multiple formats (large print, Braille, MP3, 
audio CD, e‑text CD, DAISY, or Accessible PDF), by contacting 1 800 O‑Canada 
(1‑800‑622‑6232). By teletypewriter (TTY), call 1‑800‑926‑9105.

© Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada, 2018

CANADA RESP
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K AKISA L AKE SCHOOL

Fun Times During Holiday Weekend

Draw and Learn at Charles Yohin School
CHARLES YOHIN SCHOOL

Ciara Konisenta-Vital and mother,  
Jennifer Konisenta-Vital, playing an apple 
vocabulary game.

Delores McPherson (left) draws Faith 
Vital’s name as the lucky winner of a bag of 
apples, while Lynn MacFadyen looks on. 

A group of students participating in an apple fact science activity.

Gina Warren (Principal Doyle Manuel’s 
daughter), visiting from Alberta, working 
with Mrs. M. and the students in a craft and 
play time activity on October 6. The class 
also held a movie night, an outdoor fire  
and marshmallow roast, as well as a play  
and crafts time, over the holiday weekend.

The students  
are helping  
Mrs. M. prepare 
the Thanksgiving 
dinner for the 
whole community.

Gina Warren, the Principal’s daughter, 
reading with the students during  
our reading time.

Students are helping harvest the community garden and 
digging potatoes.

During cooking class with Mrs. M., 
the students in Kakisa got to see 
and taste a lot of different fruits 
and vegetables.
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BOMPAS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Parent Moose Stew Lunch
BY RHYS DOWEDSWELL  
AND SETH CLI

On September 13, class 5 had a  
parent moose stew lunch in the 
Liidlii Kue Elementary gym for the 
beginning of school. For lunch,  
they had a nice moose stew. The 
class also made bannock and rice 
crispy squares. After the parents ate, 
the students showed the classroom 
to their parents.

“It is always a pleasure to see our 
parents, teachers, and students  
come together to share a meal.  
In the North, people are like a big 
family, and that is something you 
don’t see in the big cities. Hats off 
to the teacher and students for 
welcoming us and being such good 
hosts,” said Philippe Brulot, the new 
Dehcho Superintendent.

The students look forward to 
preparing more meals for their 
families throughout the year.

Hay River Soccer Tournament
BY DEJAH HORASSI,  
BROOKLYN CAZON MARTINEAU,  
AND MEEKA EDDA

Grade 4/5 and 6 students from 
Bompas Elementary went to the 
Hay River Soccer Tournament on 
September 21 to 23.

Amaria Tanche-Hanna, Seth Cli, and 
Rhys Dowdeswell all got a goal in the 
last game. Seanna Grossetete and 
Seth Cli each got recognized for MVP 
by the referees. The students stayed at 
Diamond Jeness Secondary School. 

“It was fun,” Seth said. 

“The kids represented Fort Simpson 
very well,” said Coach Leanne Jose. 
“We tried our best and got better with 
every game.”

There were lots of parent volunteers 
on the trip. The students also had two 
other coaches, Jackie Whelley and  
Ava Erasmus.

September 31, 2018, was the last day 
of the Fort Simpson swimming pool 
of Fort for the year, so they ended it 
off with a swimming party and movie. 
The movie was called The Dog Who 
Saved Summer. 

While some kids ate yummy popcorn, 
some stayed in the pool and played.  
It was pretty fun! 

Seth Ci, a Grade 6 student, said,  
“We got to swim for three and a  
half hours!”

“I really liked the movie,” said  
Setue Isaiah, a Grade 6 student at 
Liidlii Kue Elementary. 

BY KATIE AND  
EVAN NOSEWORTHY

Dog Walking for  
Traditional Games
BY AMARIA TANCHE HANNA,  
GINA HARDISTY ISAIAH  
AND GOMBEE JOSE

In Fort Simpson, on September 16, 
Amaria Tanche Hanna, Gombee 
Jose, and Gina Hardisty-Isaiah 
decided to walk dogs for $5 to raise 
money for the traditional games in 
Yellowknife.

Gina Hardisty-Isaiah said, “It’s fun 
walking dogs for the traditional 
games.” 

They started walking dogs because 
their coach, Miss Gargan, said, 
“We should start early raising 
money for traditional games.” 

These students expect to make 
$1,000 for their hotel so they do 
not have to share the gym floor 
with hundreds of participants.

Traditional games are usually held 
in Yellowknife in February.

Pool  Par t y  Mov ie  Night
Last Day of the Fort Simpson  
Swimming Pool Until Spring

Daniel Manolo, a lifeguard at the  
Fort Simpson pool, said, “It was fun, 
but I will miss working at the pool 
until the spring!”
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POTDOPE
WEED

SMOKEJOINT

Parents
What you need to know... 

 Even though cannabis (pot) is going to be legal in Canada, it will still be illegal for children and youth 
under the age of 19 years old. 

 The School Code of Conduct, followed by students, staff and school visitors, says that the having, 
using, selling or buying cigarettes, alcohol or cannabis is not allowed on school grounds.

 The human brain is not fully grown until the age of 25 and research shows that smoking cannabis 
can affect its growth. 

 Youth who smoke cannabis most days are more likely to have learning and memory problems that 
can last up to a few weeks and may get worse if they smoke a lot at one time. 

 People with mental health issues or who have others in their family who have mental illness, need 
to be extra careful with cannabis use, as it can trigger a mental health crisis.

 Talk to your child and let them know that the choices they make today can affect their their future – 
drug use when they are young may change what they are able to do in the future.

 If someone in your family chooses to have cannabis in your home, ask them to keep it stored safely 
out of the reach of children. 

 Please take the time to share this information with your children and visit www.CannabisNWT.ca for 
information or www.hss.gov.nt.ca for addiction help, or call the NWT Helpline at 1-800-661-0844. 

Lorem ipsum

Know the Law - Know the Risks!

ABOUT CANNABIS & SCHOOL

CANNABIS AWARENESS


